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All Covet, all Loofe. 


§ Alentia, one of the moftemi- 
nent Cities of Spaz, the Nurfe - 
of fo many noble Families, che 
Centte of ingenious Spirics, 
and the facred Receptacle’ of 
the Bodies of divers Saints,eave 
Birth unto Dew Alexander, 2 
eens Perfon of noble Excration , 
Young, and Maitet of all chofe exceilent. Qualities, 
forwhich Men are ¢iclier lov’d or admir’d. Pang | 
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jeft his Country about twelve years before : 


in t 
company of an Uncle of his, who had the command 
of a Troop of Horfe in Flanders, he behav'd himfelt 
wich fo much gallantry in thofe parts,’ that he was in < 
fhort time advanc’dto be Corner, under his Uncle 
who dying, he fupply’d his place, and fo continu’d 
‘twelve years in the fervice of this Catholick Majefty. 
Philip the Third, againft che tevolted Provinces o 
the Low-countries. He was, at laft, in compenfa 
rion of his Services, honoured with the Order o 
Saint James, with the ordinary allowances belonging 
thereto. tert . 

During chat pat of the year, which makes a kine 
of ceflacion’ of Arms in thofe colder Countries, hi 
aboad was in the City of Antwerpe, where, me 


‘= 


Letters from'Valentia, he receiy’d the news 6E hi: 
Father's death, which made himy-being ché/elde 
heir.of avery confiderable eftace, He might indeec 
now have lived plentifully on his own, and purfu’c 

_ his pleafures, as many other young Cavaliers did, wh 
place all che felicity of chis. Life im the infamou 
enjoyments thereof: But he, a dutiful Son of Ho 
nour, chofe rather'co continue the exercifes of Wa 
andferve his Country, than byafuddenexchariotic 
employments, blaft his reputation, and incur chi 
reproach of a perfon impatient of hardfhip , aric 
touch'd wich a {pice of effeminacy. This ‘confide 
ration difcovers him to be mach more ftay’d tha 
‘thofe young Gentlemen, who prefer, whole Skins, th 
fhameful blandifhments of Eafe, andthe warmth. 
their own Fires, ‘before the honour, which’a perfo 
truly deferving char’ name fhould endeavour to pur 
chafe in the fervice of his Prince; But ih 
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“ander confideting wichal, chat he'could not, upon this 
mews of his Father’s death, avoid taking a journey to ~ 

Valentia, to order the difpofal of his Eftare , he < 

‘defired leave todo, it, of his moft ferene Highnefs 
‘the Arch-Duke 4/bert, who, finding the juft occa- . 
fion be had to go, eafily condefcended, proffering ° 
him, at his recurn,) what :advancement he could rea- 
fonably expe&: which oblig’d him to make the 
‘More earneft promifes to come ‘back into Flaxzder's, 
‘contrary coche prefumptions of many, who imagined, 
that he had made’an Exit ftomithe Military Stage, 
thence forward to. follow the more pleafanc’ diver- 

‘tifements of a Civil life. 
» | Being come to Valentia, where his Relations and 
‘Friends. kindly entertained -him, he began to, order 
‘the management’ of his affairs, noc trifling away his . 
‘time in unprofitable diverfions, whereto young Men’ _ 
‘are but too much addiged. For chough he were a 
Souldier, yet was-heinolovet of Gaming , a difpo= 
fition’for which he was much to’ be commended, 
confidering his Age and Quality + inafmuch as Ge- 
Ming occafions athoufand misfortunes, and unhappy 
accidents, whereof there had happened nora few at 
Valentia.. Nor was Don Alexander as yet any way 
inclin’d to Love, though he could noc want occafiens 
foexprefs his Courcthip, and how far he had Qudied 
the Myfteries of Love and Eloquence, fince, what’ 
added much toch Luftre of that City, was the orear 
number of fait Ladies, thining in ic like fo many 
flars. Buc his moft ordinary employment.was che 
exetcifing of his Horfes. OF thefe he ‘had four ex- 


ughtin Andalufia, and on which he rode’a hunnng 
>. 2 
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cellent ones, excreanly well manae’d, which he had — 
See ’ ods dg | 


a All Covet, all Loofe. § Nov. t 
the Bulls, according tothe cuftom of the Country 
ewing himfelf, ac chat fport, more dextrous thar 
all chofe who were accounced the Bravos of ‘the 
Ciry. | rhs 
Tis acuftom in Valentia, chat at the beginning o 
the Spring, forthe {pace of about fifteen days toge 
ther, moft of che families of che City go about the 
Silk-husbandry, which chey have in ehe adjacenc Vil 
Jages. One day, Don Alexander tid abroad into the 
Country, through chat delightful Plain which is nea 
a Garden not far from Valestia, known bythe namé 
of che Monaftery of our Lady of Hope, and having 
fpent the whole afternoon about thofe pleafant Gat 
dens, refrefhing himfelf withthe fweer {cent of th 
flowers of the Orenge-trees, whereof there is goo¢ 
{tore thereabouts, (che Sun being fo low thar ic feem'c 
to be equally divided between us and our Antipodes 
he pafs’d by a Country houfe not far from the pleafan 
River of Turia, wherehe heard, ata fmall diftanc 
one playing on a Lute, fo well, chat he choughe he hae 
not heard any Mufick comparabletoit before. H 
flopp’d his horfe, imagining the perfon playing o 
that Inftrument fo excellently mighralfo fing to it 
He expected a while with much impatience ; but che 
Mufician putcing the Inftrumente inco feveral diffe 
rent Tunes, did noc what he fo much defired, which 
was, tohear her voice. In the mean time night came 
on, and Don Alexander excremely delighted witk 
the place be was in, gave his horfe ro his Lacquey, anc 
caufing him co remove aliccle diftance off, he ftai¢ 
alone, under the green Balcony, whence the. Mufick 
came, to find out who mide ir. Bur he had not 
waited long, ere he could perceive, by the light of 
the 


he Moon, thacit wasa Lady, who being vot into 
hat Balcony cocake the advantage of a gentle wind 
hen blowing, began afre(h her delightful Mufick on | 
he Lute, whereto fhe join’d, thacof an admirable 
roice, finging an Air, which. made an abfolure con- 
weft of char Heart, wherein all che hardfhips of 
Nar had‘not made the tedlpbfeach, Whence we may 
Jeduce this Remark, Thac Cupid can do more ina 
ninute, than Mars, ina Troyes. | oe 
To fay the fame thing again in other words, The 
excellency ofthe Voice, andthe tranfcendent nim- 
nlenefs of che hand, che compliance and competition 
yetween them, fo ravifh’d our young Gallanc, chat 
qe with’d fhe might never give over, ac leaft nor till - 
re were fariated wichthar pleafure. Burche Lady 
aid by her Inftrumenc, and leaning her breaft on the 
Balcony, though *twere night, made a fhift ro fee the 
oung Gallant, whom her Mufick had ti’d fo long by 
he ears; who alfo perceiving her, would needs make 
is advantage of fo bleftan opportunity. So that ger- — 
| ing asnearherashecould, he broke forch into chis 
Complement : ‘How infinicely happy muft char 
‘abfent Gencleman be, Madam, (for in the Verfes 
ie had fung, fhe bemoan’d the abfence of a cer- 
Fcain perfon ) who defervesfoexcellent a voice to 
“bemoan hisabfence. I fhould be extremely glad of 
‘his acquainrance, that I maygive him chat of this» 
«€ 900d news, that he is fo obligingly bemoan’d by fo 
* deferving a Lady as you feem to be. 

_ The Lady wondred ro find her fel€ furpri2’d, but 
recovering out of her aftonif{hmenr, though fhe knew 
not the perfon who had fpoken toher, fhe gave him ° 
this Anfwer, ‘*Astothe Song you heard, Sir, you 
a B 3 fare 
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are notto imagine it fang out of any/tendernefs I 


a 


~ “affurance cat I have sof ‘thacy fays Alémander. 


_.Women do prudently, when they are flattered; not 


~ thing (hort of cruch ? Miftake-me noty repii?d jhe 
£* Ido nor chatge you witha coming fhort, but going 


~~ **comimendations: of a perfon you are yer very licels 


Fal 


“fore you may {pare your felf: the trouble to fearn 


_Shespect, | 


‘ciry, or chink mea great admirer of my felf, if 
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& havesfor fome perfon now far from mes-and there 


who ic may be, and, confequently co tell biavhow 
«* highly he is in my favour, as youimaoine, What 


‘“* knowing, by whirl have ‘heard from your own 
“ mouth, che predominant paffion of your- foul 2 
“How, I pray, Sir, may you be: coricern’d in thae 
*faid the ro him >? Very much; replies he ; for the 
“enchantment of your voice hath /been fopowerfu 
*§ over him who hach heard it, chabicis nor without 
“‘reafon he requires aflurances of what he asks you 
Sto prevent the difquier, which he muft otherwife 


She could not forbear faughing at. this difcoutl 
of Don Alexander's, and retling him wichall 5 chat 


to believe any thing thac Men faytothem, in: regard 
they never {peak truth, reprefenting things, » nor a! 
' ; Bie. “12. 
coeyreally are, but as they appear.to cheir-beguil 
imagimations,. “ Wherein, t pray, fays Alexander, 
*<do you think, Madam, that I havé told you a 


«much beyondit, for yotare fo prodigal of your 


acquainted with, may have not:fo much as, wel 
*< view'd, chats you mufteicherlaugh aemy fimpli 


* fhould credir what you fay.» “To convince: you'd 
“cither your errour or palpable flattery, of many, i 
“need onely give you rhis one inftance, thac, whet 
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«J my felf, and others whofe judgments I dare ernft, 

& chink I do not fing tolerably well, you would make ” 
the believe, that my voice hach rais’d you intoec- 
‘flafies, whenanother would not have a minute's 
“patience co hear me. Nay, Madam, replies he, 
“take heed your reproaches rebound not ‘upon your 
“ felf, difparage not your felf fo far, and flight nor 
$¢ Truth fo much as to call her by any other name than 
“herown; youhave an admirable voice, and che 
¢ fubje& of thewords you fung muft needs be fuch; 
‘“fince it is not to be imagin’d you fung them in vain, 
*¢Tomake them perfect, there needs onely che mix-. 
* cure of a little jealoufie, were it nor rhic the happy 
“man, upon whofe account thofe words were made, 
“inowing your worth, cannorgive youany. =, 
gee the Lady remov'd from the place where: 
fhe: was, thac fhe might more commodioufly pro- 
ceed inher difcourfe with Dow Alexander, (though: 
fhe knew him not) forthe imagin’d he could noc 
ralkat chac rate without fome ground... Which made 
her fay cohim., If youmake any comparifon be-’ 
“eween that enchantment you {peak of, and the fue 
*£ {picion you feem to have, I can aflure you, that you 
“are very well read in the are of Flattery, and 
therefore I befeech you, attribure nora melancholy 
“humour Iam fubje& to, co any regret occafion’d’ 
« by the abfence of any perfon, for I was never yer 
aS sled wirh any fuch thing, and I chink fhall nor 
“as longas Itive.. I would give all Iam worth in’ 


‘ 


*¢ che world; faps he, condirionally what you fay were 
true. Would your hazard be very great in thar, 
replied fhe? Very little, {ard be, confidering the 

oune upon which] proffer ics. but I fhould fay 
ar... B 4 “no 
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“* no lefs were I poffefs’d of allthe world, and think 
“ic well beftow'd. Tamextremely happy, axfwers 
“rhe Lady. to hear things fo highly fpoken@ainy 
_ -¥ advantage 5 but I fhould be tranfcendently vain, to 
“imagine I fhould raife love inany perfon before I 
<¢am feen by-him : nay, { dare promife you, that if you’ 
“chad feen my face, you would not haply be fo’ re- 
“folute. My hearing cannot deceive me, replies he, 
“Cand I prefume, that che perfon, who is fo excellent’ 
“ co fatisfie chat part, may be the like in orher things, 
“Swhichthe envious night permits me not a view of 
“ar prefenr. Andwhen you confider, thac in the 
“¢ difcourfe Ihave had with you, I have not calk’d 
“¢ of beams, norfplendor, nor us’d thofe expreffions, 
“which they feemtohave ftudied ; who wich affe- 
«€ ted Hyperboles, make it their bufinefsco. flatter 
‘and abufe Ladies, you fhould in fome meafure: 
_ ‘faffure your felf, chac I begin to conceive an un- 
“<feioned paflion for you. © Well, to humour you a~ 
“<firrle, fays fhe,. Lhave {ome inclination to believe 
*Syou, which will be muchconfirm’d, if you tell 
“me who you are.. Ihavea defire, faid he to her, 
“¢ firft to deferve ic by my fervices, rhar, in cafe rhere 
“may be any ching wancingih me, asco Quality, 
“thofe I hope to render you may fupply the defect, 
“*Naythen Lam farish'd, aid fhe, chat you area per= 
“* fon of Quality, when you have fuch a diftru(t of 
“your felf, Pardon me thac lam fore’d to leave you, 
*¢for [hear my felfcall’d to receive fome company 
_ “newly come inro the houfe, and if I fhould nor im-, 
“mediately be gone, fome would come and find me 
“here. Domechefavourthens fays Alexander, to 
“give me leave to wait on you here co’ morrow at 
+f . this. 


Fe 
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“chiscime. I know not whether ic maybe in my 


power, {aid fhe to bim, however do you not fail to 
me hither; and though fomerhing may prevent 


“my giving you the meeting, yer fhall Ithink my 


« felf very much oblig’d to you. I fhall infallibly ex- 
S€ pec you, replies the enamsur'd Gallant, more fix’d 


6in myrrefolution than che Stars, youfee, areinthe © 
“$¢firmamenc, Your laft words, rephi’d the, if I can- 
“not fleepto nighr, will find my thoughts adiverfion ~ 


®todeceive the dull feafon ; but when you come 
$ next, Ibefeech you, be nor fo liberal of your Hy- 
*nerboles, me-chinksthey grate che ear, and I chink 
€<all chat ufe chem great Flatterers, and confequently 


“no great honourers of Fruch, efpecially confidering 


“ how meanly I deferve. : 
Having faid thus, and given him a very obliging 
falure, fhe got our of the Balcony, leaving Alexan- 


der ina liccle difturbance, to fee chat fhe lefr him fo 


foon: for he was extremely taken as well with the 
excellency of her yoice, as that of her difcourfe. He 
had a great defire to know who fhe was, and fhe had 
the fame curiofity concerning him, for fhe imme- 
diately commanded a fervant to follow him, and not 


to return rill he had difcover’d whohe was: which 


he did without much trouble, inafmuch as nor far 


thence, he faw him get up on horfe-back, and knew 
kim, and prefencly return’d wich the news to his 


Miftris, who was over-joy’d to hear it was Doz Alee 


_ xander, of whom fhe had heard fuch noble things, and 


%, 


feen behave himfelf fo gallantly at che Hunting of the 
Bulls. 


Don Alexander, being come home, enquir’d of a 
Weighbour of his, who chac Lady might be ro whom 
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he had ‘{poken ; and defcribing co him. the place 
where fhe Liv’d, he underftood her name: was Dexza 
‘ Lfabella, (che Sir-name, forfome reafon, I fhall for 
bear )a Lady of greay repure in the City, and:of 
~ extraordinary endowments, whofe underfianding wag 
equal to her beauty; Daughter to one Don Berenguel 
Autonio, a perfon of great fame: for his long fervices 
inthe Wars, whohaving quitced the Milicary life 
and Matried, well advanc’d in years, had lefc, chat 
fair Daughter, whowas then Fatherlefsand Mother- 
 tefs, wirha very inconfiderablg fortune’; in regard 
her Facher’s eftare confifted Moft in:Penfions be- 
_ ftow'd on him by King Phi/ip the Second; ‘in requital 
~ of bis Services. This Lady liv’d withan > Auncof 
hers, an ancient Gentlewoman, who for the moft part 
kept, her Bed, and was then retir’d'to) that Country.) 
_houfe; to look after ber Silk-busbandry. ioe | 

Thus was Alexander fully inform’d of alf he des 
fir’d to know, ‘chough he had already had a»parciculat 
accompe of the perfections which made the City of 
V alewtia full-of difcourfes of her Beauty and Wicy 
which was fuch that fhe had rhe repucation: of wri- 
ting good Verfes, aqualiry very recommendable inal 
perfon of her Sex’ and’ Quality. © Alexander had 
never feeri her, and was very’ defirous to dour,’ even’ 
before he had feen hers and underftanding fhe Liv’d 
accthae Country-houfe, his defire’ was! the more en— 
Haard s which made him Ride abroad the. oftnety!: 
hopisg to be favour’d: with fuch another! opporreiniey: 
as he had’ met wich before. . Burhe ‘had mor that hap-} 
pinefs a good while, her Aunt being fo fick, thaefhe! 
could ‘not ftir out of the room where fhe lay... About. 
fifteen days afterwards, che old Gentlewoman being” 

4%: ‘219 
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alittle recover’d, fhe had che libercy toga and fee ~ 
the Profeffion of a Nun, ac che Royal Monaftery of 
Baida, which was not far from che Councry-houfe : 
‘At which Ceremony all che Gallantry of Valentin, 
of both Sexes, was prefent.. Donna Lfabella came 
thither, alfo, buc having her: face: cover’d wich her 
‘Mantle, and attended onely by one of her Women, 
fhe got intora little obfcure Chappelk 
>» Alexander son the other fide, who failed not to be 
there, hoping to meet her, on whom he had faften’d 
his.affections, wondted very much charhe found her. 
‘nor among the orher ‘Ladies; and fufpecting fhe _— 
might ‘be -one of thofe who were retir’d into: chac 
Chappel, and had cheir faces: cover’d with their 
‘Mantles, he wenc into them, wich cwo other friends, 
sowhom he faid, ¢ prefuming it was fhe’as foon ashe — 
faw her ) “The new-made Nun is. nor much ob- 
& tio'd to thefe Ladies, who retire toa place, whence 
( chey cannor fee chofe Ceremonies, which all.che 
“reftarefo defirousto do: bic Tarcribute this ine - 
difference to the lictle inclination:they have to | 
become Nuns. Jfabella was not a little pleas’d to 
fe Alexander, whomthe had before obferv'd inthe 
*Church, and wifh’d nor fo well arcended as he’ then 
swas. However, changing her Voice, fhe-return’d 
chim this anfwer. ‘¢ Being not invited to this Feaft, 
“we catinor expedt the fame.welcome as’ rhofe that 
“are: And for che lictle curiofiry we difcover ro fee 
«che Geremonies ufed, ac che reception of a Nun, 
+ “having feen the like feveral rimes: before, we do 
“not much mind this, in reoard che'feeing of ic but 
»* once is enough to farisfie a perfon inclinable robe 
}a Nun. Nay-then, I fee, fays one of Alexander's’ 


_ § friends, 
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< friends, that you are not of their number who have 
<¢adefise to enrerinto that Profeffion. I have no 
« Anfwer co make you asto chat, reply’d fhe, fave 
<< that a perfon cannot enter into this ftate of Life, 
<¢unlefs fhe be thereto. called by Ged, a favour I do 
e¢ not yet find in my felf chache hath dohe me, We 
«maythen, replies Alexander, infer from this dif- 
<< courfe of yours, chat you are not Married, but de- 
« firous to be fo. What my inclinations are, asto 
“¢ Marriage, fad fhe, Lam not oblig’d to give you 

<Canyaccompt, who are very far from being related 

«romefo nearly, as that I fhould acquaint you wich 
<¢my refolution in a bufinefs of chat concernmentz 

<< However, you may fatisfie us fo far, Madam, fays 
“ Alexander, asto let us know, which condition of 
« Life you would rather choofe. Which I pray, Sir, 

“would you advife meto, faid (he to him 2? Th3t of 
“ Marrimony, fays Alexander, What, whether I 

«have che accommodations requifite toentrer irtd 

“chat {tace, or not ? reply’d fhe. If all be wanting, 

“ fays he to her, you mut endeavour to forget your 

“felf, for fhe who is not born to bea Nun, and can- 

“not be Married, muft remain Newrer, as /beihg 

*Cuncapable of both. Icould very well follow chat 

“advice, /aid fhe. Butif you pleafe, Madam, fays 

‘¢ Alexander, to difcover, what your Mantle per- 

* mics us not to fee, I will give you a better ad- 

€¢ vice. 

Coming up nearer her, as if he were confident of 
chat favour, fhe met his defires, and purpofely gave 
him a full view of one of her fair Eyes, which A/ex-| 
ander's cwo friends alfo took notice of, ‘Jf the 
“Sadvice you intend ro give. mes fad fhe, fhould 

) “ prove 
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« prove co my difadvancage, ’twere better, I fhould 
“till continue undifcover’d, though co hear your’. 
advice, I fhould nor chink ic much to anfwer your 
«expectation. That can do youne prejudice, (ays 
«© Alexanderto her, in regard we have obferv’d fome 
« thinos which affure us, thac you ought to choofe the ° 
“© flare of Matrimony, in which you would make 
“the perfon you fhould chink worthy your enjoy- 
«¢ ments, the happie(t Man in the world: Nay, ere I 
“know any more of you thanI do already, I with 
“my felf the perfon, for whom chat felicity is re- 
“fery'd. His cwo friends affirm’d the fame ching 
ontheir own behalf, being extreamly facisfy’d wich 
her Wit, and the litcle they had feen of her, Face. 
Can therebe any happinefs comparable to mine, 
 faid fhe, who have three ftich handfome Perfons at 
“my Devotion, of whom it is in my power to make 
one the happieft Man inthe World? Well, Gen- | 
—¢tlemen, fince you cannot expe&t I fhould makea 
 fudden choice in a bufinefs of this concern, you 
| “will give me leave to examine your feveral pere 
 festions, chat Imay picch upon him, who, in my 
“¢ iudeement, may pretendto moft, Peed 
Upon thar every one began to celebrate his own 
worth, and undervalue his Competicors. They 
_ pafs’d away fome time in chat pleafanc difcourfe, 
“without any offence raken , thoughthe, place chey 
* werein fhould have minded chem, that fome. other 
~ Converfation would have been more fuitable : Buc 
now a-days, young people are grown tochat heighe 
~ of Profanenefs, that they make little difference be- 
tween Churches and Exchanges. But che Lady having 
had the patience to hear whar every one had to fay on 
- iS 
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his own behalf, fhe anfwer’d chem altogether, thus ; 
« Tam fully inform’d of the qualities, and deferts of 
6 Pérfons every way fo excellence; I am now to 
» © advife with my Pillow, to know which of rhe three 
“7 Should prefer, chough co tell you che truth, I have 
<< in a manner refolv’d upon my choice already, find- 
' ing in. my felf a ftronger. inclination for.one of che 
“ chree chan for either of the other cwo. The perfon” 
“© mean hath many excellent qualities , bur rhe 
* parcicular inducement I have co rhink.him worthy 
“ my approbation, is, chat !know him co beayery 
“orear Wit; all Ihave co objec& againft him, is, 
“that he fears Iam already engag’d ro fome other, 
“¢ whence Linfer he is jealous, and confequently of 
“an ill nacure. ; so a 
_ Aleseander immediately apprehended the fpoke.of © 
him, refle&ing on what had paft in cheir difcourfe rhe 
‘firft time he had feenher, The time being come for 
pzople ro go out of che Church, the three Lovers 
out-vy'd one the other.co find out paffionate comples | 
ments rotake leave of the Lady, .4/emander pur- 
pofely ftaying to be che laft; onely co whifper thefe 
words‘coher. ‘% ‘Tis too greata PA Madam, 
“¢ cowards a Servant fo paflionately yours, infolone — 
cime nor co vonchfafe hima-full fight of you: I. 
“ befeech you, be more kind co him hereatter, leaft 
“your further difdain may have fome fatal effe&s 
— Conhim. The indifpofition of an Aunt, reply’d fhe, 
<¢ whom I muft conftantly arcendy I hope, you. syill 
. © chink an allowable excufe ; and what I cell you is 
“much more trues than the expreffions you make'to | 
“€ me of your Love. But I wilt endeavour your {a- 
_“uisfattion, and put 2 period co your complaints, 
le Ree nF 
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Novwir. * Samnehiiers all Lie? Nis 
es belie pofibly, you leaft expect ic. Gack 
~ had not che cime to make her any Anfwer, and fo he 


-_ extreamly defirous to difcourfe with him. More at lei- 


Altres 
~ Some few days after, Fortune favour ‘ His with an 
“apporuniy ro her own wifhes, at-che fame Balcony 
where he-had fpoken.ro her. che firftrimes - As foon as 
~ fhe perceiv’d Aleteander, fhe caine down; and they 
_ difcours'd along time cogether without any incertup- 
tion. The’ effect of chis i interview and tong confe-. 
fence, upon Alexander, was, that his Love, before 
“Fircle better than. kindled, now broke forth into 2 
me. Jfabellz came not much behind him, yer had 
~ .that'command of her paffion, as nor to grant him che 
2 -greates i kindnefs chat. can happen between perfons of 
_ different Sexes, chough icwere ‘ouc.of this onely re- 
legion, that to have done it, at the firft inrerview,, 
‘ “wou d have areu’d fuch a compliance and eafinefs of 
r “Nature, as no Violence of areion fhould éver be 
- able to éxcufe. | 
x 1) Alexauder being now fully facisfy’d that Tfabelte | 
- was both awgreat: Wit, and a great Beauty, wricfe- ~ 
_ weral Love-letrers co ber, and the better co. exprefs 
_ his paffion, he alfo fenc herfome-Verfes of his own | 
- compofure. J/abella knew, that Alexander, among 
Ren other qualities he had acquir’d, was alfo skit? 
fin Poetry, and confequenrly was the more-fur- 
‘and fatisfy’d therewith, Some of his Miflives 
everymoelysninesed urchefe tearms, 


fs 
, 
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Be aaa PS as The 


_ parted from her, leaving her deeply in Love, rt ie 
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THE LETTER 


Hofe Commendations which tranfcend the 

merit of the Perfon on whom they are be- 
flow'd, do vather tnjure, than oblige, and difpa= 
rage the judgement of the Giver, 1m as much as 
the Receiver, thinking ber felf ummorthy the bo- 
noir, juftly takes the Elogy for a Satyr. I am not 
fo much a Stranger to my felf, but that I can 
diftingut{b between Flattery and Truth; nor am 
I fo poorly conceited of my felf, but that I think 
Z deferve fomewhat of the pratfes you give me, 
I fhall thiwk it an obligation, tf you abate fome 


part of what you tell me, and find out a mean be~ 


tween exceffive praife and contempt’, for the for- 
mer my own tmperfetttons advife me to look on 
as anabufe. Ihave no great expertence of your 
difpofition , and therefore. think it not firange if 
I give wot the credit you expe to your Poetry, 
becaufe tt 18 the Language of Fititon 5 nor yet 
to your Profe, becaufe it proceeds from the fame 
Author, who, "tis very likely hath read Roman- 
ces. Whether they were the ditkates of a fincere 
Affettion, or an obliging Complement, zt ws onely 
inthe power of Time to difcover, and withall to 
affure me, whether I am to acknowledge your ct= 
vilittes, or vefent the injury you have done me. | 
ot FEDS 


vu unr Cover, alt Lesfe yy 
The fait Tabella fouhd out an expedient tocon= 
ey this Letrer inré ‘thé hands of Dox Alexander, her 
ely cu Gallant, who; defirous co fer. hitnfef:. 
tight inthe opinion of his Miftrefe, and. aflure her of 
a meucy of, his ftyle in things ofthis kind, . caus’d. 
sith ni to eh and take along wich him this, 
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yay 
| fe mp Madam: j fp shat you procure sii 
mfatisfaklions, yo care not, what 2nconve=.\ 
wsences I may run into; {ince that.to.be more mam 
derate i th your pratfes (as you feem to defire) cannot 
be wit ut fomuch the greater prejudice to my 
ve othe i that I think my felffar flort fF 
br ah Sa in that particular, and I am fore’'d 
to bring t inthe excels of my Love, to fupply the de- 
fects of my Poetry. That I may therefore be no. 
more Gualty of fuch a crime; L will henceforth exe 
pref my felf in Profe,and tn fome meaft wre do what 

command me inyonr Letter,’ You would find 
on wo great difficulty to believe n me, iF you knew 
what Tfeel s nay though oat. of modelty you pretend 
be giorant of ity 1 defie youto dott, unlefs 
tha jou refolve never to conf{ult siauy Glafs any. 
more. Wells Madamyit maybe the time of your. 
comuerfi on ts not yet come, when tt fall, your eyes. 
wilde and you' {ball find, that, of alt-tke 
Yrs,” C hears, 
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hearts, fubdu’d by the charms of your Beauty, min 

may baply be the least, but withal the moft pafi 
pate captive. Time, which geves all things thew 
birth, perfettton, and period, fhall be the Touch= 

Stone, to try whether this be Truth or Frétion aay 

I Teave tt to the fame old Gentleman to affure you 

of a thing, you yet pretend to be iguorant of, which 

, that, while I live, you {ball befole Sovereign 

Miftre{s and Divettrefs of tay Tnclinations, . aod 

then haply good nature, gratitude, and generofity 

will rather. advife youto acknowledgements of the 
love I bear you, than a vefemtment of the tajurtes 
jou charge me withal, one aS 


Ry bit che 
This Lecter gave Z/abe//a cha faisfation concerns: 
ing her new. Gallant, which fheexpe&ted.. The fre=’ 
vent vifits were continu’d of Alexander's fide, and 
the Epiftolary correfpondence.on,both fides : foxhac. 
thé inclinations-chey had oneto another were, by 
chefe degreess heightned intoa noble flame ‘of mu. 
cualfove. His Miftrefs- commanded him above all 
things to keep. his: pretenfions. to her. very. fecret; 
which he inviolably promis’d todo, Nay the was fo. 
fcrupulous asco that particular,,chac.if in the, Church,’ 
or.fome other publick place, her Gallant did fo much 
as calt his Eye on-her, in che company, of fome ftiend 
fhe immediately imagin’d, that he acquainted, him. 
with his paffion 5 and, as if fhe had heard all cheir dif= 
courfe, {he fail’d not ro fend hima Letter ‘concerhe 
ing ic, if fhe could not fee himtime enough, thar he 
‘might’ receive her reproaches, him(elf, ne 
oh clear 


Glear'd himfelf the beft he could, ftill afluring her of _ 
contrary ; andenflam’d with love and indigna- 
tion, all he could do was to difpel chat diffidence, 
hich croubled him extremely. Bucthe fame Love, 
Whichis wont to reconcile. rhe lefler differences and 
iffatisfactions chat happen between Lovers, helps 
them alfo out of che greae(t and moft difficulr. Twas 
WAlexander’s defign co marry this Lady, though her 
fortunes were very low : but he delay’d the doing of. 
it, till he had effected a bufinefs he was chen engag’d 
toprofecute, His Uncle and himfelf had done the’ 
King very confiderable fervices in Flanders, for ma- 
ly years together, and he vas then making his ape 
plications to his Majefty for fome Command it com- 
snfation thereof. And the obfiructionsand delays 
é mec wich in chat affair contributed more to his 
after-happinefs, chen che expedition could have done; 
as will appéar anon. ere 


a 


Tfabella had taken order that he fhould nor be - 
en inthe Mreet where fhe liv’d, much lfe's look up 
to het window to be feen by her, and ic wis pun¢tu- 
mY obfery’d by Alexander, whe was not known to 


. - 


Ve iven hera meeting any where. But fhe'her-felf — 
yas the firft forgot what fhe had enjoin’d ;  ic:hap- 
en’d thus. During che rime of the Carnaval, which, 
in Valentia, is celebrared wich Mafcarades, Balls, 
Tiltings and Difeuizes, Alexander had in fome 
of thef met with his MiftrefS,. yet wichour difcovery 
Of more chan ordinary ‘kindnefs’ between them, 

origh they hadtalk’d, and danc’d together. “One 
evening, aftet the Ball, chere wasto bea meeting 
of certain Ladies; at the houfe of a Friend’ of 
Tfabella’s, covhich fhe with fome others had'been 


© 3 . © inviceds 


rr 
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invited. Alexander and fome other friends of his 
were ‘o-bechere, not in order to any Ball, but onely 
todifcourfe. /fabella came there betimes before 
any of the reft, and foon after hera Woman, very 
fumpruouily actir’d, attended by cwo Gentlemens 
Ufhers of her own retinue, whom her morher hat 
ordered to wait on her co thar Neighbour’s houfe, 
who was very muchher friend. Alexander coming 
intothe Room, was very kindly receiv’d by the Lae 
dies thenprefent, whom he endeavour’d to entertain 
the moft lovingly he could, ill rhe reft of che Coms 
pany werecomein, The Lady who came in Jaft rife 
from her feat to goand look upon a piece’ of Tapi- 
ftry,-thac was inthe room, wherein there were ‘re. 
prefented: lighted Torches ; thé admiration fhe exe 
prefs'dat the excellency of the workmanhhip, oblis% 
Alexander to comealfo to feeit,. There was pen, 
ink and papér upon the Table; Laodamia ( fo was 
che Lady call’d ) took che pen inher hand, and drew 
‘feveral {troaks upon the paper 3 Alexander took oce 
cafion tocommend all fhe did with fuch high come 
plements, chat his Miftrefs, who was already pof- 
fefs’d wich a jealoufie, co fee him fo near her, was ale 
moft ready co burft with indignation to hear them, 
He, minding onely his own diverfion in all he did, 
-tookno notice of it; may on the contraty,. being acs 
qnainted with Laodamia, chrouech her Brother’s 
means, whom he often vifired, and a perfon of much 
freedom in his bebaviour, he continu’d his game- 
fome humour, and fnatch’d out of her hand.a pen fhe 
was: making to write withal. After which, havis 
dafh’d a lircle ink upon her hand, he jeftingly cold 
her, thae che blacknefs of the ink neyer appear’d lefs 
BW : ! ~~ than) 
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Wthanitdid then. She.pretending to be difpleas’d ac 
that freedom, gave him a clap onthe fhoulder with 
her hand, co get off the ink; bur perceiving he laugh’d 


jarder than the former. Z/abel/az, who minded their - 
eaftine more than what was faid coher by the Mi- 
refs of thehoufe, ( with whom fhe was then dif- 
courfing ) ftarts like a fury from her feac, and noe 
confidering what fhe was doing, gave Alexander 
ucha blow overthe face, that hisnofebled, The 
door Man was extremely ftartled ac ic, and all he - 
sould dowas co take a handkerchief out of his pocket, 
10 receive the bloud; telling his Miftrefs, very caldly, 
© Well, Madam, you fee, I have kept che fecrer you 
committed cto my cruft; you have firft reveal’d ir, 
"and cranforefs’d che Law you had made your felf. 
Concluding chis reproach with alow Coney, he quit- 
red the Room, and went home. ne 

- Lfabella had no fooner given the blow, bur fhe 
vas infinitely troubled at ic, nor fo much out of the 
fefpect fhe bore to the Miftrefs of the houfe, who 
washer intimate friend, as for her, who had occa- 
fion’d her jealoufie. Inchis Interval, her Sifters, up- 
on whofe accompr chis meeting hid been appointed, 
coming into che houfe, Z/abel/a had che opportunity 
fo retire wich her friends into anocher room. 

' Being got together, onely they two, “ My deareft 
 Tfabella, {ays her friend to her, what do youthink 
f¢ of ? How are you erown another perfon than wharc 
€T have ever known you? I have hitherto admir’d 
«your modefty and referv’dnefs; how you fhould 
€ now be guilty of fuch a mifcarriage in Behaviour, is 
‘che matter of my aftonifhmenc: The aétion you 
DAM iy. C 3 <“‘haye - 


ee. 


at the revenge fhehadcaken, fhegave himanother 


4 


it by this difcovery, Tam more oblig’d to you 


© you, What is co be done: in this con junéturey re~ 
Ply % 2 : ~ ¢. < a f 


“repli fhe, fince this eruption of mry jealoufie and 
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“- have done,iaflures me, without your fpeaking, whar, | 
“in many words, you fhould hardly have perfuaded 


“‘meto. Iwas ignorant of this AffeGtion of yours,) 
“‘ becaufe you ever kepr ic fecret 5 and fince I know. 


“ Jealoufie, than your Friendfhip. Alexander isa 
“<perfon of worth and quality 5 I ani very glad he is 
“<yvour Servant. You may hence-forward publickly 
‘< own him, for it isto no purpofetodiflemble. 

Lfabella was at fuchalofs, that fhe knew not 
what to anfwer : bur having little recover’d her felf; 
«TI muft acknowledge, my deareft Acquaintance, 


“indignation hath betrai’d me, that Alexander i 
“my humble Servancs my inconfiderate paffion 
“hath, rcomy fhame, difcover’d whatI kept not 
“ onely from your knowledge, but chat of all others 
“¥ muft acknowledge, I fay, that Alexander ferves 
“tmewith a violent paffion, which yet exceeds nor 
“ the affection I have-for him, I never faw him fo 
“cindifferent, as he difcover’d -himfelf in chis laf 
“aGion; his familiaricy with Laodama touch'd me 
“ro che quick. Thar fhore fury, which we commonly 
“call jealoufie, forc’d meto chat extravagant dif- 
* covery of my love. Since whatis paft cannot be re- 
“ call?d, fays her Friend to her, lectus find out fome 
‘remedy’ to alleviare che inconvenience, for it is 
“nor fit we fhould be depriv'd.of Alexander's good 
“company, nor he of che pleafure of this meeting. 
“* Befides, we fhould not give Laodamia the cime 
“Sto make any reflection on this accident, or conceive 
“ apprehenfions which would be difadvancageons co 


~ &pli'd 


é lid. the jealons Lady ? The onely way I can think 
Sof, fays her friend, is, immediately to write to him, 
She follow’d her advice, and fent him thefe Lines, 


THE LETTER, 
| J Love, though exprefs'd with fome harfbuefs, 


y a Lover, whofefoal exbales a fincere paffion to- 


SNS 


the vtolence you will do your felf ix paffing by 
what 18 now pafk. It much concerns my reputattors 


af you perfift in your vefentment, you wrll have 
urther occafion, ef the lofs of my favour may grve. 
you any. | 


hs | 
’ A Meflenger was immediacely fene with this Ler- 
tet ro Alexander, who exprefs’d much gladnefs ar the 
Teceipt of ir, and, without any recollection, ebey’d 
his Miftrefs, as being facisfi’din mind, that nothing 
difcovers a real paffion more chan jealoufie. He comes 
very gaily into che room where the Ladies were, 
which Laodama perceiving was not a ltle troubled, 
for fhe doubred not. of his being in love with Z/a- 
bella, though the thought fo well of him asco with 
he had rather addrefs’d his affections to her felf. 
_ Alexander, finding himfelf in the prefence of 
Tfabelfa, choughe it not fic ih a to any other, fi 
* 4 ii 
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i : Ealoufies, when they avereally the effeds of 


wards bis Miftrefs, The injury I have done my 
felf i wounding my referU'dnefs, is greater than — 


that you tmmedtately return tothe Meeting. But — 


lare rather to be accountedfavours than affrouts, > 
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be had firft aflute’d her of his compliance wich her de 
fires. Approaching her with a graceful {mile, hel 
. ‘ade herthiscomplement, ‘* T have confider’d thigh 
“< room with as much réfpect as if it had beet a Tema 
“ple, and your perfon no lefs, fince jt. not onely kept 
“<me from profahing the one, afd offering any vio-| 
‘* fence to che other, but alfo ftom revenging my-felf 
““by chat’ kind of Duel, which the Law:permits be 7 
** tween Gallants and their Miftrefles) “J (abella re- 

| “pli'd, Being fo much as Lam; aServant to Madam) 
** Lacdamia, 1 have caken upon my account sthe:af= 
"front you.have done her, when. fhe would have 
** fhewn you a kindnefs, ‘never thinking of any Law, 
“chat permits aman co teyenge himfelf ofa Lady} 
‘by way of Dueling. Laodamia, knowing that chat 
indifcreet a&tion of Z/abella’s ~ proceeded meet yi 
from her jealoufie, would noc be engag’d in her ex- 
“cufe, fo that {he very confidently made antwer chusy 
** There was never fo great a familiarity between us, 
“Madam, as might-oblige youto take my part with 
“fo much paffion, in an occafion wherein I fhould: 
“not have wanted confidence.to revenge my. felf 
** but not knowing any ching chat thould oblige me 
“*to jealoufie, and thinking not the affront done to) 
**me fo great as you would perfuade me it were, 


Nov. 


> 

“my precipitation was not accordingly fo great as 
** yours. -Iam yery glad you make me che riddle of | 
“* your interpretations ; let chem be thought fuch by 
““ whom you pleafe , bur for. my part, I have already 
“* given chem a more eafie folution, fuch as none in 
“che company can beignorant of, J/abella nor'a lit _ 
tle mov'd atthe ‘freedom of thar difcourfe, would 
have repli’ds but the Miftrefs of che houfe unwilling 
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the difference fhould go any further, interrupted) 
them, and oblig’d them to fic down, for feveral other ‘’ 
jes Were coming into the room. wi Hate 
© Alexander was, chat night, not onely very fom- 
‘ptuous in his habiliments, but alfo full of excellent. 
difcourfes, infomuch that there were few Ladies in 
the company, who were not muchraken with him, 
among whom Lacdamia was the moft.concern’d ~ 
ofany. Her thoughts were full of what had hapned — - 
between her and J/abel/z, and fhe was now refolwd 
toule all che artifices fhe could, to get away that, 
Gallant from her : wherein at laft fhe had her defire, 
as fhall be feen anon, iil de ea be 
_ Allche favours which Alexander receiv’d of hig _ 
-Mifttefs, were done. by her with extraordinary de- 
-fmonftrations of affe&tion, for indeed the Lady hada 
greater kindnefs for him chan any other, chough at 
_ thac very time fhe loy’danorher abfent Gentleman, 
- whom fhe haderanted more particular favours chan 
ever fhehad Alexander. For the Gallanc chen abfene 
- had receiy’d of herby way kindnefs, whar in ma- 
~ tfimony is called Benevolence, and confequently had 
~ fhe not been loft coal! modefty, fhe would: have kepe 
che promife fhe had made him, fince. the breaking of 
thac and her own Reputation were nor -difting 
actions. ¥F. | 
- This Gallant of hers, whofe name was Dow Fer- 
nana Corella, had made a journey to A¢adrid, ro pro- 
fecute a Sure ac Law againftthe Count of Concen- 
tayna, his Uncle, for a confiderable Eftare in Lands, 
which at laft_was decided in the Sovereion Council 
of Arragon, He wasretutn’d.toValentia, witha De- 
cree co put him into poffeffion of che faid Eftse, 
es ial Sein which 
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"which amounted to-two thoufand Crowns per anaum. 
Tfabella was extremely put to her fhifts, not know- 
ing how fhe fhould keep in with both thefe Gallanrs, 
and fatisfiethem at the fametime. She confider’d 
that her Honour was engag’d with Dox Fernand, and 
her Love with d/exander: her affection being fo 
much the more heightned rowards che’ lacterin re- 
quital of his affiduous attendances, as it was remitted 
cowards the former, by reafon of his abfence. So’ 
chat it is as mucha miracle to fee fome Women for- 
get their engagements, (when they to whom they are 
made are once out of fight ) and mind onely the pre- 
fent enjoyments, as to fee Geefe go barefoot. 
But as drowning perfons will catch ar any ching, 
and che diftrefs’d are commonly glad of any advice. 
This Lady, whom we reprefenred before one of the 
greateft Wits of her Nation, reduc’d ro this excre- 
mity, muft needs advife witcha Maid, whofe fideliry 
and fecrecie fhe had grear aflurances of, refolving 
in her felf co find outfome expedient, whereby fhe 
might make fure of theoneand not lofe the other. 
She receiv'd Doz Fernand into the Houfe, in the 
night, thinking fhe could not civilly deny him the 
reiteration of a kindnefs. fhe had once granted him ; 
and fhe kept the other in hand wich Love-lerrers, al- 
lowing himnot to fee heras oftenashe defic’d, as 
well to add fuel to his love, asthac the other, whom 
fhe was more oblig’d to favour, might have the f-eer 
accefs. Her excufe to Alexander was, that the want- | 
ed not over-feers, that her friends were very fhie in 
pointof Honour, thac one of them watch’d her day 
and night, and hac che greateft pleafure he could'do 
her, was, to forbear pafling chrough the {treet where 
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fhe liv’d, till the had affur’d him thac rhe coat were 
clear. Alexander whoreally loy'd her, and fafpe&ed 
“nothing of che impofture, eafily crediced all the faid, 
.and pundtually obey’d her. ! 
Don Fernand was willing to requice the kindnefs 
he had receiv’d from her, by marrying her, bue having 
a mother alive who would not have been well pleas’d 
_yvith chat marriage, hecook occafionto put it off, 
“hoping it would not be long ere fhe were remov'd 
ot of the way, asbeing veryancienc. So thac he 
pafs’d away che time very jocundly with his Miftrefs, 
while fhe, byher cunning infinuations and artifices, 
endeavour'd co bring 4lexander into a fool’s para- ° 
dife, and make him believe all proceeded from af- 
‘fection. | as8 
There hapned about thistime a difference be- 
tween Alexander and another Gentleman, of rhe 
~ moft eminent abour the Cicy, whofename was Dex 
 Garceran, as they were playing ac Tennis. Some 
Friends interpos’d berweenthem,, and ’cwas con- 
- ceiv’dthey were made friends ; but the reconcilia- 
_ cion prov’d fuch as neither was fatishi’'d. Alexauder 
 wasa petfon ofa generous open nature, grounding 
his gallantry on che emploiments he had had in F/an- 
_ ders, and imagining thatno man, having any thing 
co fay ro him, would doit otherwife than by che ways 
of Honour. Bue his Adverfary, conceiving he had 
more reafon to be offended than the orher, who had 
not exprefs’d fo much refentmenr, fmorher’d his . 
malice, in hopes of an opportunity, wherein he mighc 
revenge himfelf wich advantage. | | 
| Don Fernand was gone toa certain place in the 
Country, where he ftaid three or four days, Ae 
i ™ who 
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who had a ereat kindnels for-Alexander, fence him 
wordto come to herhoufe in the'night, bur fo fe- 
~ eretlyand with fuch caution rhat none might per- 
~. Ceive it, inafmuch as the freedom fhe gave him, con-- 
cern’d her reputation in the higheft degree. ©The 
Amorous Cavalier obey’d herin this, ashe had done’ 
in many other things fhe had commanded him, comn- 
ing thicher ac fuch hours as ic was not likely any 
fhould fee him.» Thus, by his ctedulicy he promoted 
the defigns of the fubtil woman, who would craftily 
make che moft of both her Gallants, fo thar, pre- 
venting their being jealous of one another, nay, know- 
ing that they were Rivals, fhe gull’d ‘them both, 
Had fhe been free to make her own choice, no doubr, 
fhe would have picch’d upon Alexander for her 
Husband. Buc Fernand being aforehand wich her, 
fhe could dono lefs, though twere onely out of a_ 
fear tolofe him, and prevent che reproaches he might 
miake her, chan keep him ftillin play, andexpe& the 
performance of the promife he had made co marry 
her, as foon as his Mother were march’d off. | But out 
of an apprehenfion that even chen’ he might poffibly 
break his word wich her, fhe thought it prudence, to 
give Alexander alfoa little more line.” Upon thefe 
confideracions, fhe fuffer’d her felfto be courted by 

_ both : bur of chis kind of demeanor this Age affords 
- but too many examples, which have bted great trou- 

_ bles and difturbances inthe moft’ confiderable Fa-. 
milies. OL 3 
Alexander being now more kindly entertain’d by 
his Miftrefs than he had been, began'to conceivea 
hope co obtain of her, within a fhort time, the Gtand 
Favour can be expetted froma Woman, » Bur he 

| 3 reckon’d . 
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~reckon’d withourhis Hoftefs; foric was her fear, ~ 
that, if fhe oblio’d him in what he fo much defir’d, 
he might become abfoluce. Mafter of thofe.inclina- 
tions, which fhe had fo dextroufly divided between 
them both. However -Alexander ‘pafs’d away the 
time pleafantly enough, during the abfence of Fer-. 
-nands but asfoonas he was return’dto Valentia, 
Tabella began to put on a grearer referv’dnefs,.and 
would not be fo muchasfeen by Alexander. . She 
made him fuch plaufible excufesfor ic, chat he, lov- 
ing herashedid, believ’dall fhe faid, though’ not 
without fome fufpicion, chat there. might be: fomeé- 
what elfe in che wind : upon which account he often 
 difguis’d himfelf, chat he might,, undifcover'’d,- vific 
' the ftreet where fheliv’d inthe night. Bue henever 
could meer with any perfon, of whom he might con- 
ceive any jealoufie ; yec chac difguife did-him a\cour~ 
tefie ; for by char means he efcap’d being difcover'd by 
the Cavalier who fought co be revene’d of him. That 
he met not with Fernand in that ftreer, proceeded-. 
hence, that. Zfabel/a, fore-feeing all inconveniences, 
had ordered, chat Ferzand fhould come co her houfe, 
. through chat of a She-friend of hers, which was inan- 
othet treet, and had a back-door, leading into a Gar- 
_ den joining unto Zfabel/a’s, in. whofe embraces he 
~ {pent che whole night. - f A] tnt 
+ Irhapned; one night, thar A/evander being in'the 
_ ftreet where his Miftrefsliv’d, . his Adverfary, Dox 
_ Garceran,, attended by two of his fervants, comes 
_ into it by another way... Being not well affur’dic. wes 
_ hes they follow’d him ac..a diftance, - being loath. to 
_ doanother thac mifchief which chey onely intended 
him, © Alexander at lak obferv'd ghem, and finding 
! | ) himfelf 
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himfelf unfurnifh’d with Piftols, todeal with perfons: 
who never went without chem, as having onely his: 
. Sword 6 defend himfelf, he bethoughr him to make 
che fignal he was wortat J/abell/a’s door, whos a$ 
good luck would have it, was come down ftairs; after 
fhe had put Fernandinto bed. She looks out at the 
window, to fee what her fecond Gallanc would have; 
who, asfoon as he perceiv’d her, defir’d her imme- 
diately to open the door, otherwile he was.a dead 
man, in regard Garceran, his enemy, follow'd hims 
and he was defticure of weapons co defend himfelf, 
The Lady imagin’d char Alexander Would onely havé 
\ put atrick upon her, and onely faid fo, thac he might 
come.in the fooners but 4/evander, with many oaths, . 
affirm’d he faid nothing bur che truth, and’ chac Gar= 
ceran, With two others, were coming upon him, 
Lfabella was extremely troubled ac his difcourfe, and. 
for anfwer, told him, thac a cerrain Gentlewoman of 
her acquaintance was come to fee her, andto be her 
Bedfellow chat night, and char fhe durft nor open 
the door, left he might be feen by her. Alexander 
prefs’d her the more to do it; aggravating the danger 
he was in, and charging her chat fhe had fitcle love 
forhim, when fhe deni’d him entrance into ~ het 
houfe in fo great an excremicy, which the ereareft 
ftranger in che world would not have deni’d him: 
Lfabella cold him again, that fhe could not do it 
without prejudice toher repuration ;'thatas tothe 
Love fhe bore hint, he needed not doubt of it, fince 
it could not be sreacer chan ic was, and call’d Heaven 
rowitnels, thac fhe was extremely perplex’d, chat 
fhe could not farisfiehis defires. Alexander told 
her, that fince her friend was in 4 room eae 
| é 
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the might withoue any fcruple open che door, and 
“Tec him ftay below, till fuch cime as. he mighe retire 


| wich fafety. ; meth E 
‘Tfabella, feeing him fo. imporrunate, imagin’d ic 
roceeded from fome fufpition he had conceiv’d of 

apa thar he had feen Ferzand coming into the 

Houfe. Tobe affur’d whether ic. were fo or.no,. fhe 

‘Took’d into che Srreer, and faw the three Men who: 

purfu’d him, and whifpering one to.another, as being 

‘in fome uncercainty whether ic were the Perfon- they: 

look’d for. Thefe circumftances fully farisfy’d her, 
that Alexander was.in very great dangers and to 
find fome expedient co give him entrance, fhe bid” 
him expeé&a little and fhe would fee whether fhe 
could open the door. She went up fairs to fee 

Fernan ly who, wondring at her flay, ask’d her what, 

“occafion’d her going down. She told him her Aunt 
was notfallen afleep, and that fhe could not come 

to Bed, rill fhe were, defiring him to have a lictle 

parience,.. i 66 :s 

Having rhus faisfy’d him, fhe wenc. into.another: 

“réom, to confider with her felf whac might be done 

“in fuch an extremiry. On the one fide, fhe faw» 

Fernand pofiefs'd of her Bed, a.perfon of a fan= 

~taftick humour, yet one whom. fhe was engag’d to; 

“and had made Mafter of :the moft precious ching fhe» 

had, and {till humour’d out,of a hope to -be ene) day: 

his Wife; fothar her Honour, was’ on his pare...On 
the other, the Love fhe bore Alexander would have 
prevail'd with her, nor to fuffer him ro be affaffinared 
by his Enemtes, which he -muft.run the, hazard-of, if 
the reliev’d him nor, it being in her power. co do it = 
So chat fhe was ftrangelydiftrafted , nat, knowing’ 
Ps whether 
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whether fhe fhould follow the diftacés of Honour, 
ot thofe of Love. At laft’, after divers confidera- 
tions, chat of Honour prevail’d wich her, and oblie’d” 

her norto receive Alexander into the houfe. For 
if fhe did, fhe reflected chat her reputation would - 
be endanger’d two ways; one, char it could nor be’ 
done without Fernand’s hearing of it, who would” 
thence take occafion cto break bis promife § anorher;* 
chat if Alexander were purfu'd by his Enemy, and 
chat he fhould fee him come into her honfe} he would . 
be apt to make an ill ‘conftruétion of ic , and that 
might cote to che ears of Fernand, even though he! 
faw him noe. : Be ier cuba be 

Having chus ‘refolv’dto ftick tothe fufer fide, the 

wene down ftairs, and finding Alexander fill ac che’ 
door , “ My deareft Love, faid the to him; Heaven’s™ 
“ my wienefs, how willing 1am to fatisfie your de=” 
“fires, by giving you entrance, not dnely into my’ 
“ houfe; bu even into my heart; whichis abfolucely’ 
“ac your difpofal. I fee you are purfu’d, as you tol 

<‘ me, but it were Coo great an inconvenience rome, _ 
“‘chac you fhould be feen coming into my Houfe ae 
“uch an unfeafonable hour, being a perfon yet fo- 

“ ynblemith’din my repuracion as Iam: I befeech 
“you confider wich your felf what difcourfes it might 
“ occafion. Befides miy Friend, who is my Bed- 
“ fellow'this nighr, is awake, and; as Women are 
“ excreamly inquifitive, fhe will be defirous to know 
“the occafion of my ftay, and who hath kepr me fo 
“ fong from her, forthere isa vegy great familiaricy 
“berween us. Pardon me therefore, chat I'cannoc. 
<¢ oranc your defire ; itis the greateft peri 28 | 
“ oinable co me, that Imuft leave you if fuchadan> 

r th “ger, 


reflecting on .that of my reputation, [ 
hon Mfadbe not. bue you are fo generous; asco prefer. m 
~ Honour ea own Life. pe : / 
_ This unworthy treatmenc of, his Miact. | in fo 
efling an extremity, went, co the very hear of 
ander , nay he. was fo. ftatcled co find himfelé 
thus undeceiv'd, thac.it would not have troubled him 
much if Garceraa had fee wpon him, thac he might be 


pap i 


. 


¢ been fo barbarous, .as co put me.off fo poo ply 
fin fo dangerous.an exigency, or fo inexorable, ugen 
Mg ee ‘entreaties. of fo faithful a Servant. You never 
Aes kindnefs for me; that reputation you 

« Gand {fo © nicely, upon, would haye run.no hazard, 


“ ie in'd, faid he, parting from her, chat you. could 
v 


haa meas.a,Husband; upon which accompr 

only I made my addreffes co you, upon which if 
a you, .ungraceful, Woman,. had encertain‘d me, and 
* not infifted on frivolous refpects grounded on furch 
Sans as I cannot like, my. heare had ac chis time 
en abfolucely ac.your difpofal.. Tomake it de- 


oe this and Services, but Heaven would not 
, Petmicic; and. finceL could find no compaffion in 
et hearty L.wilfgo and ery what I may expect 
om my. Enemy,. with arefolution never to forget 
Bie Lam foimuchaftonifidar. 
bella would have made him fome Anfwer, ‘and, 
aly moy’d ac his difcourfe, was: r2folv'd. to 
fad to aflure him of pas affection, But when 
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re W you would noc, have me co ‘hazard it, finceI . 


veng’d of the affrone done. him: by Tabellay by 
g g before her Eyes, ‘<1 fhould never have ima+ 


MA & cicher as to.your Friend, or my. Enemys by your | 


fuch, hach been the main end of all.my 
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{he went tocall him, he was got a gtear way ¢ wn 
the ftreer, purfu’d by Gareeran, Who cing aflur’d he 
twas che perfon he look’d for, was going to fet upon 
him. His refentment of her ‘unkindnels, confiders 
ing the imminency ofthe danger; feem’d juft to er, 
and being extreamfy croubled thereat, after the hac 
blam’d her feff, fhe quarrel’d at Heaven, which y 
rhe-mean time fecur’d her Lover from danger, atit 
referv'd him for happier adventures. Garceran com 
ing within Piftol-fhor of Alexander, perceiy'd tha 
he had met withhis Friend Don Faymo, who, with) 
his Servant, was'going home. to his: Lodging, which 
prevented him from executing his defign. For Gar. 
ceran being, in appearance, and chat before fevera 
perfons, reconcil’d with him, all would have blam’ 
him, had he-affaulted him upon the old accompr, 
efpecially at advantage, and with) Fire-arms, ~$q 
that feeing he had loft fucha fair Opportuniry to fe. 
venge himfelf, he flipp’d afide, toavoid being’ knowns 
imagining he had not been difcoyet’d. Alexander 
relaced che whole ftory to his friend,’ and how he hag 
been’ purfu’d ‘thither’;. which, he' ‘much wondfed at, 
fecing Garceran fo little minded the engagement 
he had made before fo many perfons of qualiry, and 
“Basclo. Might a bufinets fhould ‘fick fo clofe to hig 
carr. MS REG 2) OO 
Tc was by rhisciine very late, and’as well for chat 
rea‘on, as co be facisfy'd of -whac hs fufpected .F 

Al-xander being near Don Faymo's Lodei 18 “en 
fo'v'd co take part of ic thar night, which his friend) 
was very elad of, They gor in, and ere they lay down, 
they fell into. difcourfe about whac had pafs*dy 
Alexander open’d himfelf to Dou Fayme, and acq) 
| ae i quaincred 
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quainced him how things ftood between him and © 


mutual love chere was becween her and Fersand, and — 
was vex'd co fee his friend had fo far mif-plac’d his 
fféStions, and parcioularly ac che refolucion he had 
made to Marryher ; wherenpon he could not fore 
eartelling him what he had heard of herand Fere 
band. “Which Alexander underftanding, heimme- 
ately prefum’'d , chac che reafon why fhe opened » 
lot the door, muft needs be, chat her former Gal- 
ame was with her. A thoufand. paflages' came into - 
his mind’, buc he: particularly reflected on the pro- 
Hbition, which the crafty “Gentlewoman had made 
‘Aim, of {peaking to:her in che night, and thac ic was 
mnely fince Fernand’s return from AZadrid : Upon 
vhich commiunicating his choughts to his friend, chey 
yyntly concluded, hac F ernand mutt needs'be in the 
Houfe wich her. To be fully affur’d of it, they or- 
‘ered aServane of Don Faymo’s toexamine che ba- — 
ine{s, and to continue in the Streer, ull ic were 
Jay : and for furcher cercaincy, another Servanc was. 
ppdinted co ftand cencry in the other Screet, by 
hich Feraavd was wont co get in ata back-door. 
Wich this precaucion, rhey went to Bed cogerher s 
tt Alexander wasin fuch a:difturbance, chac he 
puld,nor fleep a wink, About ‘half an-hour before 
Day, one ofrhe: Servants: brought inrelligence, chat. 
ehadfeen Don Ferzand going out of the. Houfe. 
elonging to //abella’s Friend , and that about the 
me cime, he had feen /fabel/a in one of the Win- 
ows that look’d inrochar Street, looking on him as 
pwenc out, and thac he was fure ic was no other. 
fan fheher felf. This accompr {atisfy'd Alexander, 
aa PZ : fo 
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Tfabella. Dow Faymo had heard fomewhat of the 
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~ fo fully, thacall che Love he: formerly bore thar im: 


raft, and who was not a fttanger to the Loves of 


reaped thereby. Hearing "fhe ftaid: to: fpeak with 


- -gontaining thele words. 


udent Woman, immediately vanifhed. °*Twas not 
imaginable, that Fernand ‘frequented that Houfe, 
upon the accomprof the Miftrefs of it, » who bein 


* turn’d of fifty, could not be courted. by any Gal. 


jants. Befides , ‘fhe hadthe reputation of | cing a 


verycharitable perfonin Love-affairs, and was wo 


tO promore the enjoyments of yoinger people, ‘an 

to-sive excellent dire@ions how they might moft 
cautioufly accomplith their defires, bh 
The ‘night following, Alexander would himfelf. 
from the Houfe of a certain friend of his, fee: Fer 
wand gecting inco the Sanétuary. of chac charitable 
Sollicicrefs , and for his further affurance, he lay pete 
due upon the. Roof, whence he difcover’d, that thac 
favour’d Gallanc continu’d ‘there, cill word we 
brought him chat he might make-his entrance into 
Tabella’ s. That very night, the‘ diffembling G 
would needs endeavour to fatisie her Lovers as to ch 
diffatisfa&tion he might juftly have conceiv’d: of her. 
To leave nothing unattempted » and to keep :in 
near as might be wich all, fhe fent Alexander a’ Le | 
rer, bya Ser panies maid, in whom fhe repofed gre 


both the Gallants, and promoted the defien of 
Miftrefs in abufing chem, for the advantage the 


him, he call’d her up, and ag from ae a Pay 
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» Signor Alexander, ant 
SJ] Should not think the vefemtment you juftly have 
3 against me fo great as I do, were I able to — 
exprefs the trouble am tn to have been the occa- 
fionof tt, That I have not. been fo compaffionate 
‘ad the exigency requir'd , be pleas’d to attvibute 
to the tenderne{s I had for my own Honour , the 
confideration whereof made me thexorable. 1 
love you beyond my own Life ; but one of my Birth 
and Sex may be pardow’d , if fhe facrijice all 
things to the fecurity of her Reputation, rather 
thanexpofe her felf tothe cenfures of 211 Tongues. 
You may wellimagine, when I denyd you entrance 

into my Houfe, that my good Name musi run a” 
ie hazard with that troublefome Bed-fellow, 
whom, to my unbappinefs, I was then fore’d to 
entertain. Notwithstanding the vefentment 
“wherewith you left me, you could not but obferve 
the distraétion I was in: whence. yow may infer, 
“how thankfully 1 have fince acknowledz’d the 
indulgence of thofe higher powers, who vefcu'd 
you out of a danger, which I thought unavoid- 
able, You could not have lost your. Life in that 
adventure, but mine must have rum the fame 
baxard, and I donot know any thing but Honour, 
ee, D 3 which 
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which I fhould prefer before two things I ace 
compt fo pretiows, Let me therefore conjure you, 
_ to {mother your vefentment of it, and to ap cafe 
your thadignation : which sf I may obtain'of you, 
I {hall think all the devoivs your Love may ve= 
quire little enough to vequtte tt. Your compltance 
with my defives herein will inform mewhat ten= 
derne[s you bave for her fatisfattion and Life, 
who prays Heaven to preferve ws as fhe wi{bes 
it may her's, who loves you with all her foul,» % 

| . we 
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Alexander was extreamly incens’d.at this Letter, 
and though he did all he could co diflemble ic, yer 
the Maid looking on him very earneftly during the 
_perufal, fufficiently obferv’d itin his eeftures. He 
increated her to walk into the Garden, and ftay for an 
Anfwer, which was this. - PROS "ha POAT 


THE LETTER, ARS, 


re fatisfatttons , hitherto, bave ever 
i heightned my Love, but this last hath 
wrought tn me a quite contrary effet, for I know 
at tobe as fur from truth, as 1am from diffimus 
Matin. 1 never thought my felf a perfon to be 
» entertain d onely to pafs away the tedious inter= 
val of another Man's abfence , nor toatheri-— 
— Mabe | diculous 
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dtc: lous part you have put me upon, onelyto come 
“upor the Stages between the feveral As of your 


‘you, know, Ihave difengag’d all refentments of . 
our Hypocrifie, and {hall never complain of the 
frivolous Elufions, wherein you fuffered my Love 
toLanguifh ; m0, 1 ammoe oblig’dto your De~ 
wials, than ever I fhould have been to your Ca=*- 
Welles, My Life indeed would have beenfecur'd, 
if youbad vecetv'd me into your Houfes; but my — 
roxour would have been wrecoverably lost, zf, 
without my difcovery of tt, you could have exer- 
€t8 d your Charity on two feveral perfons, the fame 
night, "Tis very probable you lou'd me beyond 
ur own Life, when, being fo clofely enzgag’d to 
‘another, you thought me the fitteft Perfon in the 
Yorld to make your Diverfion, 1 am really ob- 
gdto thofewho intended to be my Murtherers, 
ce by their means I came to difcover your tm= — 
Ne Make {ure of that fortunate Gallant, 
whom your charitable Neighbour was ufbering to 
‘your Bed , while I was knocking at your Door, 
Makefure of bim, perfidiows Woman, and bence- 
forth, Keep all your Cares and all your Carel] es 
onelyfor him. Live as happily with him as the 
Confcience of your Inbumanity towards me will 
permit, and never think more of Alexander, who, 
for bis part, difclaims all future thoughts of you. 
el | ane 


fecret proftztutions. If it be anyfarisfattion to 


_ Pernaud made his approaches coher Friend, whereat 
_ fhe was excreamly afflitted, J{abel/a was fo croubled 


with affected Lies and Calumnies, for which we mutt 
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icclearly expre(s’d, that ic was through her Houfe, 


at the contents of thac Letrer, that the curs*d che 
diy and hour fhe had fuffered Alexander to court 
her: The onely comfort fhe could raife co her felf, 
was, that fhe knew him ro be of fo generous a dife 
pofition, thar, though he had. a juft eccafion to be 
incens'd againfther, yet would he conceal her weak-' 
nefs, andnot publith the correfpondence thete had 
been betweenthem. This kind of genierofiry mighr 
haply bea liccle practis'd in che Golden Age 5: for 
the people living in chis, have fo far fotgor the Tra- 
dition, that they aggrayace Truths deplorable enough, 


‘ever 
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wer acknowledge out felves oblig’d to che ruling Ca- 
fs of the Times, iy (eho 


© Bue Jfabella’s. unhappine(s was not yet:come to 


“ics height, and che malice of her ill fortune thought 
“not this affliction heavy enough. When the wheel of 
hat vagabond-Goddels begins to turn, every {poke 
ofic brings anew misfortune, one diferace coming 
- ftillin the neck of another. It happen’d then, chat as 


“tobring the Lettertoher Miftrefs, Fernand {aw her 
withicinher hand, fhe having been carelefs ro hide 
ity becaufe fhe was dis- fatish’d with Alexander, who 
fene. Perzand- immediately began co fufpeé fome- 
what, and, undifcover’d, follow’d her tothe houfe 
where / fabella was, and got into one of the. upper- 


_tooms, without any bodie’s taking notice of it. The © 


“Maid, bya fecond overfighr, having left the door 


“open, hewafily faw what pafs’d, he heard the Letter 


\ 


read from one end cothe other, and withall, cheir fe- 
me difcourfes and comments upon ic; che affli&ed 


had onely that time omitted to make her fome pre-_ 
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= Maid was coming out of Alexander's \odgings; 


ady burfting forth into indignation ‘at every word, ° 


and not imgining fhe was over-heard, the. fuffici- 


ew exprefs’d her refencment of fo prefling’a mis- 


fortune. 

- The Gentleman in rhe next room, who would 
have been glad of any occafion co break the promife 
he had made to marry her (for a Lover once admitted 
to enjoymenr harh other-guife thoughts than he who 


ceiv’d them a very fair pretence co difengave him- 
felf. Herherefore goes very confidently into the 
om where they were, and addreffing him(elf to 


Lfabella, 


is {till kept in hope ) hearing all chefe things, con. 


~~ 


Tfabella, who was moft ftartled at his: prefence,’. 
“ Texpected, fa:d he, confidering the mutual obli- 
*¢ cations becween us, that you would have corre- 
“fponded thereto, witha fincerity fucable tommy 
*‘defires, which aim’d onely at this, to feeus one 
“day made one by marriage, and to enjoy thofé 
“pleafures lawfully, and without any fting or res 
“morfe, which we have, upon hopes of the accom- 
“‘plithment of chat facred Tie, prefum’d ro antici- 
“pate. Buc fince, ungrateful creature, I find you lof 
“co all modefty, and have entertain’d new Gallants, 
“Tamfree, codifpofe of thy felf as I fhall chink 
£* moft convenienc: fince it were neither juft, nor 
* rational, I fhould be infeparably bound ro a pers 
“fon, defticute of all condug& and honour, and 
“‘fo live che reft of my daysin perpetual jealoufies’ 
“ anddiftrufts, Having fo faid, he left che room, a 
‘hiecle troubled at che diftra&tion of the Women, but 
‘well facisfi’d in bis own thoughts, chathe tad drawn 
his neck out of che collar, chat is, fhifted himfelf out 
- of an affair, which bred hima great deal of crouble, 
fince his profecution of it to that poinc had been with 
the dif-approbation of his Mother, 
"Tis not to be imagin’d, that the conftancy of any 
“Woman, fhould be able to endure fo great a fhock 
of misfortune, J/abel/a fell into a {wound between 
' thearmsof her Friend, and continu’d init a long” 
time 3 bur at laft being come toher felf again, the 
~” {poke fuch things as rais’d_a grear compaffion in her! 
who heardthem. She fought for remedies to her mi- 
fery, and not finding any {trong enough ro re-engage 
Alexander, who was acquainted with her former en- 
gagement, nor yetto bring back Ferwand, sag fhe 
new 
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the etief the conceiv'd to find her felf fo jullly fight- 
edbyboth, She imputed all her. misfortune to her 
own mis-government of her felf, Whereupon the 


fell a tearing of her hair, and {poke what-ever rage 


tinual difquiec, not finding any comfort: in either ber 
friend’s difcourfes, orher own, In che evening, fhe 


“went to herownhoufe, bur her diftragtions went 
along with her, fo chat it ts norto be imagin’d buc 


the night prov’d as reftlefs, as che day had been un- 


fortunate. «Let us awhile leave her in her bed, now: 


“the fecretc Remembrancer of her former mifcarri- 
ages, in che midft of her troubles and tranfportations, 
and give anaccount what became of Alexander. 

__. Asfoon as he had difparch’d away che Maid with 


his Leteerco £/abel/a, he {ate down a while co con= 


fider wich himfelf what courfe-he fhould rake, for he 


faw chere was nothing tobe expected there, and chac_ 


) 6 had offended, fhe was not,able co {mother ae 


could infpire inco.a Woman exasperated inthe highelt 


degree. 
She pafs’daway che reft of che afternoon in con- 


» it was not for his reputation, co continue his vifics 


-anylonger. Hehad. always had a great inclination 


her jealoufie; Heconfider’d the was a Gencle- 
woman well defcended, and of a great fortune; and 
thereupon he refolv’d co make his addrefles publickly 
—toher, by demanding herin marriage of her Father 
and Brother, which chey, upon the Arf morion, very 
“willingly granted, even with grear demontftrations of 
‘gladnefs, inafmuch as lexauder was a perfon ge- 
merally beloy'd in his Country, as being endu’d will 
thofe 


’ 


forche fair Laodansa, ever fince fhe had occafion’d — 
ST fabellato break forth into char excravagant difcovery — 


Sees 


Maly 
» 
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thofe qualities, which deferv’d the refpests and 
efteem of all. The Contraét of Martiage was foon 
drawn up, and che bufinefs immediately {pread over: 
the whole Ciry of 7: alentia. LG RS ie 
Bur when chis news came tothe ears of L/abella, 
imagine whether fhe were not extremely troubled 
thereat, lay fo much che more, in chat he picch’d on 
che perfon, whom of all he world fhe had moft rea- 
fon to hate, ever fince chat fatal meeting, wherein 
fhe had exprefs’d fo much indifcretion. She faid a 
thoufand things againft her, and made many impre- 
cations againft him and her felf, charging Heaven” 
with injuftice, and fometimes bemoaning her felf, 
and fometimes curfing her misfortune, But it was. 
not onely one fhe had to curfe; for the very fame day 
ic was feconded by another, yet greater, inafi cht 
as Fernand, having had a plaufible occafion to break. 
‘the promife he had made to her, created about a 
marriage, with another fair and rich young Lady, 
whom his motherhad long before recommended co 
him. The Contraé&t wasin afew days drawn up, and 
though done as fecretly as could be, yet was it foon - 
known all over the City, and icwas not long ere rhe - 
news came ro the ears of Z/abella. She fill rerain’d a 
{lender (hadow of confidence inthe love of Fernand, 
which made her imagine he would not break the pro- - 
— gnife ke had made toher, conceiving fhe had fufh-" 
ciently oblie’d him thereto. by che higheft demonftra-- 
tions of loveandtendernefs. Thus fhe flatrer’d het’ 
felf, tillcthe very day thar the was clearly convinc’d © 
of the contrary, faw his marriage concluded, and her 
felfabfolutely forfaken. But refleSting on che other” 


fide, whar an unworthy. breach of cruft fhe was guilty 
of, mi 


: 


* 


Yof, cowards him, to whom fhe had devoted her ho- 
“nour, how could fhe imagine hé fhould not leave her 
“inthe ferch % How could the expe, if they inter- 
‘married, he Prat be able to five with her in per= 
petual difturbances and alarms > The very day chae 
‘certain news was brought her of chis Gentleman's 


‘being married, fhe fell into fuch extravagance, thac 


_ fhe would be reveng’d of her beauciful face ; fhe 
“gave her felf feveral blows, tore her hair; and did alf 
“the aétions, which could onely proceed from mad- 
~nefs and difpair. Her faireyes became two foun- 
‘tains, perpetually running ;:and when her fighes and 
“woman thaclam, would fhe fay, of whomall good 
_ * foreune hath caken its laft leave ; how deferv’dly is 
' “thy ingratitude requited wich ingratitude >. How 
© juftly arc chou punith’d, for having kepe thy faich 
_ toa bafe; creacherous, and perfidious perfon, after 
P “chou hadft entrufted hiny wich the difpofal, of che 
“deareft thine chou hadft inthe world ? Thou fee’ft, 
“he denies the debe ; rhou fee’ft, he paies ic with in- 
~**conftancy and oblivion. Let, all eafie-nacur’d, and 
~ “inconfiderate women. cake example by me; fec 
“chofe, who; "deluded by flatteries and: feigned ca- 
““reffes, are drawn into lofe. what chey fhall never 
_“*tecover again, caft their eyes on. my. mifery, and 


pisteers her a lictle freedonvoffpeech, ** Wretched. 
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“then confider whether there be any other in the 
“world, whofe affli@tion may be compar’d'to mine. 


£7 with for whac all orhersabhor, Deach ; but itis 
© deaf and inexorable,. nay flights me, and will not 
_ come and puta period tomy-troubles. 
_ © Having thus bemoan’d her felf into fome remiffion 
- of her otiefy the went to. fee her Friend, through 
er whofe 
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whofe houfe F ervand came. inco hers; who though he 
endezvour’d all chat layin her power to comfort her, 
yet was her crouble fo great, the caufe of ic fopref. 
fing, and fo little hope of any remedy, chac all her 
remonftrances prevail’d nothing, The onely expedi= 
ent chat feem’d then ro offer it felf, was,to forbid che” 
Banes, fince there was fome ground to do it,But whac 
proof.could be made of fo fecreta Love, without any 
' promife of marriage in writing, or any ceftimony, buc 
chac of a Servanc-maid, who, belonging to Her, 
would not have been fo eafily crediced:?'A fair warn- 
ing-piece, Ladies, for chofe, who, at the fame time, 
admit the Courtfhips of feveral Gallancs, withour 
making any refle&tion on their Honours, the lofs 
whereof they are not fenfible of, cill, by their fubrif 
cajollings, they are brought to remedilefs excremi=. 
ties. — The lattand fureft expediene chis:unfortunace 
Woman could picchupon, was to: become a Nun; 
upon which account fhe was receiv’d into the Royal 
Monaftery of Zaiday. three days afcerthe Marriage 
of Fernand had been fully concluded. He Sa era 

This fudden change occafion’d a great deal of 
_ noifeand difcourfe in Valentia; all wondred ar ir,’ 

" efpecially chofe who knew her to be One of che hand-’ - 
fomeft, andthe moft defirous co be courted, of any 
Lady in Valemia.:Icwas indeed a kind of miracle; _ 
rofeéa young Lady, who fpenc her time fo paffio- — 
nately at Balls, Plays, and other publick meecings;’ 
exchange all rhofe nobler enjoyments of life, for che’ 

- imaginaty felicity of mortification and retir’dnefs, 

This fudden refolution was atcribured, ac firtj norco 

chectue® caufe. chereofy for chings were’ carried fo 
clofely chac very few knewit: bucco the fecrét in< 
fpirations 
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‘fpiracions of that wind, which bloweth where ic litte 
agp is pleas’d to amufe mankind with che ftrange 
‘Ways ic takes, cotranfplanc che affeétions of fuch as 
are ordain’d teeta blifs, from che cranfient ya- 
nities of this world, cothe conftant purfuance of che 
‘perpetual joys ofa better. Thuschis Lady met with . 
a kinder Spoufe'than fhe could have expected elfe- 
where, and fpenc che reft of hertitme wich great con- 
tent!: bleffing her former afflictions, and che 'crofles 
6f her love, which had brought hero rhe tranquillity 
fhe now enjoy’d. When fhe ferioufly reflected on 
the gracious defigns of divine Loveupon her, “fhe 
thought ic an act of graritude,to acknowledge,to fome 
friends, how irhad made her mifcarriages the ‘fub- 
‘je& of ics indulgence, and, inftead of punithing, had 
Tewarded het weaknefs 5 nay fuch was her defire to 
give Godthe glory of her converfion, thac fhe free 
uently ufed this expreflion, That in chac Houfe, 
‘wherein there are many manfions, ‘fhe hop’d there 
was one for fuchpenitenc AZagdalens as fhe, who, by 
timely repentance, expiate the follies of cheir greener 
years. Nor was'this acknowledomenc of hers unre- 
yarded even in this lifes for fhe became rhe Oracle 
nd fpiricual Diregtrefs of all ‘chofe, whofe Love- 
isfortunes reduc’d themteany extremity, efpeci= 
“ally thofe of her own fex, ‘of whom fhe fo effeQtually 
‘convitic’d many, thar, difeuftine the world, chey em- 
brac’da Religious life. “After fome’years fhe was ad- 
vane'dtothe Government’ of the Monaftery,’ afcer 
‘fhe had put forth feveral little Tracts of Devotion, 
reof on€ was in Verfe, enticuled, 4) Basket of 
ritual Flowers, or aCollettion of Divine'Poe ms, 
efefpread her fame into divers parts of Spain, bit 


Le age 


‘ac Valenti, the fanctity of her Live, and herfcharicable 


felves to her, were the admiration of all, 1 fomuch 
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dire&tions co fuch as had occafion to addrefs them= 
chat fhe wasrepuced.a Saint, even while, the liv’d.. 3 i 
“Eernand hada wife, but God was.pleas’d CO Pu= 
nith his »perfidioufnels with her barrennefs , for fhe 
borehim no children ; and inftead’ of che great for. 


- tunes he expeéted with her, he had. many bags, full 
of Law-futes, croubles, and differences wich other 
- people, and nor afew difconcencs wich his wife, He 


with’d, but coo late, that he had rather entred into @ 
Monaftery, chan into, Matrimony, the inconveni= 


~ ences. whereof fuficiently convine’d him, that J/ae 


bella had made the becter choice... He vifited her 
often; and was oblig’d co her for-her prudent and 
pious admonitions... Nay.to facishe che world, chac 
the had Jefe behind her in ic all her refencments of 
his demeanor cowards her, there are in’a volume of, 
Spirstwal Letters which the put forth, feveral Lecrers, 
{he had. writtes co him, upon occafion of fome diffe, 
culties he had propos’d.co. beri. <> yeane 5 pay 

On the contrary, Alexander’ was the» happieft. 
tan in che world in his difpofal of himfelé;. his Lao- 
damia brought him many fine children, and, by che 
death of fome friends ,.a far greater fortune chan he, 
could have expe&ted. «, They alfo vifited-cheir_ old aCe 
quaintance Tfabella, who, received ¢aem kindly, and 
eavethem occafionto, admire che frange attractions 


of Divine Love in that. perfon,..and the -efteam they 


had before forthe vexcellency of cher endowments; 
was riow converted into. arevetence of her fandtitys 
andanadmiracion ofher.condu@. oe \g ae 
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| » high Qualicy, was born at V7 tile-Franche. 


de Vierco, an anciene City, upon che 


SAAN confines of Galicia, He was defcen- 


| | ded froma very noble Family, and was 

‘brought upinhisown Country, with his elder Bro- 

pttier Don Fernand Oforio, anda Sitter called Donua 
‘ ' ; sf Tree 


Con- 
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Worldere he was full fifteen years of Age, he wa 
fore’d into that courfe of Life, which is commonly: 
taken by rhe younger Brothers of Noble Houfes, 
who have nor much left them , and wich the licele 
Money he could ger cogether, he went to trail a 
Pike in Flanders. We behav’d himfelf fo gallantly - 
there upon feveral occafions, that he got che Colours 
of a Company of Foor, and after other fuccefsful 
encounters againftthe Dutch, ke was advanc’d ro the. 
Command of the fame Company. Having after= 
wards inthac Charge made yet greater ‘demonftra-" 


“ tions of his Condué& and Valour 5 his moft Serene’ 


Highnefs the Arch-Duke Albert prevail’d with his 
Majefty co beftow on him che Order of the Knighes 
of Alcantara, with an\affurance of the firft Com- 
mandery, that fhould be void, belonging ¢o chac 
Order. Having obrain’d chac , he fttll continu’d his 
Military employments, till fuch time as there was 2 
Ceffation of Arms made berween 'the King and his 
Enemies of the Loy te to lafta year anda 
day. This opportunity, togecher with che news he 
receiv'd out of Spaiz, of his. Elder Brocher’s Death, 
oblie’d him co defire leave to, make a journey inro 
his Country, where two Children his Brother had 
left, and his own Sifter, ftood in need of his pre- 
fence ; the former, to be proteéted by him 3 the 
larcer, to be difpos’d of in marriage. Doz Pedr, 
arriv’d at Ville-Franche, fifteen days after, his Sifter’s 
departure rhence for Varlladolid, where che Court 
was then, withan Aunt of his, a Widdow, his Fa- 
ther’s Sifter, who would needs have her along with 
‘bet s chis old Lady, who hada great mine hs 
’ > Der, 
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‘ et, having refoly’d co leave her all fhe had at her 
ith, in hopes fhe’might with thofe advantages meet — 


Withabetcermacch, = 
_ As foon as Don Pedro was come into his Country, 
he tool order about his Brother’s Eftate, and the 
Tuition of his Nephews, whom he left in the cuftody 
an antienc Kinfman of his, whom having entrufted 
‘With che care of their education and maintenance, 
refolv’d co go and vific his Sifterac /% ailladolid. 
AS he was fetting things in order for chat Journey, 
‘paling through the broad place of Ville-Franche, 
he faw abundance of people, going towards an Inn, 
which was at che end of it, accompanying two Lit- 
tets, inone whereof there was an old Gentleman, 
and, in that which follow’d, a young Lady, whofe 
cendent Beauty, heightned by the fumpcuoufnefs 
‘of heratcire, ravifhed the eyes and hearts of all thar 
faw her, but above all thofe of Dow Pedro, He was 
foenflam’d by thar cranfient fight of her, thar, co- 
yering with his Cloak the Order he was of, he fol- 
dowd he Litcer, fo tranfported our of himfelf, chac 
The reflected not on what chofe who obferv’d him 
might fay of his demeanour. He faw. her lighting at 
che Inn-gate ; andif he was before rais’d into a kind 
‘of aftonifhmenc at che beaucy of her Face, he was 
nowno lefs, ac che handfomnefs of her Body, the 
“magnificence of her Cloathing, and the fiveetnels 
of her aie Ina word, he was reduc’d to 
fuch an extremity by che paffion he immediarely fele 
in himfelf for ber , chac he made enquiry , and fer 
himfelf to find our, who chat miracle of perfections 
night be, which had fo of a fudden furpriz’d his 
Heart, and attain’d fo abfoluce a difpofal of his Li- 
ee 0 ee berty. 
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' for, meeting with one of her Servants going from 


“co know, and who is my Mafter, is called che Mar. 
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berty. He was foon farisfy’d .as to chat particular, 


the Inn towards the Market-place , he with much 
civilicy ask’d him, who that old Gentleman was, and 
whicher he was chen going ? Tne other, who unde 
ftood civility well enough, return’d him chis Anfwer, 
“< The Gentleman, whofe name you are fo defirous 


“ quels Rodolfo, a perfon of the higheft Rank next 
“to Soveraign Princes, whe comes into Spain, af 
“ Ordinary Ambaffadour, from the Emperour 6} 
“Germany, to his moft Catholick Majefty che Kit 
“* of Spaiz,. He brings along with him his beauti 
“Daughter, the Lady AZargaret, to be married 


© earneft- 
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© e: patel fo thac his Imperial Majefly feems 
“ defirous that this March fhould go forward. We 
can ie by Sea, but had fuch diftrefs of Weather, . 
“that wewere like tobe caft away feveral times. 
«While we were in that danger, my Mafter, aGen- 
< tleman much inclin’d co Devotion, made a Vow 
“that if he efcaped, through che incerceffion of the. 
« glorious Patron of Spasz, (for whom he hath a 
articular Devotion ) he would vific the place 
““ where his facred Body lies buried , fowell known 
all over the ‘World for the great Miracles daily 
“done there. Being come to Vailladalid, my Ma- 
~“fter continu’d there fifceen days , during which 
€time all chings were agreed upon in ordeérto che. 
Marriage, Thac greac affair being concluded, ha 
“would needs perform his Vow, and go to Saint 
¢ Famess. His Nephew Leopol/dzs is not comea- 
“Jong with him, but flays at /ai/adolid, to fend to 
~ Rome for the Difpenfation, for the Lady Margaret 
“and Signor Leopoldus are Coufin-Germans. Thus 
“6 Sir, I think I have’ facisfy’d your defire, as tothe 


. 


* queftion you put to me. 3 

~~ Dow Pedro gave the Setvanc very great thanks for 
‘the accompr he had given him of his Mafter , and 
affur’d him he would requite his kindnefs, if it fay in 
his power, and fo took leave. This difcourfe hap- 
pen’d after nighr, as chey walk’d over the Marker- 

‘place, it being fo dark as chat che Marquefs’s Servant _ 

‘could noctake any particular notice of Doz Pedro, 
‘who did all he could coavoid being difcover’d. The 
‘accompt he had receiv’d, chat che Beauty, which had 
ftollen away his heare atthe firft fight, was already 
engao’d , and, within a fhorc time to be married, 
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caus’d him to return home a much’ faddet Man tha 


he had left it. This affligtion, wich the fovewhich he ~ 
already had for her, bereav’d him of alf ref. That 


~ verynight, he would needs go and fee the Marquefs 
and bis Daughter at Supper ,. yet fo as thar he might 


not be perceiv’d by them. The mafter of the Houfe 
plac'd him fo as thathe might fee all at hiseafe, yee 
not be feen himfelf ; and his wasto leap out of rhe 
frying-pan into the fire. The next day, the Marquefs” 
wentthence, foasthar Dex Pedro faw not the Lady 
Margaret any more that time :. not was he much’ 
troubled atic, for having in che night advis’d with’ 
his pillow, to find our fome remedy for his difquier, 
he found ic neceflary, rhac he fhould not be feen, 
either by the Marquefs, or his Daughter, or any one 
belonging to them, that he might rhe better compafs 
a défien which onely Love could infpire bit wees 
all, : oR 

The Kingdom of Galicia is very full of moun- 
tains, and confequently the way co Saint Fazses’s: 
muft be croubfefome to travel, fo that the. Mar pe 
could make but fhort Journeys , whence Dox Pedro 
inferr’d, that he could not be back in lefs than twenty 
days ; prefuming he would make fomie aboad at 
Compoftella, to do his devotions, and refrefh himfelf, 
ere he fet our for his return, Accordinely, he dif- 


_ pos’d of his affairs in’ order tothe defign he had be. 


thought himfelf of ; and, taking leave of all his ac- 
quaintance, he wentro Poert-ferrada, a Town which 
Tay four Leagues furcher from the Court than Ville- 
Franche.’ He took up his Quarters at an Inn, whence 
he ftirr’d not in the day-time, but onely took the air 
alictle inthe nicht, yer wich fucha caution not co be 

! : known 


Ps 


"yomiisinted with “his qualicy, and the defen had 


ture from Ville-Franche. Felician (fo was this faith- 
ful Servant named) perceiving his Mafter more me- 
“Yaneholy than he had been wont to be, and chat 
“Fomewhar kept him from refting in the night, for he 
“heard bim difquietly curning in his bed, and fighing 
Ba. anion, he imaein’d chac che caufe of his 
“difturbance was not at Pontferrada, inaftuch as if ic 
had been, he would nor have fail’d, night or day, to 
difcover by his vifics, what could nor be known by 
his difquiers and fighs, Thus this difcreet Lover not 
“difeovering any ching of his fecret paffion, Felician 
could nor ghefs at the occafions which bred fuch a di- 
“ftraStion in his mind : nay though he did all fay in his 
“power topry intoit, yet could he never meee with! 


“any facisfaction. One day, ‘finding “his Mafter all | 


alone; and not able to endure char referv’dnefs in 
him ahy longer, he thus {poke to him. re. 
2 T fhould never “have imagin’d, Sir, chat you 
yi colild be guilty of fo great-a clofenefs cowards ‘a 
 fervant, . whom’ yoirhave ever found faithful, and 
to love you ever beyond his own life. You have 
_ heretofore thoughe me worthy: the knowledge of 
“ yout moft imporcant fecrers; pardon m2, if I pre- 


» “fume torell you, chat your filence nowgives me 
<¢ juft caufe to conceive, thar you have not the fame 


»“thoughes ofme, and charI mult be guilcy of fome 
bax E 4 ** crime, 
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‘Known'to any, that he/difcover’d himfelf conone of — 
the Inhabicants, but onely bis Land-lord, whom he — 


‘brought him chither. He was accended onely byone | 
“Servant, whofe fidelicy and courage hehad many ' 
"years experienc’d, for he had ferv’d him as a Soldier, _ 
‘and waiced on him, from the time ofhis firftdepar- 
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“¢ crime, whereof }_ have not my felfthe leaft appre 
¢chenfion.. Wherein, I pray, Sir, m pe I- 
lil thouents 


~ 


“< ded you? You muft needs harbour fome ill thoughts 
“ofme, fince' you conceal ffom me che difquie 
- *¢which deprive. you of all appetite co meat or reft, 
~ Sure chey proceed from Love, or I am migheily 
“‘mifizken., You clofe nor your eyesall night, and 
_ “Spend the day in retirement, avoiding all. fociecy, 
“Cand giving. your felf up to perpetual folitude, and. 
‘. melancholy 5. which I am extremely troubled co! 
fee, You have left your Country, celling . your’ 
"friends char you were. going. co Court’; ... whereas 
“vou continue in an obfeure place, abe occa 
“afraid to be Known. |’ Tis impollible for me'to for-. 
“‘bear.orieving avit, aslongas 1am ignorantof the. 
“caufe theréof. Pardon my curioficy, Sir,..which 
“< however impertinent, is an argumenc of my faith 
“and readinefs to ferve you... I know it tobe the 
** duty of a good and faichtul Servanc, punctually and 
“implicitly ro obey che commands of his Matter, 
** without infinuacing himfelf, further into his fecret ‘ 
“rhan he is willing he thould be acquainted theres 
“with, have hicherto kept my felf, within chofe 
“bounds, and have foliv’d with you aschat I fear 
** not any: reproach you can make me. But now at 
“‘Jaft, my ancient’ fidelity gives me the boldnefs ro 
** ask yous What. bufinefs may have brought you to” 
* chis place 5° what occafions your difquiet, and whac_ 
“vou intend co do inthis obfcure Inn, where you 
* admit not of any enjoyments 2 Have you a greater 
“confidence of the happy Matter of chis Houle, 
» € whom you have known but within thefe four days, 
f¢ chan of anold Servant, of whofe ‘zeal and fidelicy . 
Ho) Wk you 
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you have’had fo many experiences? You have 
heretofore thought my advice worth, the asking, 
yhave follow’d it, in things, for ought I know, 
Of aS great imporrance as this 1s, PS: 7 
Felician having thus ended his complaint, his 
Mafter conceiv’d himfelf oblig’d ro make him fome 
Anfwer, which was this. ‘¢ Fe/icran, I muft confefs, 
<¢ J have look’d onithee, and that juftly, as my friend, 
~acitle I may well allow one who hath fhar’d with 
me, in war, the dangers, in peace, the enjoyments 
<¢ Ihave been engag’d in, It isa very hard ching, noc 
ass co fayimpoffible, that'any man fhould, in the dif- 
~  pofal of himfelf, cake a courfe contrary tothat in- 
“tended him by Heaven ; choughic be faid, char a 
* wife man fhail have dominio over the Stars, chac 
“ig (as Aftrologers expound ic) humane Prudence 
£¢ fhall elude che decrees of Face. Iamborn tolove 
© aBeauty, which furprifing my hearc, hach wichall 
~* poflefs’d it felf of allthe faculties of my Soul. I 
" * find my felf no longer Mafter of my own liberty, 
_*chac I am nor able co make the leaft difpofal of my 
“will, and foirwere a madnefs forme, to oppofe 
** the inclination, wheretorhe fovereign Powers have 
“ made me fubject. I fuffer my felf ro be foolifhly 
_ “catri’d away by my ‘paflion, though I know well 
enough chat I accempe. aching abfolutely impoffi- 
“ble, and beyond my ftrength, . Thisis che caufe of 
« my difquier, mufing, and melancholy, {pending 
“the nights without reft, and che day in folitude, 
** fuffering a rhoufand afflictions. which I. cannot ex- 
prefs, and loving where Lam not to hope the leaft 
_ “return of Love, by reafon of an invincible obftacle 
thar liesinmy way. Thisis chat deftroys my en- 
* * joyments, 


- 
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yi Sam Storga,and Ville-Franche , whéncé I derive my 
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<< joythents, and poifons all my joy. I have feen tha % 
“ divine Beauty, that motral Angel, thar Prodigy o ‘i 
«miracles, who pafs’d rhrouch our Town with her 
“ Father the Marquefs Rodo/fo : che excellent en- 
€ dowments fheis Mifttis of, and which thou maift 
“have admir’d as well as my felf, are allthe excufe 
“Tcanalledge forthe blindnefs of my paffion: but 
<¢ they feed ic not with anyhope. There is an obftacle 
ties between me’ and the poffeffion of her, which 
<¢T fhall find it impoffibleto remove. This tranfcend-_ 
“Cenc Beauty isalready made fure to a Gentleman — 
* of greac worth, who is her Coufin-germane, 
‘named Leopoldus, and me-thinks I fee her ready. 
“ro join hands withhim. I heat fuch high commen- 
* dations of his excellent parts, that Ifind the lictle 
“hope [had ready to leaveme. Tove her, or to 
“ fay bercery Ladore her, and if Imay judge by the 
¢prefent agitations of my heart, may fay, ic will 
“ never be difengag’d’ from the paffion I have for 

“her. I know icts madnefs in met think of her, 
“and that I cannot,” without extravagance, ever. 
“¢ hope fhe may be mine, ‘co the difappointment of a 
*‘ young Lord, who, wich the advantages of bloud, 
“hath all thofe of nature. Nay I chink’ic almoft im- 
~“poffible to find ouc'fome means ro acquaint het 
“with my Love, andto get a Letter convey’d co 
“her. I know chac\the houles of Oferie, Toledo, 


© extraction, are nor inferiour to thofe of Redolfs on 
*€ Leopoldus, and confequently thar I am as nobly 
€ defcended as (he iss that would not be the greareft 
€obftacle, if I could but make my’ felf known at 
“*Courr, I hear thac fheintends thither, when fhe 

| returns 
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“tecurns from her pilgrimace ; I have but three 
“¢¢months to carty on this bufinefs, which is che' time 
requifice to get the difpenfation from Rome. I 
‘ee havea long. time confider'd with my felf of the - 
cc means, how I might ser accefs toher, and chac I 
“conceive the moft likely to take, isto counterfeic, 
c¢ what indeed is bur too real, a cercain difttaétion 
éofmind. By acting the mad-man’s parr, I miglit fo 
#¢difeuife my exttavagancies, as that che Father, 
- pleas’d with my humour, may haply carry me along 
“with nimtothe Court. This ceétrainly isa defign - 
*¢ fancaftick enough, and not onely contraryto my, 
“ ality, but abfolutely oppofire’ro the opinion I 
x éfhould endeavour to raile my felfin the wotld. I 
‘chayea certain-confidetice, that ar Coure I hall be 
«known to very few, becaufe T have been a lone 
&¢ rime out of Sparx. ° Befides thefe confiderarions, 
«¢che habit I will put on, béing alcogerher extrava- 
cant, 1 fhalt be fo difeuis’d, chae my neareft 
friends and relations will hardly know me. If, by 
this means, I can get into the Marquefs’s houfé, 1. 
€€ fhall hope the plot will cake. For I have heard this 
Lady is not fully fatish’d with the marriage, ‘having 
+ underftood that her Coufin is a perfon ofa de- 
“bauch’d life, and inclin’dto Women ;. and thac 
fhe admits of his addreffes onely out of obedience . 


“to her Father. Ihave communicated my defign to 

“che Mafter of the houfe, as being adifcreer per- 
_ © fon, who may ferve me, and purs me in hope co get 

“<meinto the Marquefs’s fervice, whem he comes 
- to give him an accounc of my pleafant extrava- 
_  gancies,as we have already agreed together. - Thus, 
» © my dear Felician, hayel given thee a faichful cha- 
AS “¢ rater 
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<¢rader of my felf, thou know’ft now as -much as 1 
“do, as well of my afflition, asmy love; miftruft 
“nor che confidence Ihave of thee, and affit me 
<¢ wich all chy wit and induftry, or expect ere long co. 
“be a witnelsof my deparcure out of chis world, 
Felician, out of compliance with his Mafter, ap- 
proved of the projeét, though he doubred much che 
fuccefs of ic. Hefaw his Matter was coo far tran- 
fporced to receive any prudent adyice 5 fo chat he 
promis’d co. affift him‘according to the defign he had” 
laid coger accefs to his Miftrefs, and troubled not his. 
thoughts with any thing bur how co compafsic. | Ie, 
was his bufinefs cherefore to get cloaths made forDo 
Pedro, furable to his extravagance. He put him into 
a Caffock after che old fafhion, with puffs ac che 
fleeves of green cloth, and large skircs, a Cloak fome- 
what like a Rocker, very fhort, anda AZi/an Cap, of 
ereen Plufh. Being thus difguis’d, he chang"d his” 
quarters, and went co che Hoft’s Brother's houfe, who 
alfo muft of necefficy be acquainted. with the fecret.” 
All this could not. be done wichoue fome yellow 
pieces, whereof he had brought good’ {tore ont of | 
Flanders , withfome Jewels of value he had gotten 
by gaming, ac which he was very fortunate. ee 
About chis ime the Marquefs, with che beautiful 


bo 


Lady his Daughrer, were upon their return from cheir 
pilgrimage. Before they got to Pontferrada, the’ 
beams of his Litcer broke, fo that he was forc’d so" 
_cometo the Town on horfe-back, and toftay there 
two days, while the Liccer wasmended, The Mar- 
ques cook up che fame Inn where Dow Pedro had 
‘Jode’d, as being the beft in rhe Town, The Hof be- 
“ing cau@he whache had co faycothe Marquefs, ua 
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the furcherance of Dox Pedro’s defign, foon met 
with an opportuiity todo ic. For, as moft perfons 
Of Quality, when they cravel, are very inquifitive to 
‘know what is rare or remarkable ar the places through 
which chey pafs , the Marquefs defirousto hear what 
there might be at Powtferrada, call’d for the Holt. 
' Having cravell’d feveral times before into Spaiz, he . 
_ fpoke the Language very well, was a very fociable © 
perfon, and glad of Company. | 
The Hoft being come into che room, he began to 
ask himi concerning the Antiquities of the Town, 
the illuftrious Families had liv’d in it, the difpo- 
‘fictions of che Inhabirants, the beaury of the Ladies, 
“and fuch particulars : wherein the Hoft fatisfy’d 
him, giving him a very exa& accounc of all he knew. 
Among the antiquities arid remarkable: chings of ché 
Town, lie came to fpeak of Dox Pedro, telling fuch 
 ftories of him as mighr raife a defire inthe Marquefs 
‘tofeehim, ‘“ There iscomes fad he to his, within 
“thefe fifteen days, a very rare perfon rothis Town, 
© fanraftically clad in a green ftuff;. but chére is 2 
<¢ orearer extravagance in his behaviour chan.there is 
_ “inhiscloaths, and yet inthe height of his diftraSti- 
» Son, chere may be obferv'd certain fhadows of un- 
© derftanding and fatednefs which render him excel- 
*Jene good company. Being asked by fome of our 
“Inhabitants, who he was, lam, faid he, Sontothe © 
“ River Si/, which pafles by the walls of this Town,- 
_ “atid defcended from one of che moft illuftrious 
© Families of Galicia, He expects to be treated 
“ with your Honour, and your Lordfhip, in difcourfe, 
 “thouzhheis known byche title of Kaighe of the 
“Noble Order of the Marigold. The fooleries he tells 
4273 . am we) 
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“to make good che title he aflumes, are fo ridicus 
*Jous, that chey force Laughter from che moftme- 
*¢lancholy. He feldome comes out of his Lodging, 
‘feeds high, and we cannoc imagine whence he 
“€ fheuld have. means to liye at chat race. He hatha 
<< Servant to wait on him, who knows the lengch of 
“¢ his foot, and complies with himin his madnefs, 
“ either for his advantage, or chat he hatha foft place. 
<< in his Head, as well as. his Mafter; and I chink 
“¢ rhem both very well worth your notices I wonder 
“¢ che Knighr hath nor been yet co wait on your Exe 
“‘cellency ; for he is mighty defirous to converle 
© wich Strangers, and finds chem oucas foon ashe 
* hears of their arrival. & Roshi oie ae 
The Marquefs was much pleas’d with chis Rela 
tion of che Holt, and defir’d him ro bring him ac- 
quainced with chat noble Knight. The fair Lady 
Margaret exprefs'd alfo adefire to fee him, for fhe 
had been prefent at che Holt’s difcourfe. Heeladly 
fatisfy’d them, being over-joy’d the Prologue of the 
defign had taken fo well. He wene co his Brother’s- 
to fetch him, having before cold che Ambaffadour, ” 
chat he mult creat him honourably, if he expe&ted co 
make any fpore wich him ; inafmuch as, being ex-— 
treamly felf-conceited in his madnefs, he would be © 
pur out of all humour, if he were enrercain’d with 
any dif-refpect, or indifference, betta i 
~The Marquefs, who was a perfon naturally inclin’d, 
to mirth and civility, promis’d him he would obferve 
his direStions. Whereupon the Hoft marches away 
for Den Pedro, who came intothe room very humo-; — 
roufly. in his fool’s coat, makthg wry mouths, and — 
fome fanraftick eeftures, the introduction to his fus 
cure: 


i 


| ilar tsa Seo re aR ea A mY 


Nov,2. °° of the Marigold, == = 63 
ture exeravagance. The Ambafladour, how ferious 
foever he would appear, as being oblig’d by his qua- 
lity co diflemble, could not forbear Laughing, to fee 
him in chat equipage, attended by Felicsaz, who, on 
the other fide, acted very well che parc had been 
given him. He wencto receive him ac che Chamber- 
Poi, wich this complement ; ‘* Welcome tothe 
“ nobleft piece of Gallanrry chat ever Spaiz faw ; 
“welcome the mirrour of all rhe brave Knights chac 
ever were celebrated for their heroick Actions. © 


t 


“** The News your Excellency tells me, replies Dox 


4 


as Pedro, defervesnot the reward may be expected 
“for it: you are extreamly miftaken, if you chink 
“your felf che firft of chofe who have admir’d Na- 
~“cure’s prodigality cowards me in excellent pares 
“and endowments. Give me the favour at leaft, 
“< anfwersthe Marquefs, to be one of che moft faich- 
a ful wicneffes thereof, which no doubrc J thall, if 
~* you pleafe but co honour me a while with your 
, “fweet company. Forasa rich Diamond pleafes all 
¥¢ che world, fo the attractions of your countenance, 
and che cranfcendent infinuation of your behaviour 
_ * forces the admiration of all that fee you. 
~ Dox Pedro was by this time got near che fair Lady 
Margaret, whereupon looking with a certain afto- 
mifhmenc on her miraculous Beauty , ‘*My Lord 
_“Marquefs, fad he to hime, I befeech you forbear ac 
_ “prefent che praifes you are pleas’d to give me , for 
_ “Sit were to profane chofe which are due co this ex- 
“cellent creature, I pray lec me know whether fhe 
**be your Daughter ; for if the be, you will be much _ 
‘ concern’d in the Elogies I {hall give this --- rhis --- 
* chig-=- ( well) Miracle. Her coming into the 
a “ world 
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* world was ro embellifh our Hemifphere, to fupply 
“© Cupid with freth Darts, to become the Load-ftone. 
€ of Hearts, the delight of che Eyes, che aftonifh= 
“ment of the Univerfe, che mafter-piece of Hea= 
“yen, and che miracle of Nature. By the Noble 
‘Order of Knight-wood I am of, Ifwear, that the 
“very minute I firft caft my Eye on this accomplifh’d 
‘Beauty, I found my heare was grown rebellious, 
“ and no longer mine ;_ my will bereav'd of all free= 
“dome; and my foul become abfolutely her sve, 
“Tn a word, Sir, I chink my felf fomewhar different 
“from what I was before , and the more I feel J 
“felf, the more I am aftonifh’d ac the ftrange Meta= 
“‘ morphofis. The commendations’ you give me, 
“renowned Knight, replies the Lady, fmell coo 
“© much of flactery: I am confident youdo not your’ 
“felf believe one half of what you have faid, and 
‘therefore it will be hard for you to perfuade me to 
“ic, You confider not chat you ag againft your own 
“Sentiment, when you fpeak againft your Confci- 
“ence, I fhould never advife a Gallant, wh6 would 
“¢ raife himfelf anefteem withthe Lidies, ro hazard 
“¢ his own difappoincmenc by foill a Prologue ; for 
“to give undeferved praifes breeds a fufpition of 
““imperfe@tions ; andcto be forc’d tothe belief of 
< Falfhood brings cruth into queftion, The cruch, T 
“tell you, replies the amorous Extravagant, is fuch, 
“fopure, foclear, andfo far from all fulpition of 
“being otherwife, chac you fhall ever find it as plain- 
“ly in my Mourhas in your own Looking-olafs. Be 
“not fohafty, honourable Knight, faysthe Ladyto 
“him, be pleas’d co take a Chair, for we defire ro” 
<¢difcourfe with you at leifure. Wete ir Heaven's 
<¢ pleafures 


*!. — Veer we ee ohh ninth Lt ee Uo eae aC tL ike ok ais ATS Oe Bae od 


ry Pes Z t di 


Noval  fthe Marigld, = bg 


rc pleafure, Madam, {ays Dox Pedro, as foon as he’ 


“was fare, chat I might ever continue near you: buc 
Tfeeche honour you are pleas’d to dome will be 
bur fhore, and my joy foon be over, for I under- 
*¢ftand, chac within two days you leave this place, 
“¢and if you go without me, I fhall dye out of pure 
“orief, In the mean time, give me leaveto look 
$¢on chis manfion asthe Empyreal heaven, fince fo 
““ great a Deity hath honour’d ic wich her prefence. 
“We forget all civility, fays the A¢arquefs, when 


“(we fall into orher difcourfe, before you have firft - 


SCentercain’d us with your own noble adventures; 
*¢ chac we may thereby know what refpects we ought 
“topay your worth. There is nor any due to me 
Sir, replies the difguiz’d Cavalier 5. but that the 
“<¢fervice, Ihave vow’d you, may berhe betcer te- 


“¢ ceiv’d, I will give you an accounc of my extrection, . 


“and relare you, the perfe& hiftory of my Life hi- 


“‘therto: be pleas’dto afford your attention co what . 


€¢T fhall fay... 


~ ©The Kingdome of .Galrora was heretofore go- 


“*vern’d by Counts, and afrerwards-by Kings. Gov- 


*¢ domar reign’d in that time, and continu’d a Wid- 


** dower after che burial of his fir Wife, by whom 
<*hehad no other Childreh bue.che Infanta, 7 heo- 
“ domira; Who coming co reign after him was called 
“che VVenchine-Queen. ‘she fellin love withthe 
“ Gallant Ricaredo, one of che richeft and propereft 
“¢ berfons in the Kingdome. He ever kepr about. the 
“* Court, and was.a Kinfman, though fomewhat afar 
““off, roche King, burt his principal Favotirice, by 
** which means he had accef$ into the Queen’s cham- 
*Sber; and got of her chac favour whereby Mankird 
ents FE ‘Cis 
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“is. propagated. I prov'd co be the’ iflue of thae 
‘‘amorous Union, and che good hour of my birth — 


* . ts arse , 
*happen’d ac arcime chacrhe King chanc'd to be at 


© the world, it feems, to run through all che misfors 


“ Lap, to be; deliver’d co a Brothér of hers,-who 
-*“ was alfo acquainted with the bufinefs. -As fhe 

“* went our of the Infanta’s Lodgings, fhe meets 
' with the King, going to vifithis Daughter. She 


ra 


“ his Dauhter’s lodging, The pains of Child-bireh ” 


‘ - % pid A 
' “furpriz’d her 5 and being a Novice in fuch adyens 


“tures, {he could not diflemble her Labour, even in 
‘the -prefence of her Father, who imagin’d it was 
““fome other accident had happen’d co her, Ber 
“ X7\Tomen holp her to Bed, noc knowing the difeafe 

‘cat troubled her; but not long afer I came into. 


“runes that have happenedto me fince. Being rés 
** ceiv'd into the world by a faichfil Servants who 
“knew of my Mother’s Loves, fhe took mein het 


“* was affraid his curiofity would have ego’d him on 
*€ co examine what fhe had in her Lap ;. which made 
“her turn back of a fudden, and, bya fecret pair of 
‘* ftairs, go down into the Garden, where haying 
“¢ difpos’d me into a little wicker Basket, fhe put me 
“into the River Si/, which ran bythe wall chereof, 
“and rold the Infanca char fhe had ‘deliver’d me to 
her’ Brother, as they had refolv’ds 1 was carty’d 
“awhile on the Cryftal waves of chat ‘clear River, 
“bur ac laft, the water crowing fomewhac rough, 1 
““ funk, and was receiv’d into the arms of the God 
“ of chat River,who encompafs'd by his fair Nymphs, 
“conduged me intohis own Chryftal palace. You 
“may haply imagine this difcourfe a feign’d ftory 
“ raken out of che inventions of che Poets5 buc give. 

| é © me 


“Sme leave to affure you, that che bufinels happen’g 
tno otherwifethanasItellyou; 
ties “<I was broughr up bythe Nymphs in chat fecrer 
ra Mank 


; on, and inftruéted by the God of the River, 
~** who with’d I might prove worthy fo noble an edu- 
cation, He caus’d meto be inftruéted in all man- 

*¢ner of Sciences, and {par’d no pains co make’ me 


tet Tse eoag | 
re n accomplifh’d perfon. I learnt three or four 
Languages, bue particularly the Latin above any 


Ns: of e other. Being arriv'd to che cwencieth year 
** of my Age, Loye, to fhew his omntpotency, and 
“ chat all places are under his jurifdition, caus’d bis _ 
3 flames co faften on me even through the water.’ In 
*€ char Virginal company of Nymphs, there wasone, ~ 
*© for whom the God of thac watery habitacion hada 
£© particular efieem; and fhe deferv’d ic, for fhe 
* very much excell’d all her Companions ; her name 
was Anacarfia. Her endowments were extra- 
“ ordinaty, and herbeaucy beyond all comparifon. 
£€In complexion and ftacure fhe came fomewhat 
near chis fair Lady your Daughter , and had the 
“fame advanrace over che reft of the Nymphs, as. 
the Delphick Torch hath over the other Planets, 
 Sheplay'd excellently well on afl kinds of Inftru- 
“© mencs ; to fum up all in a word, fhe was a prodigy 
“ of ail perfeGtions. I fell fo paflionately in love 
“ with chis beaury char I had noc aminure’s reft, from 
€ che time char liccle Deity had wounded my hearr, 
€£ wich che morral darts of her {parking Eyes. I. 
found ica hard bufinefsco difcover my love to her, 
“in regard could never meetheralone. She was 
perpetually haunted by fome of thofe who liv’d in 


thar Chryftal palace ; they follow’d her every 
FE 2 | “where, 
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~« where, and would never be out of her fight. Bur 


~" 


~ €¢ diverrifements of the God of shat River, ra 
“vine Axacarfia purpofely pretended. fome indi 


“her, She fene me notice of ir, by one who came 


for my fake, chan which I could not have expeGted 


© on a Bed of Mofs, exceeding in whitenefs the fine” 


<< one day, when allghe other Nymphs were gone to 


“© 4 Mufick-meeting, at which were alfo tobe read 


“certain LeGtures of Poefie, being the ordinary 


¢¢ pofition, co give me an opportunicy co fpeak with 


<¢rorell me from her, that fhe kept her Bed onely 


«C4 kinder complement from one of her Sex. { 
‘* wenrro her chamber, and found her carelefsly laid 


< Sheets fhe lay on, and difputing asco fplendor and 
€¢ fiohc, withthe Sun, whothens beheldher. I was 


-©€ farcled ac the fight of fo many charms, and was 


*¢ upon che, point of lofing all Sentiment, an effeee 
€  narural enough in thofe who are truly rouch’d with 


“love, But recovering my felf a while after, though 


“fill much troubled, and my tongue but as it were 
newly loofied, I cook the confidence to make this 
“ difcourfe r6 her. we 

“ Adorable Nymph , the glory of thefe deep 
¢€ Habirarions , bur the unavoidable Rack of thofe 
© hearcs, which are captivated by your Beaury, my 
“ foul, fince the firft time I faw you; is abfolutely 
« difpos’d ro ferve you ; 1 have-no further power 
“ over her, fhe is wholly yours, and glories in her 
“ flavery. Treat her asathing belongs co you, and 


_-€C asl have vow'd her to you withan inviolable fide- 


“licy.. You have done me an extraordinary favour 
“in allowing me co declare the amorous paffton I 


have for you ¢ may J further hope that you will 


“ allay 
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‘SCallay ic, and if I fhould be admitted to that degree 
“of felicicy, fhould Inot be che happieft and the - 
“molt gloriousofallmen? Shinde 
© The fair Azacarfia infinitely pleas’d with fo 
* obliging a difcourfe, and che worth fhe obferv’din — 
me, highly henour’d me with her affection, and 
compli d wich my amorous defires, in fuch fweer 
and melting expreffions, as put me inhopes of che - 
happy accomplifhment of my Love. But ic was not 
“Tong ere our difcourfe was inrerrupred by the God 
€of che River, who finding neither of us ac the 
“Meeting, came ftreigtit co her Chamber, and 
» ¢ flunk in fo foftly, thar he over-heard fome part of 
*€our amorous conference; which fo incens’d him - 
“goainft me, chat he immediately refolv’d to give a 
“check tomy prefumption, He laid fiege, wich his 
clear waters, cothe chamber of -Azacarfia, and 
© ere he had quite damm’d up the door, he caft me - 
our with {uch violence, that I Was gor roche bank 
“of the River. Iprefently heard a voice faying unto 
“me, Guadomarus, thou arc defcended from Kings, 
“though ic bea long time fincethey have had Scep- 
“cers in cheirhinds ; Princes of another Family 
“have difplac’d them. Thou are, born a Pagan, 
€choofe what Law chou chinkeft beft $s if thou wilt. 
follow my advice, thou wilt rake chat which 1s ob- 
€ fery’d in this Kingdom, under which lived chy if- 
“luftrious Anceftors. Ihave juftly banifh’d thee ouc 
of my dominions, becaufe ic was not fic I fhould 
<¢ fuffer profane love to be made to a Nymph who 
<¢ had vow'd her chaftiry co me, as I had mine co her. 
Thave promis’d her my prore&tion and affiftance tn 


“all things. Keep henceforward within thy King- 
(ae F 3 <¢ dom, 
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dom, and affure thy felfI with thy good and ad-— 
‘cvancement, fo far am from doing thee any dif- 
“courcefie.. Whitherfoever Fortune fhall difpofe of 
“thee, be confident, ‘thou wilt nor be oiit of the 
*¢ reach of mycare, , oe 
_*¢ With thofe words the waters of the ‘River 
‘“‘feem’d to ftir chemfelves into a gentle curl, which - 
“ being prefently laid, it became as fmnoorh 4s it “had 
“heen before. I immediacely found ‘my felf (by 
“ what adventure I know not) in'a ‘Kitchin-gatdén, — 
“inthe midi of abed of Matigolds, which Tlook’d 
“on asagood Omen, and choughe my felf ae co. 
. derive my namethence. Aftefwatds, ‘at my bap- 
“cifm, I took the name of Peter Gil of Galicia, 
*¢ raking the furname from the Kingdom which had 
*‘been heretofore in the pofleffion of my Prede- © 
** ceffors, who have been dead chéfe four hundred 
years, as. 1 have found in Hiftory. Befides chac 
““name I have caken as an additional title, thar of 
“ Knight of the noble Order of the Marigold ; Ihave 
*affum’d it my felf, for an illufttious Hero, as'T'am, 
““ maybe his own Herald, and by whac appellations 
“he pleafes raife himfelf above the fphete of the’ 
*€ common fort of people. Bir Mag Bik: 
“ Thus have [ given yout Excellence an‘accompr 
*€ who Iam, and difcover’d to you my true Original, 
“Tf rhe qualities and endowments I own, 'defetve 
“the Honourto be receiv’dinto your alliance, Give | 
“me leave, O moftilluftrious Marquefs, to make my 
“addreffes co this fuper-celeftial Beaucy, this Miracle 
_ “of outage, whom Nature was humoroufly pleas*d 
“Cro frame forthe delight of che eyes, and tormenc 
“of hearts, I onely expe&t your good will, give ir. 
7 m . «6 me, 
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: . me, Ibefeech you, and thereby fatisfie my excra — 
“ordinary paflion. I chink you fo generous, thar you 


# will not deny it me, if you confider, chat granting 
it nor, you bereave meof my life, which you know 
“isthe moft wWlufrious of any in Europe; andare 
€confequently farish'd, chat the world, lofing in me,. 
_ che moft renowned Knight ic ever had, mutt withall 
“fofe the worthieft Kinfman of his Catholick Ma- 


“ yefty King Philip. | 
He deliver’d thefe la words with fuch pleafanc 
geftures, the better co exprefs the violence of his 
paffion, that both che Marquefs and his Danghter.had 
“much adoto forbear laughing. Fe/ician was afto= 
~nifh’dro fee the force of thac paffion, which, of an 
‘accomplifh’d Gentleman, made a ridiculous 
~laughing-ftock ; and could turn a perfon of eminent 
‘parts and judemenr, one nor long before confulced 
in Flanders as an Oracle, into acounrerfeir Excrava- 
= *For ifhe had nor pretended the lofs of his. 
wits, he had loft all che hopes of his love; and he could 
“not havegotten near fo faira Lady upon any account 
‘but thac of madnefs, | 
The Marquefs compofing his countenance ro more 
- ferioufnefs, recurn’d him this Anfwer. ‘Signor Dox 
 ** Pedro Gill, che moft illuftrious, and onely Knighc 
“of the Noble Order of the Marigold, ‘I am ex- 
“tremely pleas’d with che knowledge you have 
“siven me of your petfon, andche accompr you-have 
“enrertain’d me with of your miraculous birth and 
“noble education. Hada perfon, lefs’ ifluftrious chan 
“your felf, acquainted me therewith, Ifhouldhaye 
~“ miftrulted his difcourfe, and imagin’d he told me, - 
‘fables: but a perfon of your worth and quality oughr 
ey FE 4. org 
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tobe credited in all things. What furcher confirms 
“€ me in the crutch thereof 1s, chat, -he is.no fi 
a Princewho fpeaksto me. Believe me, { havea. 
“great refpect for your rare Qualities, and fuch an, 
* honour for your perfon, that I wouldaflure you my 
, “ own is wholly at your fervice. I have thac efteem 
“* for your friendfhip, cha I fhall endeavour che con- 
““tinuance of it while I live. I wifh my felf a natural 
“ Inhabitant of this Kingdom, that I might have the. 
“‘oreater opportunities co further your fatisfaction. 
“I fhallftay here buc cll fuch time as his Imperial 
“ Majelty fhall fend order for my return; but dus 
“ring che abode I fhall make here, command mein 
“any thing lies inmy power. As for the petmif- 

—“fion you defire to.make your addrefles to my 
© Daughter, I from this time giveit you, andIal- 
** low her taaccept ofit, and co entercain you kind- 
““Iy: but the is already made fure toa Coufin of 
“hers, and I have fent to Rome for a Difpenfation, 
“which once come, the Marriage. will be con- 
“cluded. This obftacle lies in your way, ‘and you 
“ will find ica hard mactcerto removeit. Iam forry 
*‘Thad norche happinefs of your acquaintance be- 
“fore ; for how gladly would I have embrac’d the 
“honour of having a Son-in-law of your worth -and 
“quality, and tofee my Family alli’d roche Blood- 
“Royal of Galicia? The end of moft Courtthips is 
“Marriages of yours you fee it cannot be. Toad-, 

“drefs your felf comy Daughter uponany other ac- 
“count, I know you would not; the husband the 
““exnedts is a perfon of fo much gallantry, as not to 
‘receive any fuch affront. Sepaieae ie 
. The difguis’d Extravagant broke foreh into great 


re- 
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‘efencments upon his obliging difcourfe, which made 
excellent {pore for all chac were prefent. Buc having — 
Taugh’d their fill, che Marquefs and his Daughter ~ 
could not forbear making charicable reflections on that 
ftrange kindof diftrafion. It pitied themro fee a. 
Gentleman every way fo accomplifh’d, fall’n into — 
fuchunheard of extravagancies, as co alledge him- 
felfdefcended from a River, and broughe up init, 

five hundred years before. While fome chac were 

_ prefenc, purpofely to urge him to {peak, oppos’d the 
ftories he had toldthem,: and he endeavour’d co give 
‘them fatisfaction, the Marquefs acquainted his 
‘Daughrer with a ching had come into his mind, 
“which wasto carry Doz Pedro along withthem to the 
Court, ic being likely he would find them excellent 
fport by rhe way. They refolv’dco treat him as a 
-Perfon of eminent qualicy, having underftood by his 
Servanc, thac he was really fuch, and chac upon his 
“yecovery. out of a greac ficknefs, chat madnefs had 
‘feintd him. The Lady Aargaret was very well 
content, leaving it to fome other, time to acquaint 
him therewith. Doz Pedro Gil coming rotake his 
eave of che Marquefs faidcohim, Thar fince he was 

fo unhappy as norco deferve his fair Daughrer’s hand, 

‘inthe qualicy of a Husband, he would allow himto 
love her with a vertuous Loye, fuch as even her Huse 
band fhould noc. difapprove. The Marquefs gave 
way, defiring him to honour him with his company atc 
fupper that night, for chat he had fomewhat to com- 
municaceuntohim. Dox Pedro gladly accepted the 
proffer, and thereupon chey parted. ope ay. 

The Marques and Sis people ralked very much of. 
Don Pedro, wondring at the ftrange kind of pase 
E33 e 
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he wasfallen into. He acquainted them with the 
defien he had totake him along tothe ‘Coure. The 
Mafter of the houfe where he was lodg’d happening 
ro be rhen prefenr, told him, rhac hedoubred Dox 
Pedro Gill would hardly be perfuaded thereto, if che 
Marquefs treaced him as an inferiour; for he was 
michry felf-conceired, and ftood much upon his ho- 
nour; but if he were willing, chere would arife an- 
other difficulty in the manner of his crayelling ; in re- 
gard, faidhecohim, your Excellency going by Lir- 
cer, I think he would be loath to go by horfe. “ we'l 
“find an expedienc ‘for that, fays che Marquefs, 
which is, thac my Daughter, as his Miftrefs, thalf 
“command him coentertain her atthe fide of her 
“TLiccer ; forif his love continues, he will be elad of 
“ che opportunity; andhe fhall havean excellent 
“¢ horfe, richly harnafs’d, which I have led after me, 
tq ride on when I am weary of che Litter. sb 
Dou Pedro, who had ‘been acquainted ‘with all 
thefe difcourfes, fail’d not to come to fupper, to 
which he had been invited.’ The Marquefs receiv’d 
him verycivilly, and caus‘d a chair co be fet, for him, — 
near his Daughter, which he thought a very fignal fa- 
vour. They calk’d of divers chings, the Marquefs 
finding he had an excellenc wit imhis intervals, which 
ever Clos’d wich fome pleafanc extravagance. They 
were very merry at fupper, and were oblio’d for cheir 


-. diverfion to the merry difcourfes of Doz Pedro. At’ 


faft, the cloth being taken away, the Marquefs broke 
his mindtohiminthefewords. 
¢’Tisa thoufand pities, moft renowned Knight, 


 “chaea perfon fo accomplifh’d as you are, and’ one 


“ furnith’d wich all che excellent endowments thar 
ji . P A ce fe- 
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‘tecommetd men’ co che fayour and ‘efteem of 


? 


“Princes, fhould asic were defie heir Courts, and 
“fefpehd your time ‘and talents in fuch ah obfeure « 
““ placeas thisis. ‘TI haye heatd chat che'reafon of this 
“your fetiretnent is, that you'have nor ‘means to 
| «sive futably to your condition and the rank you 
“e'fhould maintain. Ific be fo, sive'me leave to pro- 
““pofe ‘ah expedientto you, out of che particular 
- efteein T have for your Signory. 1 hall cake ‘it for 
“Savery gteac favour, if you will be pleafed to go 
_“dfong with me to Valladolid, ‘where you thal! be 
“created, in my Quarters, withall! che fubmilfions 
Cand refpe&ts due toa perfon of your qualicy, yer fo’ 
as that ic fhall not coft you any ching. By chis 
“€means coming to be known, and your worth fpread- - 
«ing ic felf, you may meet with’a rich wife, of fome 
“iffuftrious Family ; wherein my Daughter may do 
_ “vou a kindnefs, ‘in regard fhe, having occafion to 
betecittaby of them, will advance you into her fa- 
“ your, for whom you have moft ‘inclination. Let 
“me obtain of your Knight-hood che favour I defire- 
of yous live freely wich us, fince you would ‘have 
© mebelieve, that the love you bear my Daughter is 
“nure and fincere; I ‘will undertake ic fhall! be 
kindly taken bythe Husband fhe hopesto have. I 
sexpect your Anfiwer tochis particular, and I defire 
“ic may be confonantto che efteemI have for your 
cn. 2. eae | 
Don Pedro was - extremely fatisfi'd, thac the Im- 
_ pofture had taken fo well, and immediately appre- 
 hended, thar, livinginthe houfe' wich the Marquefs, 
che fhould be near her whom he ador’dj which was the 
“main end ofhisdefires ; whereupon he saat, 
abt 7 | this 
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this Anfwer. ‘ Notempcation inthe world fhould 
have forc’d my removal from this place, bur the 
“ excraordinary Civilities I have receiv’d from your 
“‘ Excellency. I had refolv'd to fpend che reft of 
“my days in chis retirement, as conceiving it che 
“ beft courfe for a perfon of my Quality, whofe Ree 
“€venues are much below his Honour, to confine 
‘“‘himfelf co fome place, where he is not much 
“known, and foavoid the chirge of Servants and 


- Cloaths. But the refpeéts you are pleas’d co have’ 


“for me, rogether wich chis tranfcendent Beaury, 
© who, by the forcible attraGtions of her divine coun- 
““renance, draws hearts after her, as the 7 bractan 
“¢ Orpheus did living. creatures, ftones and plants, by 
‘¢che harmonious found ofhis Harp, have made me 
<¢ wholly at your fervice. I thall nottrouble either 
“vouor myfelftotell you how perfons of my Qua-_ 
“lity ought cobe treated, as rhinking it enough, char 
“T have already acquainred you with my Titles, and 
‘particularly chac Tam of rhe Blood-Royal. The 
*‘oreareft favour you can ever do me, is, that you 
**command me to waiton your Daughter, which if — 
“youdo, Ifhall the more willingly accept of the 
** proffer you are pleas’dto makeme. $54 
The Marquefs finding him willing to go along — 
with them, all that remain’d to be done was toper- © 
fuade him co do it on horfe-back,. which he was con- — 
rentrodo, thache might che better entercain his 
Mifirefs at che fide of her Litter. Dow Pedro help’d 
the Lady into her Licter, being proud in his mind at 
that introdu€tion of his fervice toher, and chat he 
had the happinefs to cake her bythe fair hand, conti- 


nuing his accendance on her from their deparmure 
from — 
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from Pontferrada, cill chey cameco Valladolid. Alf 
-the way along, heencetcain’d her wich pleafane dif- 
grourles, intermixt with amorous expreflions, and ac 
“eyery Inn they came to, fhe fail’d not to give her 
Father an account of the diyertive difcourfes fhe had 
| had with Don Pedro. | ; 
© The laft day of their Journey, Dow Pedro would 
needs feel the pulfe of his Miftrefs as to her inten- 
ded Marriage, and erideavour’d co difcover how the 
‘was inclin’d thereto. He brought che bufinefs upon 
the Stage; fo dexteroufly, aschar fhe might nor fuf- 
pect him guilty of any impertinent cufS8ofity. Itis 
commonly obferv'd that perfons any way affliéted ate 
apt.co break their minds t6 any people; but efpe- 
cially to chofe wich whom they aré familiarly ac- 
quainted. Accordingly, to eafe her own thoughts, 
and fatisfie Doz Pedro, fhe made him this ‘Anfwer. 
~ Worthy Knight of the moft honourable Order of 
“the Marigold, Imuft needs acknowledge, chac my 
“ Coufin Leopoldus is a perfon endow’d with all 
|“ the Qualities, capable to'raife a Woman’s Love to 
“the higheft picch, bur I have wichall difcover’d 
“him co be fo fickle, and one fo naturally inclin’d 
“ro addrefs himfelf ro all forts of Women, not 
“reoarding whether chey be robly or meanly de-, 
“fcended, chat ic very much cools my affe@tion cos 
“* wards him; and makes me fear his alliance, though 
“T find my felf fufficiently inclin’d thereto, could 
-“T perceive any likelihood of his reforming himfelf 
“¢ of chat infufferable humour. Buc, far from thar, 
“fince my coming into Spain, when he fhould have 
-*€endeavour'd to give me greater aflurances of his 
fe affetion, I find him as indifferent as co my fatiss 
“ faction 
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*< faGtion as ever: and God knows. with whar appre- 
** henfions I am induc’d to condefcend to. this Match, - 
“¢ For if Tam now frigbtned ac the thoughts of his 
“¢ mif-carriages, what muft I not fear, when he fhalf 
“‘become my Mafter ?. The obedience I owe my 
“ Father, and the necefficy I find that this Marriage 
** fhould be concluded, for the compofure of fome 
“ differences in our Family, make me wholly paffive 
“in che bufinefs, and fo content it fhould go for- 
“ward. Ladmic of his Addreffes not withour fome 
“* violence to my own inclination , and allIcan do, 
“isto prayeHeaven, that ic would infpire him wid 
*¢ bercer refolurions. | th 
Don Pedro could have with’d chae fhe had noc 
been fo refolure, as fhe feem’dco be. He therefore, 
‘though then perfonating a Fool, anf{wer’d her as 2 
wife Man, and advis'd her ro bear a while with rhe 
failings of her Coufins *$ Defpair nor, Madam, faid 
“he tober, but Don Leopoldus may become another 
** Man, andchar if he be fuch-as you defcribe him 
“now, thac volacile humour will be fix’d in him, 
““when he fhall come to be poffefs'd of fo fair and 
<““accomplifh’d a Lady. But he refolv’d, upon the 
firft opportunity fhould prefent it felf, ro exprefs his 
mind to her in other rearms, and co makea full dif. 
covery of himfelf co his Miftrefs.. ©. § 
They came chat day coValladohd, and Leopoldus, 
met them half adays Journey fhore of it, He was 
very kindly receiv’d both of the Marquefs and his 
_» Daughter, whereac the difguis’d Dox Pedro was nota 
_ liecle croubled : for finding Dow Leopoldus. a very 
graceful perfon, he began co entertain fome doubrs 


of the fuccefs of his enterprize. The Marquefs 
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thought fic to make him acquainted with Dox Pedro, 
that, by che Character he gave him, he might accor- 
dingly treat him. ‘‘ Nephew, faid he co him, I pray 
S€rake notice of this noble Cavalier, who hath ho- 
-*noured us with his company from Galicia , for 
his perfon, and the rare qualities he is Mafter of 
are fuch as deferve the higheft efteem: I defire you 
~“<torefpeét him accordingly, and aflure your felf all 
‘vou do will be below his meric; ‘nor onely upon che 
~*faccompt of the Royal Blood’ from which he is 
$ defcended, but alfo the Romantick title he affumes 
Sto himfelfy of Kught of the honourable Order of 
“the Marigold, He precendsa jurifdiGion over all 
“‘thofe places where ever any of thac Herb grows, 
‘Sand never fees it, but he chinks of the complexion. 
“of a Miftrefs he once had, who fpent moft of her 
“time in Kitchin-Gardens, in one whereof it was 
*¢Love’s pleafure to make him a Captive to her 
“Beauty, as the was gathering fome Marigolds, | 
~ This defcription made Dex Leopoldus take a par- 
| ticular notice of Dow Pedro, aid he doubred not, 2s 
: eee his accoutrements, as by the faneaftick ticle 
he had raken to himfelf, to ‘conclude him a moft 
_tranfcendent Extravaganc, and chat, as fuch, they had 
_ entercain’d him inro their Company. Accordingly, 
3 to comply wichhis tincle, he-made rhis complement 
to Dew Pedro, “ Moft honourable Knight of the 
Marigold, I thall receive your acquaintance with 
“4 -greac fatisfaction as I fhould do chat of the 
- “oreareft Monarch in che world, and chink my felf 
' “infinitely obli¢’d to you, thar, being aperfon of | 
- “fuch extraordinary parts, you were pleas’dto honour 
“\the Marquefs my Uncle, and. my Coufin, wich 
x your 
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yout company fo far out of your own territories. 
“Tn acknowledgement of that noble favour , be. 
€ pjeas’d ro accept the proffer I make to you of ever 
<“ being your moft affe@ionate and moft humble Ser= 
“vanr, chan which Icannoc expedt a higher relation 
“co you, when I confider the charater my Uncle 
“hath been pleas’d to give you. te 
Don Pedro return’d him his moft humble thanks, 
and faidtohim, ‘I have fo high an efteem for what= 
“foever this fair Lady is concern’d in, chat I fhalf 
¢ make ic my bufinefs to facrifice-all you chink moft 
“excellence in me coher fatisfaétion and yours, as 
‘long agit fhall pleafe his Excellency to give me 
“Jeave to be of his retinte: How, replies Leopol- 
“dys, may we expect chac further happinefs as 10 
“enjoy your company for fome time’? I fee no rea- 
“fon you have to be fo glad of it, replies che Mar 
“ quefs, for you are co know, that*Don Pedro Gil is 
« fallen deeply in Jove wich your Coufin, and that ie 
<¢ ig his affe€tion hach occafion’d this acquaititance, 
“thouch he hath-affur’d me,’ thar, fince he unders 
“ Qood fhe was defion’d for yous that’ Love is:curn’d 
“into a pure fraternal friendfip, and under chac 
_ © innocent paffion he endeavours to oblige her what 
“fies in his power. Be pleas’d to cake my further 
“ affurance of it, fays Dox Pedro, that no theughe of 
‘thar may break your reft 5 for that confideration 
“ {aid afide, I (iould think my felf capable'ro raife 
“4 jealoufie even’ in MNarciffus himfelf, were. he 
“nowalive: for I dare, without any vanity, affirm 
“ic, chac chere is not a perfor in the world may be 
“ compar’d to me either as to gracefulnefs of body; 
or accomplifnents of mind. Iam, fufficienrly 
rea | * convinc'd 
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*Sconvine’d of the truch of what you fay, fays Leo- 
“© poldus, thoughI have not known you long : and 
therefore wholly relying onthe promife you make 
“me, I fhall fear nothing as co your: pretenfions, 
which were they any other Man’s, I fhould not be 
“guilty of fo great an indifference. | 
_ With chefe difcourfes, they gor co the Court, and 
the Ambaffadour being alighted ac his Houfe, he 
there found many Ladies, impatiently expecting che 
arrival of che fair Lady Afargaret, who was receiv'd 
out of her Licter into the arms of her defign’d Hus- 
band, wherear Dox Pedro could do no lefs chan con- ~ 
ceive.a liccle: jealoufie. Leopoldus, to begin che 
demonftrations of his Love, had prepar’d a magni- 
ficent ‘Supper, to which were inviced all chofe, of 
both Sexes, who-were come thither co receive the 
-Ambaffadour and his Daughcer. leas Oe 
0) Don Pedro went to Bed prefencly after Supper, 
extreamly croubled in mind, chat he had engag’d hime 
felf in an enterptize , wherein he found fo greac 
difficulties, He could nor imagine any means to 
bring it about’, foas thac he might come off wich 
¢tedit; he metwith too many Obftacles, and whac. 
afflifted him ‘moft-of all, was, the refolucion che 
Lady had taken to fatisfie her Father’s defire, who 
was detirous the marriage (hould be concluded with 
Leopoldus, though he had been acquainted, as well 
‘as fhe, with his mif-cartiages, Felsesan could noc 
forbear grumbling at the refolution of his. Mafter, - 
which mutt have erided amidft thofe difficulcies. He 
-expos’d himfelf:asan Exrravaganc perfon ina Court 
“where he migbe have rais’d himéelf into efteem, and 
‘Gur o£ a hope not likely ro be brovght to any effect, 
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he'ran himfelf daily into new inconveniences. The 
Mafter and Servant fpent fome part of the night 
in difcourfing about the bufinefs, till at laft Don Pedro 
fell afleep, witha refolurion to difcover himfelf to 
his Miftrefs, and, if his addreffes were-not well 
encercain’d by her, to return immediately into Ga- 
licia, ) ; 
The vifits of the Cavaliers and Ladies; continu’d: 
fix days, during which rime the Marquefs and his. 
Dinghrer were often feen, both of chem taking 
much pleafure in the pleafanc demeanour of Don 
Pedro, who aéed the part he had undercaken fo ad- 
mirably well, chac his Excravacancies became the 
difcourfe of che whole Court, all {peaking of him as 
one of rhe moft humorous Fools that had come upon’ 
_ the Stage of a long times infomuch that fomeiad= 
vis'd che Ambaffadour to bring him.cothe Palace, 

alluring him the King would be much pleas’d with 

his behaviour. Dox Pedro coming to hear of it,) 
feem'd tobe very angry, and excus’d himfelf, out of 
_afearhis Majefty mighe not entercain him, fuirably, 
co his qualicy and excra&tion; cthae he would nor:run’ 
the hazard of receiving an affrone, and that che leaft: 
dif-refpect fhewn him would force him to violent: 
refentments thereof. The Ambnafladour prefs’d:-him 

no further, left he might put him out of humour, 
perceiving he Itk’d not the propofal; and put it off to 

- fome other rime, wherrhaply he might find hinr mors 
~ inclin’d co compliance. Sich; Shey 

Leopoldus, who was alfo Lodg’din the Ambaffa- 

- dour’s houfe, hadonely two Servants to wait on him, 
whom he crufted wich the knowledge of :all his Love- 
*“ adventures. Ic happen’d chac both thefe fell Sick 

at 
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t che fame time, a time when he fhould havefhewn 
nore feferv’dnefs in his Amours, to raife bimfelg . 
into abetrer efteem with his Miftrefs ; bur he, on 
the contrary, minded his own enjoyments above all 
thirties; and hever confidering che prefent pofture of 
jhis affairs, he continu’d his Night-vifics, as he was 
wont to do before her arrival. Being chus difap- 
pointed of their atcendance, who were beft acquainc- 
ed with his humours, he conceiv'd he could noc pitch 
onafitrer perfon to accompany him than Felicran, 
who; withthe leave of his Mafter Dox Pedro, went 
alone with. him. Finding him a fubrle fellow, and 
experienc’d in fuch affairs, he choughe hima perfon 
fit for his purpofe , and accordingly chat he might _ 
rruft him wich any ching. He took him along with” 
him three or four nights cogether co a certain Houfe, 
out of which he came: ata very unfeafonable hour. 
Though Felician went in with him, yet durft he nog ~ 
be foimpertinently inquifitives as to.ask who was the 
Mifttefs of che Houle, rillche third.or fourch night 
that he had accompany’d him chither ; and then 
being alone with a Servanc-maid (who taking ex- 
ample by het Miftrefs. began ro expres fome kinc- 
nefs towards Fefician ) he ask’d her whofe Houfe 
chat was; and to whom Leopoldus made his. Vifics. 
_weieny Secrecy are feldome foundin the fame — 
Lodging, . She was aServant, and in love with Fe- 
lician; there needs no more be faid, to make it ap- 
ppear, chat fhe-facisfy’d-him in whatever he. defir'd 
ro know... Felician underftood. from her, hac chée 
oy belone’d co his. Mafter’s Aunt, and chachis — 
wn Sifter was the Perfon whom Leopoldus had ac. 
tack and mangers upoh a promife of Marriage hig 
us; G 2 * 
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had gotten from him a licele before under his hand, 
fhe, by reafon of her rerirednefs, being innocencly 
ignorant of the creary of marriage becween him and 
his Coufinthe Lady Afargaret. 9 
Felicran, having pump’d out all thefe particulars, 
fail’d not to cive his Mafter an accounc thereof the 
next day. Don Pedro wasextreamly furpris’d cheres 
at; not without indignation againft his Sifter, chough 
that procedure of Leopo/d rais’d him into fome hope 
of effecting his defign, prefuming the more upon ity 
“in that being equal, as to birth, to Leopold he was 
refolv'd he fhould never marry any other, chan her 
whom he had fo highly difhonour’d. He thereupon 
commanded Felician to acquaint the Maid who ‘had 
made thofe difcoveries to him, thae che marriage of 
Leopoldus and his Coufin was agreed upon, and chat 
a Meflenger was fent to Rome for che Difpenfation,s 
not forgetting che rare accomplifhments of the Lady 
Margaret ; co the end fhe might acquaint’ his ‘Sifter 
therewith, to fee what courfe the would take, ‘arid 
how fhe would remedy the affront inrended her, “He 
. punctually execuced the orders he had ‘receiv’dfrom 
Don Pedro, fo that the night following Donna Blanca 
(fo was Dow Pedro's Sifter called) was acquainted 
with che whole bufinefs, She thereupon had’a great’ 
conteftacion with Dox Leopold’, who impudently 
deny’d chat he had any chingto do, asto marriage 
wich his Coufin. In fine having done all he could co. 
vindicare himfelf, and appeafe Donna Blanca, the 
precended to be farisfy"d wich him, provided he more 
fully juftify’d his innocerice the nexe morning. So 
the difmifs'd Leopold, who went away well facisfy’d,” 
imagining her to be fotod + ‘bur Piao 
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me indifpofition. Doz Pedro underftood that night 
Feliciaw all that had pafs’d between Dox Leo- 
pold and his Sifter, and was extremely incens’d againft 
her chae fhe had given credictothe deceitful words 
ofa perfidious man. However he choughe fir co lec 
pafs two days, to fee what courfe his Sifter would cake 
in that time, commanding Felieran to profecure his 
difcoveries. ‘ 
_ Thenext day, Don Leopold not coming to clear ' 
himfelf, as hehad promis’d, Donna Blanca was fo 
enrao’d, that fhe would ftay no longer, bue refolv’d 
to befatishi’d fromthe mouthof the Ambaflador, of 
the affront intended to be done her. She cooka 
Goach, and veiling her face, came to his houfe, bur 


atfuch an unformnace time, that fhe met Don Leo-, 


pold atthe door, who, difcovering who fhe was, pre- 


fently imagin’d what might occafion chat vific, and 


thac her coming thither was to acquaine the Ampat- 
fador how he was engag’d ro her, and to thew him 
Be pgorsie of marriage. Dow Leopold receiv’d her 
with extraordinary kindnefs, which fhe taking ocher- 
wife chan he expected, added the more co his fufpi- 
cion, He cold her, be had fomeching particular toac- 
quaine her wich, and entreated her to go along with 
him co a room ar fome diftance from his Uncle’s 
lodgings. Donna Blanca would not be perfuaded a 
good while to give him char facisfaction, celling him, 
that fhe muft firft {peak with che Ambaffador, and 
that afterwards he fhould ratk wich her as long as he 
*pleas'd. That Don Leopold endeavour’d to prevent, 
afluring her, that he was at chac time very bufie, look- 
ing over a Pacquet of Letcers he had receiv’d from 
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des ot togive her any vific awhile, he pretended ~ 
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had receiv’d, he fufpected her co be his Sifter, On! 


\ 


the Emperor. He was fo itnportunate ‘with he 
fhe would hear him’ before fhe fpoke with the’ Ar 
baffador, chat at laft he prevail’d. — Whereupon cons” 
ducting her to Don Pedro’s chamber, he entfeated him 
to keep her company, rill he came back ‘to fpeak with © 
her. OT 
Donna Blanca having her face veil’d all this time, | 
Don Pedroknew hernot, buc by the difcoveries he 


the other fide, he was fo cransform’d by the exera- i 
vagance of his cloaths, and, what added much to his) 

~ difguife, his perpetual wearing of SpeGacles, chat 
fhe could not have che feaft imagination: of his being. 
her Brother. Doz Pedro kept her company 2 while,” 

. without enquiring inco the occafion of her coming” 
_ thither, and ac fa(t, leaving her lock’d up in the room,” 
e went to look for Dox Leopold, to know how hé 


~ would have him difpofe of her. He was hen bufie” 


with his Uncle, fent one to defire Dox Pedro, to en= 
certain chat Lady awhile, with rhisexcufe, thar, as” 
foonashe could, he would come and difparc’ her. 
Don Pedro returning to bis Chamber, immediately” 
fock’d the door, | RS 3 RE 

Inthe mean time,. the Lady AZargaret Had under- 
ftood, thar her Coufin had {poken'toa Woman with | 
her face veilid, in one of che walks leading to the. 
Ambaffador’s houfe, and defir’d Doz Pedro to con-— 
du& her to his chamber. The jealoufie the conceiv’d 
chéreac rais'd in her a defiteto know who fhe might 
be, which fhe might eafily difcover, by reafon there. 
was a paffage from her lodgings to Doz Pedro’s” 
chamber, and at the end of ira door, whereof fhe had 
the key. © She open’d ic very fofcly, left the might be 
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iv’d, and thac juft as Dex Pedro, coming into the 
, found his Sifter wich her face unveil’d, ex- 
fi ing to be feen onely by Dox Leopold, whom 
onely fhe ftaid for. As foon ashe had caken a fleight 
view of her, he made this difcourfe co her. Nee 
** Uneracious and unhappy woman, unworthy the . 
*© Houfe out of which chou art defcended, and chat 
“**I fhould callrhee my Sifter! Isic poffible thou 
*¢ fhouldft be guilty of fo ftrange an oblivion of thy 
“*felf, as, relying onthe vain promifes of a rreache- 
“frous perfon, ro come intothishoufe co feek him 
_*€ who hath abus’d thee, andto whom thow haft im- 
€¢ pudently profticuced chy felf ? Comeft chou co im- 
“‘portune a man chac hath forgotten thee, and to © 
court him who hath fo palpably deceivdrhee? If, 
*€ beforted witha fond love, it berhy defign to be 
“marriedco him, thou haft friends co whom thou 
*€mighe'tt have communicated thy defires, rather 
* than have abandon’d’ thy felfcoa manwho treats 
chee with fomuch contempt, and, notwich{tand- 
“ing all his careffes, laughs at chee in his fleeve. He ~ 
-“isupon che point of marriage with his Coufin ; are 
“thoufo fimple, asthacchou onely fhouldft be ig- 
_ norant of what is known allover the Court 2? Had 
7 not a refpeét for the place where thou art, chis 
{word fhould difparch chy criminal Soul into the 
“other world, chac thou might’tt be an example to 
all fuch fimple Gulls asthou are. Haft thou fo far 
“forgotten the refpect due ro chy Aunt as toprofane 
*¢ her houfe, by afligning Leopo/d his nocturnal meer- 
“ings init? Thou fhouldft have bechoughe thy felt 
 *€whothou arc, chac he is of no better Houfe rhan 
“ chy felf, and thac chy qualicy is ashigh ashis. “Tis. 
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‘<a great happinefs to thee, chatan humour took me 
“tocome into chis Court, though thou feeft me in | 
*«chis ridiculous habir, toprevent, what liesin my 
“power, Leopold's further abufe of thee ; which I 
“vill do with che hazard of my life. Tell me, infa- 
€¢ mous woman, what hathpafs’d between you, thar - 
“¢¥ may cake fome courfe therein, and diffemble not 
“¢ checruthin any ching, for it concerns thee no lefs 
‘< chan honour and life. 2 4 
The difconfolace: Dozna Blanca heard this‘ dif 
courfe with her eyes fattned on the ground and flow 
“ing withcears, wichout giving him the leaft inter- 
ruprion : butat laft, to obey her Brother, whofe in- 
dignation fhe faw juftly grounded, fhe coldhim, in 
few words, how Lespold had feen her at a certaiti 
publick meeting, thac he lik’d her, and, having en- 
“ quir’d out her lodgings, he had {ent her feveral Lec- 
ters; chat having continu’d his addrefles coher wich 
great demonftrations of affeftion, fhe had granted 
him entrance into che houfe, and that upona promife 
of marriage under his hand. (which fhe had about 
et) the had permitted himto difpofe of heras he 
pleas’d. In fine, fhe gave him a particular account of 
all thar had happened between them ; whereupon he, _ 
toadd no morero her affli€tion, put her in fome ‘ 
hope, that Leopo/d fhould be forc’d co perform che 
promife he had made her. iat. 
The fair Lady AZargaret had heard all chis dif- 
courfe, arche door which was berween her lodgings 
_and Don Pedro’s chamber, extremely aftonith’d how 
-aperfon of quality (fuchas fhe found Dow Pedro to’ 
be by his difcourfe) and one of fuch an excellent wit, 
could pur on a Fool's coat, and behave himfelf a 


~ 
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‘Excravagant in their houfe, and all about the Court. 


-Shewas ignorant of the caufes of chac ftrange Meca~ 
morphofis, and yet fhe had a certain fufpicion, that it 


might be upon het accounte On che other fide, fhe 
refleed on the double treachery of her Coufin Dox 
Leopold, in treating of a matriage with her, having 
given a promife of the fame chine to another, and 


thac a perfon fo highly qualifi'd as Downa Blanca 


feem'd to be. ‘ 
Being fully facisfi'd asto chofe two things, fhe 
would not ftand. to hear chem any longer, but rafh'd 


_ intothe room fo of a fudden, as that the had nor the 


_timetopur anything over her face, nor he, codif- 


femble his indignation. Seeing her coming cowards: 


them, **Ah Madam, faid he co her, whac mean 
“‘chefe Ambuthes ? What’s your defien therein, So- 
“vereign Princefs of my Soul, arf abfolure Dire~ 
“ Grefs of my inclinations? Do youufe fucha trea- 
“* chery againftthofe whocould not fo much as ima- 
€€ cine youguilty of any fuch ching >? I with fo great 


a Beauty would not give me any more fuch appre- 


*henfions, for anocher furprife of chis nature would 
‘make me die out of pure joy, asic hath been the 


~ “fortune of others to die out of an excefs of grief, 
“There is no diffembling any longer, replies the 


“ Lady, for Lam fully affur’d rhac you are nor che 
“€ perfon you feem to usto be, and char che affliction 
““youare in requiresrather fecrer and real refenc- 


_ “ments, than perfonated extravagancies. My curio- 


“€fity heightned by alircle jealoufie, procur’d mé¢ 
“the difcovery of more chan you imagine; I have 


- “found the perfidioufnefs of my Coufin Doz Leo- 


* pold, greater towards me than I could have ex- 
ah “ nected, 
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<‘pegted, confidering his pretended kindnefles, I 
<¢ would fain be deliver’d out of the confufion Iam 
“in, and I earneftly intreat you to refolve me this 
«riddle, for ics obfcuriry perplexes me very much: 
« buc before you take chat trouble upon you, give me 
<< Jeave co carry this Lady your Sifter to my lodgings, 
“andif my Coufin comes inthe mean timero en- 
“quire after ber, you mayrell him, chat fhe wenc 
«away much difpleas’d ac his long ftay, and leave the - 
“reft tome. ' 

Having fo faid, the took Donna Blanca along with — 
her, afluring her fhe would doall lay in her power 
toferveher, which put her in hope.of a better fuc- 
cefs in her affairs, chan fhe could have deriv’d from 
either her Brother’s indignation or Leopo/d’s trea- 
chery. The Lady ALargaret left Donna Blanca 


among her Women, and recurnsto Doz Pedro, who 
_ though at firft fupriz’d ac che fight of her, and the 


thought of her having over-heard the infamy of his 
Sifter; yet was he witha] glad of it, fince her jealou- 
fie and cutiofiry had difcoyer’d his transformation, 
and the unhandfome carriage of her Coufin. Doz 
Pedro therefore was very glad co fee his Miftrefsre- 
turn’d, as might be feen by the chearfulnefs of ‘his 
countenance, She defir’d him ro cake a chairs and do- 
ing the like her felf, {he open’d her mindto kim in 
thefe words. . 
“T have been in an extraordinary confufion for fome 
«< days paft, and foincens’d againft my Coufin Dez - 
“ Leopold, to fee the ftrangenefs of his behaviour to- 
“€ wards me, thac _Icometo receive your advice how © 


- “far T ought co refent it, and withal co be fatishi’d: 


“tin fome things, whereof I mult yet acknowledge: 
Oy 
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«€ wonder, tofee you counterfeiting che Fool and 
«¢ Extravagant, ina Court, where you might rather 
“¢a& che pate of a perfon of Honour and Gallantry, 
€¢ as having the advantage ‘of beine Brother co fo fair 
“4 Ladyas Denna Blauca, who, befides the recom- 
<¢ mendation of beauty, feems co be Miftrefs of ma- 
- “ny other good qualities, You may infer from 
—“aifcourfe, that being of the quality I fuppofe you 


“tobe, you difhonour your felf in reprefenring thé 
y y Pp Sg 


¢ Natural and ridiculous perfon, aswell in regard of 
“the habi¢ you have affum’d, as che extravagant 
*“¢aions wherewith you amufe ‘the world. - Which 
“ fince I cannot imagine you woutd do bur that here 
“mult be fome great myftery in'ir, I'am che moré 
“defirous to know your motives thereto, inchae I 
“conceive ic will bea means to clear my mind of 
‘€cerrain doubts which now lie fomewhac heavy 
*¢ upon it. : 
Having deliver’d this with the beft grace in the 
world, the fair Lady was filenc, and left Don Pedro. 
the liberry to make herrhisreply. “If you find me 
“arany lofs, Madam, in fatisfying your defires as to 
“chis particular, I queftion not bur you will have the 
“ooodnefs to attribute it,to thac diftraétion poor mor~ 


“torhe objects of their vows and adorations. You 
cannot beignoranr, (though you knew it not by 
“experience ) char Love is a powerful Divinity, to 
“whom men facrifice all chings ; no impoftures but 
he invents ; no intrigues bur he is auchor of ; no 


| “difficulties bue he overcomes, co compafs:his de- | 
_ “fiones, This premis’d, lam in che nexc place freely - 
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my felf ignorant. One is, and chac much raifes my — 


“rals are fubject to, when they addrefs chemfelves | 


gz The Knight of the NobleOrder Nov.2;, * 
“ro acknowledge, chacthe day youpafs'd through) 
 ©V ille-Franche, which is the place of my birth, I” 
‘found my felf wounded by the lightning of your 
“fair eyes. I didall layin my power to oppofe thar» 
€¢naffion; butic ftill prov’d predominant, and the 
<“enoagement I knew chere was between you and’ 
“your Coufin Dos Leopold could not abate ough 
“Sghereof, Nay. chough I knew all the particulars 
“Cofthat engagement, wherein you racher compli’d 
“withthe commands of a Father then your own’ 
“Cinclinations, inafmuch as you look’d om chat too’ 
<¢ happy Kinfman, asa fickle perfon, unworthy your’ ~ 
<¢ affection, acruth I have fince heard confirm’d by’ 
“¢ vour felf ; nay chough I faw che marriage ina man-’ 
“ner concluded, yer all could norbreak the refo-’ 
“lurion I had taken to difguife my felf as you have’. 
_ “feen ro craverfeiz, and fortune tow feems to fa-' 
*¢ your my defignes. Iam not therefore, Madam, to 
““repenc meof che flurre I may have put upon my _ 
“ Bloud and the noble Houfe from whichI am de- 
“fcended, inating the Fool’s parcin yours, into — 
“¢whichitwas my bufine(s to introduce my felf by 
“fall means imaginable, fince the impofture hath 
“ srov'd fo fortunate, ‘and that.I begin to conceive’ 
““fome hope of atcaining my defires.. You know,’ 
“Madam, that I durft not have prefum’d to make you 
“a real difcovery of my felf; for befides chat I fhould’ 
“run the hazard of noc finding credic wich you, I 
“camein acarime when your marriage was in coo 
“crear forwardnefs to be eafily crofs’d by after. 
* Capplications. In fine, ic was Heaven’s pleafurey _ 
“char a ftrange conjunction of my Sifter’s misfors 
“cune, and your own juft jealoufies, fhould give yoit 
7 | ; 
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‘‘adifcovery of what, haply, I fhould yet awhile 


* have kepc. from your knowledge. My crue name is 
_“¢ Don Pedrod’ Oforio and Toledo, and confequently - 


¢I may affirm my felf co be of che moft eminenc 
 Bamilies of :Sparm, fince 1am defcended from the 


“‘ Seignors of Ville-Franche and Astorga. 1 have 
‘“thehonour tobe Knight of che Order of Alcan 
“tara, and Ihave acquir’d it by fome years fervices 
“ done his Majefty in Flanders, with hopes ere long, 


“eo be gratify’d wich an advantageous Commandery. 


“J have given you an account of my Quality, and 
~ “ haye not conceal’d from you my prefumption. All 


“¢ T how now co Apologize for; is, my Love; and, I 


“am the more confident of your pardon as ro thar, 
“Cif you bur ever fo lictle confiderthe unavoidable 


“influence. of your own attractions, Nay I cannoc 
*¢ bue accoune ica happy offerice, .fince it hath prov’d 


_“ the oceafion of your being undeceiv’d ; and when 
I make a joync reflection ‘on my own happinefs, - 


& and my Sifter’s credulicy, I cannot repent: te of a 
“< difouife, whereof the farisfaGtion infinicely exceeds 
¢ che fhame.~ For it is in your power to reftore me 
“the honour I have depriv'd my felf of; onely for 
* your fake ;. and I fhall-force him, who hath cas 
soll’'d my Sifter out of het Honour, to perform che 
€promife he hach made her,;oric fhall coft him his 
“* Tife, os ' i sf 

- The fair Lady was ravifh’d cto hear chefe words 


_ from her difguis’d Lover, and choughr her felf eblig’d 


to make an extraordinary return tofo extraordinary 
4 demonftration of affeftion. - And ‘being now fully 
undeceiy'd as to the Sycophancy of her Coufin Don 
Leopold, fhe made him chis:An{fwer. ‘Signor Dox 

rr ae pe Pedro, 
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<< Pedro, That you have, upon fo flight a ground as 
<< che lictle beauty I can pretend co, engag’d your 


_ felf in an enterprize fo prejudicial to your repu-. 


‘ 


ration and defcent, I cannot but look on as 4 cran- 
é¢ fcendenc expreffion of your Love 5 though I do 
«not excufe you asto this; chat che noble accom=. 
<¢ plifhments you are mafter of might no doubt have 
<< more happily and more worthily been othérwife 
«cemploy’d. Ihave refenred, as I ought, the liccle 
< refpect my Coufin exprefs’d towards me , and 
<¢rherefore itis bue juft he fhould fot enjoy me, 
“ fince it maybe inférr’d from the forwardnefs of 
<< his matching with another, that he never cruly in- 
<cended ic. It muft needs be an extraordinary joy 


“(co me, that I am undeceiv’d before we were 


€ joyn’d by thac Tye which onely Death can dif- 
“folve. I am fatisfy’d as torhe lictle affection hé 
<¢ had for me, and I do yours but jufticeé, when Iaf- 
<< fure you, that I fall be fo far from forgerting it, 
<¢ chat I (hall endéavour all lies in my power to re- 
<¢ quite it. prs Hae } 
-.. This was deliver’d wich fo obliging an accents that 
the amorous Cavalier would have caft himfelf at her 
feet, would the have pefmitréd it.’ He recurn’d her 


his chanks witha choufand fubmiffions for fo extra- 


Fa 


ordinary a favour, and the fweet encouragement fhe 
was pleas’d to give his Love. It was not now a fea- 
fonable time to expariace into Complements 5 Donna’ 
Blasica was lefc in the Lady Aargaret’s Lodgings; 
whofe return fhe expeéted , and Dox Pedrolook’d 


- for Don Leopold, to enquire after che Lady he had ’ 


recommended to his cuftody; The Lady A@argaret 
went to comforc her whom fhe had lefe among her 
” Women 


+ 
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Women, andto pur in execution what had been re- 
folv’d, between herand Doz Pedro. About half an 
honr after her departure chence comes Doz Leopold 
to his Chamber, to look afcer che Lady. he had feft 
there. Don Pedro told him, that he could ftay her 
nolonger, that fhe was gone, thinking he would not 
have come to heragain. ‘* Nay chen, I am glad I 
< ftaid fo long, fays Leopold, fince my ftay hath occa- 
< fion’d her to do as I would have had her; which was 
thar fhe might be gone out of che houfe, This 
-&¢ Woman plagues me extreamly, and ic was no {mall 
€ happinefs rome, chat fhe met not wich my Uncle, © 
4 for I fhould have been much troubled had. fhe had 
“© any difcourfe withhim. Doz Pedroask’dhimfome | — 
odd queftions; as he was wont todo, tofife fome- 
thing furcher ouc of him, bur Dox Leopold would 
difcover no more. The other eafily apprehended, by 
the liccle had fallen from him, what courfe he inren-= : 
dedrotake; andthe indignation he conceiv’d athis  ~ 
flighting of his Sifter was fo greacg thac ic was not 
without much violence done bimfelf, he forbore cal- 
ling him co account for it. 3 
|. Inthe meantime rhe Lady AZargaret had viliced 
Dotna Blanéa; of whom fhe had receiv’d a pan&ual 
relation of her Loves, which were but too much cons: 
firm’d toher bythe. promife of Marriage fhe had 
bfoughe wich her, Andafcer fhe had entred intoa 
fecond admiration ar the double perfidioufnefs of her 
Coufin Don Leopold, the fentto defire her Father co 
‘come toher, who. being.alone with her, fhe made 
him chis difcourfe. Nae 
_» “Te hath ever been a laudable cuftom, thac Fa- 
“thers fhoild difpofe of cheir Daughrers in Mar- 
we: * riage, 


a 


4 ee 7 oo) “yh TT Pa, ee 
«~ ‘ a tee ALLA ae Ve eee 

isd : rey oe, ti OM aan 
: f N {ad beng? Sea 
Marie 


F ay ‘ PEM | ORT Pee Lert 
; , wi : Pe ae ae y 
gS. The Knight of the Noble Order Novid 
“riage, asthey either pleas’d chemfelves, or found 
s¢ moft convenient for cheir affairs, bur wich -chis 
€ caution, chat ic fhould not be abfolurely done con 
& crary co their wills and inclinations, Many are yee 
<¢ willing todo fo, out of a prefumprion, chac Macri+ 
¢ mony will change Men’s humours : but ic is fel< 
& dome foundto work chac effe&. Thofe chereforé 
“may be faid co do well, who, referring the fuccefs 
tothe higher Powers, by an implicice obedience; 
* comply with the difpofal of cheir Parents: but: 
®¢ thofe, inmy judgement do berter, who'ufe fome 
€¢ precaution, and endeavour co’ prevent che incons 
© veniences, whichthey muft otherwife fall inco, I 
& have ever been réady, Sir, co do wharever you com= 
«‘manded me 5 efpecially inthe bufinefs now in 
6 sojtarion, though I have found my Coufin: Dox 
«© Leopold tobe of a difpofition fo contrary to mine; 
¢¢ char I promis’ ‘my felf fietle fatisfaGtion from’ our 
* being joyned rogecher in che infeparable eftate you 
“incended. 1 Ykve endeavour’d to obey you, though 
é¢ with fome violenceco my own inclinations, which 
—€ direted my affection co other petfons not inferi- 
 our'to bim, either in qualicy or‘eftate. I confented. 
“torhis Martiage becaufe you feem’d fo much to 
— © defireic. Whenit was fully concluded, chere was. 
—“anerfon Centro Rome for the a ; and 
~ § even during chat time, when I expeéted my Coufin: 
“€ fhould have exprefs’d moft Love’ ro me, I have 
“found he hath done quire conerary, fince he hath 
“ given a promife of Marriage to another Lady, whom 
“¢ vou fhall prefently fee. he | 
“She thereupon call’d for Donna Blanca, whom the 
had lefc in her own Chamber, and who immediately 
| . came 
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“came’before the Ambafladour, Having difpos’d her , 
intoa Chair, the Lady AZargaret continu’d her dif- 
courfe. .“¢ This, Sir, is the Lady I fpoke of, ro whom 
*6 my Coufin hach given a promife of Marriage under 
€¢ his hand, which fhe now hath about her; and you 
< fhall fee, how chis perfidious perfon became there- 
“ by mafter of her Honour. Coming hicher co {peak 
“with you, and complain of che affronc intended 
‘ther, fhe met him, who, giving her fair words, 
“fock’d her into Dox Pedro's Chamber, under pre- 
© rence that you were bufie, and chat ic would be long 
“ ere you would be feen by her. Some little curi- 
 ofity occafion’d my going rothat door, which is be- 
“tween my Lodgings and his, and chereI came co 
*the knowledge of chis bufinefs, having over-heard 
*€ fome pare of their difcourfe. I thought fic co bring 
“<chis Lady to my Chamber, to give you further f- 
S¢risfaction of fo preffing a Truch. Her qualiry is 
& great, fince fhe is of the Houfe of Oferio and 
« Toledo , two of the moft illuftrious Families of 
© Spain ; She 18 refolv’d to makethe cafe known to 
¢¢ het Friends, who are very noble, and of grear credit 
in this Court, that they may, oppofe my Marriage 
<¢ and prevent our common affront. I have hitherro 
$< obey’d you.as.a Father, I now appeal to you as my 
s¢ Judoe, and Ibefeech you difcharge me of fo unjuft , 
tan obedience for che future : for I am refolv'd 
“rather to confine my felf for the ret of my days, 
& in the moft auftere Monaftery abour this City, chan 
& ever be Wife toa Man foinfenfible of worth and 
“honour. 2... te » 

The Ambaffadour was excreamly aftonifh’d ac 


both what he faw, and” up he had heard. He exa- 


min’d 
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“sefolv’d: ro break allto pieces, and to difmifs 1 


~ without extream -confufion , ‘acknowlede’d ,° tha 


 “promife you have made her, I wear a Sword by my. 


/ 4a ; ‘ " ie oy: on eet” 
min'd che’promife made to Dixna Blanca, and foun 
chac that difcovery alone was fufficient co prevent h 

Py ‘ . , neg ee digo ey oy 
Diuyghrer’s marriage wich Leopold, « He*immediatel 


Nephew, chac there might be no more talk of th 
bufinefs, He caus’d the Ladies co wich-draw; an 
fent for his Nephew,whom he fhew’d the fchedule} 
hid made to Downa Blanca, asking him’ whether 

knew che hand. He nor a lictle troubled, and chan 
ing colour, began'to deny it? but the Ambaflado 
cold him,’ that as he could not do it fincerely, fo te 
would be very unhandfomely proffer’ds ‘fince th 
truth would be prov’d by feveral of his Letrets wri 
cen with the famé*hind. Ac laft Don Leopold, no 


blinded by Love, he had indeed made thac promife, 
but he would lofe his Life ere he perform’d ir, « * 7 

“Don Pedro having quicted his Fool’s coat, and pit” 
onavery Rich fuit, withthe Crofs of Alcantara on 
the Caflock, andthe Cloak, heard ‘this difcourfe) 
fromacorner of the Room where he was’ difpos’d, | 
and not able to endureany longer : «* Signor Lege) 
© pold, ‘(ard he coming up to hima, havea better cartel 
“what you fay, and confider her quality whom you 
“injure. Her birth is ar leaft as noble as yourss 
“She is my Sifter, and, as fuch, Tam oblie’d to vin=) 
*< dicate and proret her : if you perform not the 


“< fide which fhall force you to do it, if Honour will 
“nor.” Thave already confider’d what T am in ducy | 
“¢ oblig’d to, asco that point, replies Don Leopold, 
“¢ and no Man fhall force me,, by menaces, todo any) 
«¢ ching againft my will, This fo entae’d Don Pedro, 
, 7 Chic 
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gave Dox Leopold a challenges 'T The difruce 


fm inbetween them, and to give order the doors 
nud be thu, lett they might ger ouc cofight,  . .: 
hile chefe chines pats’ d, the Ambaffadour mind- 
i : tthe perfon Of Dox Pexios and imagin’d him 
amr 2 other perfon come thither after his Sifer : for, 
ng “him ‘fo well chad. with the Crofs of Alcan 
bare ans: without’ Spetacles,. which he conftantly 
No! > he khew him: nor: but having tonGder'd him 


a te, fame perfon, whos by.his pleafane extrava= 
8) had found; him. fo much fpore: «7 The Lady 
é perceiving, her. Father had his Eyes fa- 
on him, wich{fome aftonifhmenc,.i imagin’d che 


Sits whom yotrfee in a habit'fo difference from 
the “ime waswont toweat; and who feem’d fo ridi- 
&eulous to: YOu; is Don Pedro d’ Oferio and Toledo. 


es oblig ‘dibim tothacdifguife. 5) | 
¥¢ Ambafladour was the more aftonith’ dat haa 


valiers,, with Swords ‘drawn; ready co-make thac 


er ‘shes endéavour’d by mildnets to perfuade his 


aliers. fnii(chief: would follow 3 chac! he fhould 
ms ‘on any protection :he might hope from him; 
vee as feding the lictle reafon. hé had.of his fide,’ 


e affrone he inesriece chat Lady; he thould 
tarhe 


thie 


m higher and higher, which oblig’d. the Ladies co 


; Wh: this difpute i3‘over, you thall know. the mos 


Room che. place of cheir Duel. -He-ran in. between 


— 


tcer, he found thac he who chaliens’ dhis Nephew - 


ute of dt, and gave ic,a check in thefe words. 
dy wedi have prefs'd-his, Daughter:to: make:a furs 
Pssceares of that fecrer, had he not feen the two 


pliew's not-to conre(tin a bufinefs, whieh.was noc | 
his advanpages '‘chac-ifshe fatisfy’d noe the injur’d | 
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rather be againtt him, ‘by affitting his Adverfary, ‘cha 
mS FH in fo unjuita bufinefs, That ast 
his Daughter, he might quit all hope of her, chat h 
~ fhould never be her Husband , and char it would dif 
«cover a great poornefs of fpirit in her, if fhe had an 
thovehts of kindnefs for him, after fhe had been 
unworthily treared by him. ie 
Don Leopold , finding himfel€ prefs’d wich’ re 
proaches on all fides, and withall hearkning to’ 
advice of his Confcience, thought ic beft, to follo 
~ his Uncle’s counfel. He thereupon wene with ope 
arms ro his true Wife, co whom he once mofé gat 
his handas a Husband, and rhen embrac’d his'Bre 
ther-in-law, whom he yet knew not. The Lac 
Margaret thoughe it a good opportunity, before ch 
whole Company, togiveher Fatheran accompt hot 
Dou Pedro had fallen in love with her, how’ he-g¢ 
into his Rerinue in che qualityof a Jeafter; ‘tha! 
conceiv’d her felf oblie’d to requite the extraord 
“nary demonftration of his affe@tion to her; by a 
exchange of hers co him, if her: Facher “approve 
thereof. The old Gentleman had fo much mete: 
left, asco admire the frange conduc& of Loveina 
its operacions 5 and particularly, how it made th 
wifeft Men mad, and the Mad wife, making its ac 
vantages of extravagance it felf, to compafs its dé 
fignss Without any furcher demurring, he gave h 
confent, whereupon the Lady Afargaret rook him 
the hand, and Doz Pedro was fo happy, as, by od 
and unlikely means, co fee all his defites a¢com 
plifh’d.. The folemnicies “of both che Marriage 
were put off cill eight days after; allche Grandes 
about che Court came ro them. The Balls cherea 
| a 


nf 


DVe2. of the Marigold, Ci6rs” 
id che Tilting were extraordinary: buc what more 
arly touches the ftory, is, chac the King honour'd 
efe two Cavaliers with great advantages, where- 
ith Don Pedrohad alfo rhofe of a numerous iflue, 
or which Dox Leopold needed not much to have en- 
i'd him, being the moft fatisfi’d man in the world 
fithhis choice, whom he infinicely loved, and there- 
y made it appear, chat che Inclinations of two per- 

ns, before they are united by Matrimony, though 
y fome intervening occurrences fomewhat remitced, 
ay yet, by chat facred Tie, be heightned into a no- 
le and vigorous flame of perfect Love, 
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N the ‘great’ and famous City of 
ws Sevil, the Metropolis of Anda- 
lufia, Mother of fo many noble 
Families, and excellent Wits, 
, the Treafury of all che Wealth, 
‘which flows into Spaiz from the 
We t-Indies, was born Don Pedro 
de Ribera, a very accomplifh’d Cavalier, of the 
illuftrious Family of the Dukes of 4/cala, fo highly 
© efteem’d) 
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sem’d all over the Kingdome. By their death, © 

whom he: deriv’d his being in chis world, there. 
fell to him an eftace of four choufand Crowns annual 
rent, upon which he liv’d very nobly at S evil, being 
the moft remarkable Perfon ar all publick actions 
done abour the City. He had at. Afadrid a Coufin- 
german, who follow’d the Spanifh Court, and was 
gone thither abouc fome affairs of great importance, 
which he had brought co a happy iflue. Having liv: 
there awhile, he lik’d ic, and che converfation of che 
Cayaliers inhabiring it, fo well, chac he exchang’d 
the place of his birch for thar illufrious Cicy. He 
there became. intimately. acquainted with an old. 
Cavalier, whofe name was Don Juande la Cerda, 2. 
perfon who had rais’d himfelf intoageneral efteem, 
bythe excellent endowments he had. Befides which 
he was honour’d with che illuftrious Order of the. 
Patron of Spaiz, with a Commandery of two thou- 
fand Ducars of annual renr, . This old Gentleman 
was 2 Widdower, having but one onely Daughter, 
to. vhoin all his vaft Eftace wasto. fall ac his Death.. 
Nature ic feems had made ic her particular bufinels co.” 
enrich this young Lady, wichall the graces and per- 
feStions ro be with’din one of her Sex. Which oc-: 
cafion’d che envy of all che Ladies about the Court, 
towards «her, fince fhe hid, in point of Beauty, the 
fame advantages over them, asthe Sun hath over all. 
the reft of the Planecs.. Her Father, Dox Juan, 
-with’d her married wich a perfon to his mind, thats, _ 
‘one equal to her, in eftace and extraction, Dox Ro- 
-drigo de Ribera ( (owas called Don Pedro’sCoufin 
‘whom’ I fpoke of firt) might have afpir’d-to the ©) > 
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honour of making his Addreffes co her, aswellupon 
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accompt of the Hopfe, from which he’ was defcen- 
ded, asthe familiar acquaintance there was berween 
him and her Father, Dow Faan. But being a younger® 
Brother, he thoughr himfelf too low, in point: of 
_ eftare, to pretend to fo advantageous a match, How- 
ever he thought fit to make fome propofal co the old 
~ Gencleman, onthe behalf of his Coufin Don Pedro, 
who liv’d at Sew/, whom he highly recommended to 
him for his excellent Qualities, and the grearnefs of 
his Eftare ; for he was the onely Son of a Noble’ 
houfe. Doz Fuantook it very kindly from him, bae 
thought ic withall prudence, to make furcher enquiry. 
into the bulinefs, knowing that perfons {peaking for 
theit own Relations are commonly very partial, and 
think icno mortal fin co exceed che ruth. So chat’ 
Don Fxan, immediately writ to a particular friend at 
Sevil, earneftly defiring him to give him an, ac- 
count of rhe Perfon and Eftate of Don Pedro de 
| Ribera, inafmuch asic highly concern’d the honour 
of his Houfe, to meet with a Cavalier worthy his 
alliance, to be Husband tohis onely Daughter Donna 
Brianda. 

*Twas not long ere he receiv’d an Anfwer, where- 
in his friend confirm’d all chac Dow Rodrigo had faid 
of his Kinfman, wich fomewhat more , prorefting in 
the conclufion, thac he was fo far from being ‘partial 
or infincere, in che accompt he had fent him, thar he 
rather told fefs than cruch. . He thereupon went to 
Don Rodrigo, and told him, chat he might write to 
his Coufin, and aflure him he fhould be very wel- 
come, if he had any inclinations for his Daughter. 
He made him Anfwer, that he would,and Don Juans 
asa further obligation, re have his Daughter’s Pi- 
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@turefent him, chat he might therein find fome of 
the rare qualities chat were in her, permitting his 
‘Coufin to be prefenc at che taking of ic, chac he 
might aflure Doz Pedro, the Painter had not flatcer’d 
her, and chat che Copy was below the Otieinal. 
_ Don Rodrigo fail’d not cto write to his Coufin, t6 
whom he alfo fenr rhe Pifture, celebrating the yer- 
tues of thac amiable perfon, which the Painter could 
not reprefent, ashe had done the lineaments of her 
beautiful countenance. His Coufin Dox Pedro was 
extremely facisfi'd’ therewich, and referr’d ic to him 
to make fore overtures in rhe treaty of Marriage, 
till he came thither himfelf, for the further profecu- 
tion whereof, he fence him.a full procuration. 

In the mean time Doz Pedro was preparing for 
his journey to AZadrid, to wait onhis Miftrefs, who, 
having receiv’d his Pigture, was as much taken with 
it, ashehad been wichhers, Leaving his retinue at 
Sevil, tilla tich Livery, then making, were finith’d, 
he began his journey, having onely one perfon to wait 
onhim, and aGroomtolookro cheir Mules, who 
follow’d them ata little diftance. Dox Pedro catri’d 
always about him his Miftrefs’s piture inclos’d in the 
fame Letter, wherein his Coufin had fent ic him. Be-* 
ing come within half a days journey of Toledo, he fene 
away the Groom,to provide Lodeings for chem in the 

City. Hehad entercain’d at dinner fome of the’In- 
habitants of Orgaz, which was the place where they 
had-baited. The cloth being caken away, they fell co 
Cards 5 he loft his mony, and was vex’d, which oc- 
tafion’d their playing on tilf ne: had recover’d his 
foffes, and bychac time ic was grown Jarer chan he 
could have wifh’d, Being hors*d, he and his man pur 
Tas forwards 
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forward, but ere they had rode a League, aighe furs 
priz'dthem, fochac chey made a-fhiftto fofe-cheir. 
way, and got in among certain Oliye-trees, about 
half a League fhore of To/edo? Not knowing where 
they were, and fearing to 90.too far out of cheir way, 
they thought ic their beft courfe coalight, and rett 
chemfelves under one of the Olive-trees, till itwere 
day. They accommodated themfelves che belt. they 


y 
could, and wearinefs foon laid chem afleep, yer “a 


dream'd of che misforcune which was to happen to 
them. Being in cheir firft fleep, which is commonly” 
the foundeft, four men came co the place; very foftly, 
for the noife of their Mules brought them thither ; and 
thefe were of a profeflion, which for the moft parc 
finds thofe chac are of ir more work by night chan by 
day. They had then been upon a defign which had not _ 
taken, and fo they were returning’ fomevyhar dif- 
confolately with empty pocketsto Toledo. 7 
Coming up to chem, and finding chem both afleep, 
they ty’d their hands behind chem, and cook away all 
they had, buc their Doublets and Drawers,’ and; ro 
set off with more {peed and fafery, they made ufe 
oftheir Mules, Da» Pedro, being thus bafely fur-. 
»ptiz’d, was exafperaced at che misfortune, -bur his 
Man cold him thacic hid happened torhem. chrougti | 
his faulc, becaufe he had not given over playing fooner. 
They difcours’d of it, till che Birds gave them notice 
of the approach of Aurora. Soon after, hearing che — 
noife of fome cattle not. far from them, they call’d co 
him thaclook’d after chem, who came up to them, 
_ and unbound crhem,. very much bemoaning the con- / 
dition they werein. . They ask’d him, how, far ic was 
co Tolede, and he told chem it was not quite half a 
leacue, 
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~Aeague, bue if they wouldgo along with him ro-a 
_ Country Houfe hard by, he would gladly thew chem ” 
the way, and that he: doubred not the Lady, wha 
~ liv’d in it, would relieve them in chac excremiry. They 
took his advice, and he-brought chemto-a very fair 
houfe. Haying knock’d ac the Gate, it was imme- 
diately open’d by arnold man, who was Steward co 
the Lady, and hid che overfight of che Shepherds and 
the profits arifing from che Sheep. The Shepherd. 

» who brought them rhicher wentin ta the Lady, and 
~ dn few words gave her an account of the misforcune’ 


had haphed to: thofe Scrangers, and the condition he- | 


had found them in, whereupon fhe order’d them to 

_ be brought up co her chamber.’ Dow Pedro prefented 
himfelf to her, very much abafh’d ro fee himfelf al- 
moft naked, ashaving about him onely an old Coae, 
whichche Shepherd had lent him. - Hg cold her rhac 
his journey was for. AZadrid, about. a Law-fuic of 
"great importance, » not difcovering who he was, buc 
onely chac he was 2 Gentleman of Sew/, named, 
Don Ferdinand’ Sanchex de Trivegns,. The Lady, 
whofe name was DozwaV sétoria, was much troubled 

- tofee himin thac deplorable condition, There were 
in»the houfe ewo chefts full of cloaths, which had.been 

a Brother’s of hers, who died not long before. She 
order’dtwo futes tobe brought our, which they put 
on, that which Doz Pedro had proving fo fir, chat che 
Lady was muchtaken withhis perfon, and had her 
eyes always faftned on him.’ She invited, Doz Pedro 
to dine with her, which he did, caking occafion ever 
and anon, to make excraordinary acknowledomencs 
ofthe favours he receiv’d from her, : 

_. Theycontinu’d' cwo days in chac Councry houfe, 
ere 
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erethe Lady made any difcovery of the affeétion fhe 
had for Dox Pedro, fave onely what fhe did wich - 


her eyes, which were the filent incerprecers of the 


trouble fhe was in. Don Pedro was not infenfible of — 
it, and had fome difcourfe concerning ic with his — 
Mans yet had he not the confidence to cell him whar — 
he really choughe of it, being (as he Was) upon che — 
point of difpofing himfelf otherwife. The Setvanc 
advis’d him not to let flip fo fair an opportunity, 
and told him he fhould not be fo hard-hearced, to- — 
watdsa Lady of fo great worth, and one that had fo _ 
highly oblie’d them. The folicude of the place, rhe 
beauty of the Lady, and che filene difcoveries fhe — 


made him by her geftures, oblig’d Dox Pedro to 


anfwer her affection. He entred intofome Love. — 


difcourfes with her; bue chough fhe were really in 
love wich him, yt would the not grant him any pare 


ticular favour, unlefs he firft affur’d her the fhould be 


" bi and chat fhe had a promife of ic under his 
and. 

Don Pedro, onthe other fide, had fo great a kind- 
nefs for her, chathe hadin a manner forgot the Mi- 
ftre(s, whofe Pifture he carri’d about him, and ad- 
vifing wich his Servant, ( who wasa dangerous Con- 
fident, and a fubtil fellow ) what he fhould do, he 
cold him'very roundly, that he ought not to let flip fo 
{weet and favourable an opportunity; chat he might 
eafily have che enjoyment of her, and withal give her 
the promife of marriage the defired, provided he put 
Not into it hisown name, but fill’d ic wich che fuppo- 
fiticious name he had affum’d, fince fhe knew neicher 
his Country nor extration, Don Pedrofollow'd his 
advice, and thereupon had his defires of Donna Vi- 

: | éteria, 
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‘floria, Who having made the blor, could do no lefs 


~ chan give him‘leaveroenter. He conctinu’d there — . 


- four days, ac cheend whereof, acquainting the Lady 
that his bufinefs ac AZadrid was of fuch importance as 
reqilit’d his perfonal accendance there, fhe confenred 
to his departure, on condicion he would return again 
as ipo ashe could ; which he, wich oachss promis’d 

| Si. as | ai, . 

The next morning betimes, he departed, Jeaving 
the Lady o’re-flown with tears ; he was fomewhac. : 
croubled, or.at féaftprecended ic. TheLady having 
furnifh’d him wich all things neceffary, he pur. for- 

ward; but ere he had gone far, he receiv’d fome. part 
of chechaftifement which .he.deferv’d for his perfidi- 
oufnefs, for the Mule he was mounted on being apt 
to ftarr cave him a fall, whereby hefo fprain’d one © 
_ foot, thache was forc’d to make fome ftay at I//ef= 
eas, 2 place half way between To/edo and ALadrid, 
and to fend for Chirurgeons to fer all chings right 
again, 99 °° | 
. Leaving him there confin’d to his chamber for. 
- fome days, lec us return to Donna Vittoria, who very 
much bewail’d the abfence of her Gallant, the very 
thouehe of whom caus’d her no {mall affi@ion. A 
Servant of hers’ who had made the bed where he fay, - 
foutd, under che bolfter, a Piture of che Lady whom — 
Don Pedro was co be marriedto, foldedup ina Ler- 
ter which his Coufin had wric rohim from AZadrid, 
which fhe deliver*dto her Miftrefs, who opening the 
Paper, faw the Pi&ure, whereat fhe was much dif- 
quieted ;_bur fhe was much more aftonifh’d,when fhe — 
caft her eye on the enfuing | 
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LETTE RS te yinity 
2) Deareft Coufih, ) en# ho. wil) AG i 
J Ou will receive beretn tuclofed the Prture 
Woof the LadyDonna Briandadela Cerda, 
« which 1s very exattly taken fromthe Original ; I 
doubt not byt the charms of ber Beauty willoblige . 
You to baften.your departure, Her Father; Don. 
uan dela Cerda, expetts you with great impa~ 
tience, In the mean time the Contra& of Marrtage. 
is adrawing up, and will be ready, before you be 
bere tofignit, Afjure your felf you will be exe 
~ tremely fattsfi'd, that you havefound fo excellent a 
wife, Lam | ain beat 
Your afleGionate Coufin, - 
Dow Rodrigo de Ribera. 


“ Donna¥ itteria bad fcarcely come to che period of: 
this Letter, but, chroughthe trouble: fhe receiv’d ae. 
the reading of ir, fhe fell into a fwound, and conti=, 
nu’d therein above. half anhour; in the arms of her: 
Maid. Aclaft fhe came to her felf; burfting into, 
fighs and tears; fhe rail’d ac the Sevi//ianz Impoftor; 
but much more at her own,fimplicicy, that fhe had fo. 
lightly profticured her honour co ar’ unknown perfon, » 
whomfo -ftrange an adventure had brought coher: 

- houfe, She fpenc chat whole day in weeping and be= 
moaning her misfortune :, bur. confidering wichal, © 
what’ hazard her reputation was in, fhe refolv’d 1c? 

fhould 
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-fhould nor be faid of her, that fhe had been fo bafely 
‘affronted by any man. Whereupon with the lighe the 
"receiv’d from the Letter, of che occafion of his jours 
hey, and che perfon co whom he was tobe married, 
‘fhe putchings in order coher removalto Adadrid; \ 
‘which fhe might betcer do than any other, in regard 
fhe had nor any Kinfman near enoughto whom fhe 
“might communicate her intention. She communi- 
cated her defien to Albert, an oldServane of hers, 
who had brought her up from che cradle, and was very 
‘elad'to waiton her, Si 
“Upon this refolution, fhe caus’d two Wagons to _ 
‘be Toaden with all things neceflary to furnifh a houfe 
fit'to receive a perfon of Quality, and took her way 
towatds ‘AZadrid. Being come thither, fhe com- 
‘manded her Servant -A/berr, co encuire whereabouts 
Hived Don Fuan dela Cerda, and whether the youne 
Cavalier, whom he intended to make his Son-in-law, 
were come from Sevi/. She underftood by him, thar 
he was not yec‘come, but chat they expected him, 
‘whichmuch troubled the Lady, who knew nothing of 
the accident had happen’d to him hear J//efcas. 
> The firft ching this affronted Lady did, was to take 
ahoufe fot her felf, near chac of Dow Fuan de la Cer- 
da, and order’d Albert to live in it as Mafter thereof. 
That done, fhe fent him to Dox Faan’s, to enquire. 
whether fhe wanted a waicting-Gentlewoman, for 
fhe would difeuife her felf, chac fhe miight nor be 
Known by Dox Pedro. The bufinefs had the effec 
fhe defired, for Doxna Brianda was then enquiring 
for a widow to wait on her, acuftom much practis’d 
“AinjSpaiz, where’ Ladies of quality have feveraf of - 
them, whom, being Widows, they call Duennas. 
wis When 
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When this. was propofed by A/bert, who wene un- 
der the mame of Father co his Miftrefs, Doxa Bri- 
anda not onely receiv’d her inco her fervice, bucher 
Facher, 4dbert, was alfo enrercain’d into Doz Fuan’s, 
Albert gave bis Miftrefsan account of his Negotia- 
tion, whereac fhe was extremely facish?d: fo chac 
baying put her felfinrothe habit of a Duenpa, fhe 
went che next day: co prefenc her felf to Dozna 
Brianda, conducted by her pretended Father, 4/bert. 
They were both very kindly encercained by Don Fuan 
dela Cerdaand his Daughter. DonwaP ittoria with’d 
fhe had noc been fo handfom, rhacche Sucor fhe ex- 
pected might be the fefs caken with her; however, 
{he couragioufly refoly’dco profecute the impofture 
fhe. was ingag’d in. Donna Briandaask’d Albert, 
whac Country-man he was. Hercoldher ae he was 
born ata place called Zrrera, near Sevil; char. his 
name was Stephen de Santillana (by which we {hall 
henceforth call him) chat his Daughcer had been 
married co’a Merchant of chat City , whodi’d as he 
was going for che Weff-Indies, leaving fo great Debrs 
behind him, hac all his Eftace went co fatishe his 
Credicors.... Don Fuan hearing that Santillana was of 
Axdalufia, ask’d bims whether he had liv’d any time 
at Sevi/. Hetold him, chac he had often been in.chac 
Ciry, but thac his Daughter hadlivd there. Dow 
Fuan would not at thaccime enquire any farther, nor 
enter inco any difcourfe with him concerning Don 
Pedro de Ribera, Donna Vittoria was enterrain’d as, 
Duenna to Donna Brianda, who cook fuch an affe= 
étionco her, chat fhe crufted her with all her Keys, . 
rothe great. difconcent of her other Servants, who 
had liv’d wich her many years, Santillana told ah 

that 
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tae be had a Houfe of his own, not far from Dow 
"s 5 and 2 Wife (for. AZarcella an ancienc © 
tid of Donna Vitloria’s was to at that parc) . 
whereupon he had no Lodgings affign’d him in Doz 
Juan's. , 
It is now time we return to Dow Pedro de Ribera, 
who. being recover’d of his fall, came to Afadrid, 
and lighted at the Houfe of his Coulin Don Rodri g05 
woo was much. troubled chat he had not been rhere 
fooner, Herold him the caufe of i it and gave him. 
@ particular, account of all had pafs’d in Donna Vis 
Goria’s Countty-houfe, even tothe promife he had 
‘made her, under a feign’d name. Doz Rodrigo 
ask’d him, what .qualicy the Lady was of, whereto he 
anfwer’d, chat her. name was Downd Viltoria de 
‘Sylva y and chat fhe was of one: of the moft noble 
amilies: of. Toledo. Dow Rodrigo was very much 
diffaristy"d with his procedure, reproaching him with 
‘the unworthy action he had done, in abufing and 
difhonouring that Lady , and that it was to be fear’d, 
‘fhe might hear of his ¢ oming. to Afadrid in order to 
a Martiage with another, and find means to be re- 
veng’d for thac affront. . 7 
They afterwards fell into difcourfe. concerning , 
Donna Brianda, and Don Pedro told him, heex- 
preamly fancied the Picture he had feen of her, Buc 
thity wich the other things he had been robb’d of, he 


had loft it: though he knew well enough, he had lefc . 


ic under che be ds head at Donwa Vitloria’ s, which 
troubled him nota lictle, however he diffembfed ir. 
Don Rodrigo told Dox Pedro, that it were fic he puc 
himfelf into other Cloaths, before he waiced on his 

, arate efs, arid char he muft keep wichin doors till chey 
d I 
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Were ready. Within.cwo days a very fair,riding Suie: 
Was brought him, .wherein precending “he was but 
newly cometo Town, he goes to the Houfe of Doz 

Fuvan dela Cerda, by whom he was. receiv’d with 
great demonttracions of kindnefs. Notice was im- 
-medntely carry’d up to Donna Briawda, chat the 

perfon defign’d co be her Husband was coming up 
to her Chamber, where fhe was with her Maids about! 
her, who had jult made an end of Dreffing her. . Dox 
Pedro coming in, conduéted by Don Fuan and Don 
Redrigo, was infinitely facisfy’d atthe fight of his: 
Miftrefs, whom he very civilly and difcreetly faluréd » 
for he was a perfon of an excellent wit and acori= 
fidenc carriage and demeanour, Helfound by che 
original Of Donna Brianday, thac the Painter had 
done bis work very faichfully , a vircue nor much 
practis’d by Paincers, efpecially upon fuch occafions 
as that was, He was ravi(h'd,to {¢e fo great a Beauty, 
and fhe on the other fide was well fatisfy’d with che’ 
handfome perfonage of Don Pedro, fo AOI hag 8D 
There were yet fome things to bedone in order 
to the abfoluce conclufion of the Matriage, at whicli 
there was a neceffiry of Dox Pedro’s prefence ¥ 
whereupon he, Dow Juan, and Dow Rodrigo wich. 
drew inco anorher room, where they lock’d chem- 
felvesin witha Notary, and fomte Friends, who were’ 
tobe wirnefles ac che Articles of the agreement. 
Doxa Brianda continu’d all chat time in her Cham- 
ber, with ber Servants, talking of Don Pedro, her 
Husband-to-be, every one congratulating her good 
fortune, faveonely Doxna Vitoria, who faying no+ 
ching ac all, her Miftrefs obferv'd iry and being all. 
alone with her , “Donna Theodora, fatd fhe to her, 
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(that was the name fhe had affum’d ) whence 
© comesic, char, while all che reft.celebrace the hap- 
“ pinefs of my choice, you onely are filent ? Me- 
¢ chinks you might have contribured fomewhar co 
“the publick congratulation, chough you had done 
ir onely our of complaifance. I pray give me 
““fome reafon for ic. Donna Vittoria had done it 
purpofely, in*profecution of her defign , and this ° 
queftion came as feafonably as fhe could have with’d 
ir, forhac fhe madeher this Anfwer. ‘As to che 
€perfon of Don Pédro, Madam,there is not any thing 
< to be faid againftir, nay be is fo accomplifh’d, thac 
there is not any thing co be wifh’d inbim chat 
which he hach nor already. My filence proceeds. 
«hence, chat I had a particular knowledge of him 
€ ac Sevil, for i liv'd ina Quarter of the Citys which 
he much frequenced. I neither will, nor ougtit co 
€€ conceal from you.the occafion of his fo often,com=. 
“ing thither, for ic is my duty to be faichful co yous 
as having no other deGgn thin co ferve you, and 
<¢ endeavour your quiet, fo.as chic you may not live 
“in a perpecurl dif-enjoyment of your felf all che ~ 
Kich oF gai days. Know then, Madam, thie if 

€ you match your felf wich Don Pedro, you will be 
“ brought toa kind of civil deach, inftead of recet- 
€ virig the fatisfastions of wedlock, Donna Brianda 
was much aftonith’d ar chis difcourfe, and prefs’d her 
Duexna, to difcover to her more clearly, what fhe had 
but too great a defire to tell her. Whereupon en- 
‘treating her to fetire into a more-fecret place, where 

‘they might not be obferv’d by’ her other Womens. 

Donna V ifboria gave her this malicious accounc of the 

perfidious Don Pedro, | ! 
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“* I fhould nor five wich che refpe& and duty TL) 
“owe youas my Miltrefs, nor according to the af-~ 
“¢ fection I bear you, if I exprefs’d not my felf clearly , 
“to you, in ‘a bufinefs wherein you are fo highly ~ 
**concern’d, and on which depends your greareft 
“ felicity in this world. Knowthen, Madam, thac 
“ Don Pedro fell in love witha Lady at Sevi/, one, 
“* very handfome and well defcended , in a word ~ 
“wanting nothing but a fortune fuitable to her 
“* quality. He courted her fo earneftly, chat fhe,” 
¥ Hitt her felf oblig’d by fo great demonftrations” 
“of Affection, Letrers, and continual Embaffies; 
** artended wich prefents, from Don Pedro, fatisfy'd 
“nis defires, upon a promifethac he would’make het © 
*“ his Wife, whereof there are many witneffes. But | 
“che bufinefs was tobe kept fecret for atime; for 
** Dow Pedro’s Father was then alive, who, having. 
“* receiv'd fome intelligence of thar Love, endea- 
““ vour'd allhe could co prevent Doz Pedro's mar- 
“riage with Doxzwa Elvirade Monfalvos fo wasthé 
““ Lady called. The concinuance of his vifits ro her 
‘© produc’d fiving proofs, which Were two Sons anda 
“* Diughter, whoare acchisctme withthe Mother, 
** When Dox Pedro’s Fataer was remov'd out of the 
“way, (which happen’d not long after) Doxna’ 
“Elvira expected he fhould make good his pro- 
*€ mife, and marry her , but he, for fome time, came 
** nor fo much asto feeher, What inconveniences . 
** fhe was put to from the rime of their acquainrance 
“the knows co her forrow, and] am nor ignorant 
*“ thereof, forI Liv’d mear her, and went otten to’ 
“« her Houfe. Being now convine’d that he incended 
* co leave her in che Lerch, the difcover’d the bu 
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*€cotwo Confin-Germans of hers; who were fo en- 
© rao’d therear, rhac chey immediately refolv-d ro 
oblige Dex Pedro, by force, to petform che pro- 
‘© mife he had made co their Kinfwoman, Doz 
_ © Pedrowenttoacercain Farm he had, not far from 
“¢ Sewi/, to avoid his Adverfaries, who, knowing he 
“€ went our of the way purpofely becsufe he would 
“nor fatisfie their Coufin, refolv’d to be the death 
“of him. Things were in chis pofture when my 
€¢ Faher brought ‘me to A¢adrid, where I have been 
«about chefe fix weeks. This is che accompeIcan 
s give you of Doz Pedro, who muftnor think hime 
“ felf fecure inthis Court, for che Lady’s Kinfmen, 
“whom I know ro begallance and ftout Perfons, as 
“ foon as chey hear of his being here, will be fure ro 
“ atcend his motion, and revenge the affront done ro 
“¢cheir Coufin ; nay ir will be eafier for them ro do ic 
“here thanat Sew/. —- | 
Donna Brianda heard very atcentively the {tory . 
cold her by the Dvewwa, and was extreamly troubled, 
tofind Dex Pedro fofar engag’d with another. She 
asked her a choufand queftions, among ovhers, whe- 
ther he was much in love with cthac Miftrefs, whe- 
ther chic Dozea E/vira was very handfome, &c. 
whereto fhe made fuch Anfwers as were fuicable to 
herdefign, which was to put Doz Pedro clearly out 
of her favour. Dovza Bricula refolv’'d to give het 
Father an account of all, and leave ic to him to in- 
form himfelf more fully of the bufinefs. She im- 
mediately wenr ro the Room where he was to {peak 
to him, for all things were concluded as tothe Mzr- 
riage, 3 
Inthe meantime, Donna Vittoria was lefe in the 
7 3 ourer~ 


‘ outer-toom, where the Women and Duennas are 


’ Don Pedro’s whom he had fene to the Poft for Let. 
‘ters from Sew/. Enqyiring for his Mafter, togive 


r Poft. Curiofity was an ingredient of the firft Woe 
man, and ict 1s very fruitfully fpread chtough thé 


* 
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wont towait. There came in torhem a Servant of 


him the pacquet, Donza Vittoria cold him, that he 
was within , buc chat’ as foon as he.came out fhe 
would deliver ic to him. Having opened the pace 
guet, fhe put intoic a Lecter the immediately writ, 
and, fealing ic up again, came where her Miftrefs 
was. She ask’d her whither fhe was going with thofe 
Letcers ? The other anfwered without the leaft dif- 
covery of any malice, rhac chey were dire&ted to 
Signor Don Pedro, and had been broughr chicher a 
litcle before by one of his Servants from the Seorf= 


whole Sex. Donwa Brianda fhew'd her felf not free 
from it on this occafion, and fhe was che moreexcu- 
fable confidering che ftory had ‘been told ‘her by che 


fubtle Dvexna. She was tempred to open the pac. 


quec , wherein finding one Letter writcen witha. 
Woman’s hand (which was chae written by Drvua’ 
Viiteria) the coulddo no tefs thanopen it, and 
directing her Eye down co che botcom of ir, found it 
fubfcribed by one Dozna Elvira de Monfalvo. She 
read it, and was confirm’d in what before fhe not’ 
fully credited. oe} . 
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My =e : | 
) Our abfence and my indifpofitton have 
BL reduc'd me to fuch extremiiy, that 1 cai- 
not tmagine I have any long time ta Irve, 16 being 
impoffible I {hould hold out, after the news f have 
heard of your re[olution to be married at Madrid, 
which cannot eafily be done, without a tranfcend-— 
ent bafenc{s, by a perfon fo nearly engag’d to me 
G5 you are. You know that you cannot bestow on 
another what fo lawfully due to me, efpectally 
tf you make the least reflection on the precious, 
pledges theve ave between us thereof, 1 have no 
other advice to give you, as things now ftand . but 
that, if you are at fach a lofs of all bame and con- 
fctence, there 7 a God tn Heaven, who fees our 
most fecvet thoughts, and pafles ajuft judgement 
on thems atd that I have many noble friends, who 
meafuring the {mall account you make of them by 
- your flighting of me, will not fail to revenge the 
affrost done tow all, I hope we {hall not be fore’'d 
to thofe extremities, confidering how highly you 
are oblig’d to do things fattably tothe noblenefs 
of your Birth, and to acknowledge, as you ought, 
a I 4 nee. 
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her, whom, while we both Live,- you must look 
0%, as “ ry : A oe : -' “+ - 


Your lawful Wife | 
Donna Elvira degitorfalvo. 3 


Pe 
. 


This Letter fully fatisfy’d Donna Brianda chat all” 
fhe had heard from che malicious Daenna was true, * 
Her Father coming ihto the room as fhe had done 
reading ic, fhe acquainted him with all that concetin’d 
Don Pedro, fhewing him the Letter from Donna 
Elvira. He was extreamly aftonifh’d, to find thaca— 
Cavalier of fo noblea Family, had abus'd a Lady of 
fuch qualicy, and thar, having Children by her,. he 


_fhould be fo impudent as ro make his addrefles: to | 


his Daughrer. \He forbore reproaching him therewich; 


-cill he had betcer inform'd himfelf from a Friend. of 


his of Sea:/, chen ac ALZadrid, whiom'he immediately 
went co look for. Lot tl eae 
Don Fuan was but hardly got out of doors, bur 


Dow Pedro and his Man came in, for. his man having 


cold him ‘that he had deliver’d che pacquet to one of - 
Donna Briauda’s’Wotnen, he was come to receive it 
from her, fince ic was notybrought to his Coufin’s; 
whither alf his Letters were direéted. It was his 
fortune to meet with Doxxa Brianda inthe outers 
room, where her Father had lefe her. ‘I, fhould 
** not have return’d fo foon, my deareft Lady, faid he 
“ ro her, had:not fomewhatc extraordinary oblio’d me 
“thereto ; it isto receive fome Letters, which my 
‘Man cells me he delivered to one of your Women. 
| Sa « She. 


- 
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“She thought, {ays Donna Brianda, that you had: 
been ftill wich my Facher. I cafually meeting her 
« as fhe was coming intothe room, ask’d her what - 
« fhe came for. She anfwering, ic was co ‘delivet 
~« youthe pacquet, I took ic from her; and’¢ prefu- 
<¢ ming that aCavalier of your age and complexion 
<¢ could not have lived co chis time in Sew?/, and not 
& havean inclination for fome Lady) a certain con- 
<¢ junétion of curiofiry and jealoufie petfuaded me to 
« openit. That ¢curiofiry hach done mea courtefie, 
¢ and hath fatisfy’d mein fome things, which before 
I onely fifpected : and therefore I forbéar de- 
« firing your excufe, fince I have receiv’d fo good an 
«informacion, before I was any further engao’d wich | 
< you; forhaid ic come coo lare, I hid been ruin’d. 
_ © Bere’s a Letter froma perfon’ you fhould be well 
“acquainted with ; chis would have been enough co 
undeceive me, but ic onely confirms a relation I 
_ “had receiv’d before, upon which I was almoft re- 
«folv’d to put fuchacheck to your prerenfions to 
_ me, aschat you fhould have bur fictle encourage- 
<¢ mene co continue them. Farewell, my prefence 
€¢ Will but crouble you ,°chis Letcer will acquainc you 
<¢ with whic you are not ignorance of, 

Dow Pedro receiving the Letrer ouc of her hand 
was nora licrle furpzis'd, noe imigining what mighe 
have happen’d to him. . He readirc, and prefently in- 
ferr’d, thatit was a trick puc upon him by fome en- 
vious perfon, ‘ho was defirous to obftrug, his happt- 
nefs. Meeting wich Dozua Vittoria ( whom, as we 
faid before, he knew not in her Widdow’s habit ) 
“Ah Madam, faid he to her, what forgeries are 
“ rhefe? Ia Miftrefs at Sewi/, and of chis payet 
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“ I children by her, and chat upon a promife of mare 
“riage? If ic be not the greareft lye chac ever hu= 


“mane malice invented, lec me never look Manin 


“che face again. For my part , replies the fubtle, 
“* Duenna, |. find my felf inclin’d to believe, chac 
¢¢ what you fay may. be crue ; but your main con- 
“ cernment is tobring my Lady tochat perfuafions 
<1 know hero be of fuch an humour as nor eafily” 


'€co quit a refentment, which the entertains upon 


 juft grounds, and I much queftion whether fhe will 
“admit your addrefles any further, for I know fhe 
“* harh acquainted-her Father wichall, and he is gone 


~“eo a Gentleman of Sevi/, an intimate friend of - 


“ his, who is now inthis City. Iam véry glad of ir, 
cts Don Pedro, for he will find it to be an abfolure 
“ impofture, and chat there is nor any Ladyin Seed 
“thac goes under che name of Donna Elvira de 
“ Aonfalvo. Bue 1 befeech you tell me, Madam, 
“¢ whether your intimacy be very great wich che Lady 
“© Doxna Brianda. So great repli ’d (hey that I am che 
«onely perfon-in her favour, and ro whom fhe is 


© pleas’d co. communicate her rhoughts, If ic be fo 


“<< fays Don Pedro, it’s poflible you may procure me 
“ che favour from her, that I may vindicate my felf, 
‘1 -much queftion whether fhe will ever {peak co. 
<¢ you again, faid (he, for fhe is extreamly incens’d 
<¢ aoainft you, and when once angry, if jultly, fhe is 


_ © che hardeft ro-be appeas’d chat ever I knew. Bary, 


** faid he, tf you are fo much in her favour, you may 
“prevail fomewhat wich her, by reprefencing co her. 


' © the excraordinary affe@tion I-bear her. Ie is in. 


“ my power, {aid (he, to do with her whar you defire 3! 
“¢ bur what will you give me if Ican procure you a 
; “¢ Favou- 
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favourable audience from her? Any thing you can 
“ defire,- {aid hemi her, if you mind onely matter of 
“advantage. You fee Iam very young, fays fhe, and 
. confequently may hope to be married again, mony 
“is che onely ching I wants ifIdo what you with, 
“¢ may I rely on your liberalicy for my reward.’ That 
you may know how earneftly I defire te, fays he, 
£¢ do what I defire, and I will make your fortune hea- 
€¢ vier by five hundred Crowns chan itis. I moft 
“humbly thank you, rep/res(be, but { muft cell -you, 
*¢ Sir, chat I have been fo deluded by the verbal pro- 
“ mifes fometimes made meby a perfon of your qua- 
liry, thac I have reafon co miftruft whac-ever is 
“promis’d, if Ihave ic notin writing. You will be 
“oleas’d to excufe me, Sir, if my fear to be deceiv’d 
*¢ as I have been force me to thefe precautions, and 
“eo aflure yout felf, that thofe facisfi’d, I will endea- 
“your co ferve youtrorhe urmoft of my power. To 
“sive you abfolute fatisfaction, as co chat point, Ma= 
“¢dum, (aid he, help me with pen, ink and paper, and - 
you fhall have rhe fecuricy you defire your felf. 
~ Denna iitoria would fee the iflue of ir, and fo 
brought him wharhedefired. Dox Pedro kept his 
word with her ; nay eicher our of ignorance of the 
form of fuch. obligations, or co make a greater ex- 
reffion of his earneftnefs chat fhe fhould affift him, 
prov’d fo liberal, astogivehera Blank fign’d and 
feal’d, not mentionitig the fumme wherero he oblie’d 
himfelf, celling her he had not fpecifi'd it, our of a 
defiento require her beyond his promifes, propor- 
tionably roche fervice fhe fhould do him, in the re- 
- covery of his Miftrefs’s favour. She faw this happen’d 
according to ker withes, fo thac acknowledging che — 
, | | favour 
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favour Don Pedro had done her, the promis’d him her 
aitmoft endeavours co deferve itggby recovering Him 
into the favour of his Miftrefs. The amorous.Cava- 
lier believ’d her, andtook his leave, 4/bert coming 
in foon after, Viétoria gave him an account of what 
progrefs fhe had made, and purcing into his hands che 
Blank fign’d by Doz Pedro, bid him write above his 
name a formal promife of marriage, dating it abour 
the time.of his being at her Country houfe near 7o- 
Zedo, Wich two witnefles: which Adbere did, imicating 
as near ashe could Doz Pedro's hand. « se oye 
That day, Dox Fuan fail’d co meet the Gentleman 
of Sevi/, and puc off che vific he intended bim till 
the next. In che mean time, Doxa Viktoria under. 
ftood from Donza Brianda, that the was refolv’d to 
lead Apes inhell, racherthan have Don Pedro to her 
husband. Having already crufted her Dwewna wich 
fome of her fecrets, fhe chought fhe might. make an 
abfolute difcovery of her felfco her, and thereupon 
cold her, how chat before her Father had created of. 
a marriage becween her and Dox Pedro, the had been. 


* courted by aperfon of Honour, named Dox Sancho’ 


de Leyba; that fhe had fome inclination towards him; 
and that the perfuafions of her Father had prevail’d 
withher to entercain the applications of Dox Pedro 5 
but having difcover'd his unworthinefs, fhe was re- 
folv’d to re-addrefs her affection to Dow Sancho. 
Donna Vittoria was almoft out of her felf for joy 

to hear thac news, for ic put her intoa confidence 
rhat her defign would rake : and che more to promote 

it, {he difpos’d Dona Brianda as muchas lay in her, 
power to favour Dow Sancho. “He mult needs be 
“< difpleas’d with me, fays fheto her, yer 1 doubt per 
*© but 
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“«bur a Letter from me will re-engage him my hum- , 
“ble Servant. The crafty Duenna proffer’d to be the 
bearer of it, on condition fhe mighr do ic by Coach: 
Donna Briandawas very gladto find her Woman fo 
ready to ferve her, efpeciallyin a bufinefs which fhe . 
-wasfo much pleas’d with; and fo fhe commanded a 
Coach to be made ready, and that. fhe fhould go im- 
mediarely to fee Dos Sancho, co whom fhe writ a 
Letter. Donna Vittoria took Coach, precending to 
goto Doz Sanche’s houfe, bur fhe went toher own, 
and bid che Coach-man return to Doana Brianda, 
-andrell her, thar for fear notice might be taken of 
the Coach, fhe would go afoot roche place where 
fhe had fenc her, conducted by Saztillava her pre- 
tended Father. Fromehac houfe, the writ cwo Ler- 
ters, one, co Don Juan, defising him to,cometo her ; 
the other co Don Sancho, to the fame effe&, with di- 
reGtions to find che houfe. ; ; : 
.. ‘While che Leccers were carried abroad, fhe put off 
her Widows habic, and put on chat of a perfon of the 
higheft qualicy, expecting thefe cwo vifits with the, 
accuftomed ceremonies of Spain. Don Sancho de - 
Leybawas not longa coming, thoughhe knew no~ » 
thing of che perfon who had wrictenro him. ‘ There 
had mor paft many complements between him and 
Donna V iétoria, but word was brought her, char Doi 
Juan de laCerda wasalighted out of his Coach, and 
was coming into rhe houfe. Sir, faid the to Dox Say 
tho, Yam oblig’d to fpeak withche perfon who 1s 
comingup all alone. Nor bur chat you may hear che 
 difcourfe we fhall have together ; and therefore lec 
me intrear you to {tand behind this Curtain, whence 
you will hear all we fay, for ic concerns you ash 
ee 7 than 
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than you imagine, and will prove to your advancage, 
Don Sancho compli’d, not knowing what might be che 
_iflue of chis precaution. | a 
Don Fuan came in, and having taken a feat, Donna 
V1 toria (whom he knew nor as fhe was chen drefs'd) 
addrefs’d her felfcohim with chis difcourfe. 1 
*‘doubt not, Sir, bue you fomewhat wonder, you 
““fhould be intreated hither by a Letcer, and chac 
“froma perfon not known to you. To recoveryou 
“from chac confufion, I will give you an account of 
“my felf. I was born in the Imperial City of Toledo, 
“* che onely Daughter of che Houfe from which Tam 
“ defcended, and Heit thereof, Iam of the Fami } 
“of Sylva, fo well known all over Spain, that I need | 
‘*faynothing of ir. Ascomy qualicy, Tameocell 
“you farther, chac my Father was, 19 histime, hos 
*¢ nour’d wich the Order of Se. James, and my Bro- 
“cher, of char of Alcantara, with the command of a | 


“Troop of Horfe under ‘his Majefty in F anders, 
“ Upon his deach, I retir'd to a Country-houfe Ihave - 
“near Toledo, where I liv'd privately, contenting my 
“ felf wich the innocent enjoyments of a Country life, 
“¢ wichout the leaft acquaintance of any ching of Love, - 
*cill chat, one morning a Shepherd of mitne broughe 
“tomy houfe, two men, who had been robb’d and _ 
“fripp’d the nighe before by certain High-way- 
**men. Icook compaffion onthem, efpecially him, 
“¢ who by his demeanor feemi’d to be the Mafter, vit; 
** out of ewo chefts of clorchs my Brother hadlefc, 1 
* furnith’d chem wich two fures, wherewith they co= 
“ver'd their nakednefs. They feem'd to be very)’ 
*“chinkful for fo feafonable a favour ; but che more © 
_ “confiderable of che cwo hachcreated me veryun- 
3 yeas grace= 
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“« orarefully, whichis the ordinary ftyle of Courtiers, 
“and hath requiced my charitable offices onely wich 
“ flarteries and deceir. I was fo fimple as co be ca- 
*joll’d, by the carefles he made me, during four 
“¢ days chat I kept him at my houfe, and he prevail’d 
“fo far with me, chac I wasnolonger at my own 
“ difpofal. The reiceraced oaths and proteftations of 
*¢ a perfon of chat worth, rais’d me inco a perfuafion 
*¢ chat he really lov’d mey and that induc’d me to love 
“him again; tobe fhort, upon a promife he made 


*meof marriage, he got mein anhumour to granc ~ 


“him the greateft of favours, He made me believe 
*< that his going co Coure was for the profecurion of 
*fome Law-bufinefs chat concern’d him very highly. 
** He defir’d my leave to goto AZadrid, promifing to 
“¢ return again in a fhort time, but wich fuch demon- 
“ ftrations of love as might eafily have prevail’d with 
¢ one who had nor.fanci’d him fo affectionacely as I 
had done. I fuppli’d him wich all rbings neceffarys 
“ and he left me extremely troubled at his deparcure. 
“Now, by a Pidure and Letcer he lefe behind him 
“under the bolfter, I found chac the occafion of his 
“ coming co this Court was in order co a marriage be- 
“tween him,.and chat miracle of Beauty, Donna 
“ Brianda, your Daughrers Now our Honour being 


“che moft confiderable ching we ought toberender - 


“of, T could do nolets; uponchis procedure of Dow 
<< Pedro, than refolvero come tothis Court, and to 
“apply my felf to my friends, chac, by cheir favour, 
“<I mighe crofs the marriage. he is about, and you 
€ will find, chac I mayeafily do ir, if youbur fee 


whac Cards Ihave toplay. Iconceiv’d my. firft - 
* overture fhould be co acquaint you with my dif- 
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“grace, the difhonour I have run into by che ac- 
<¢ quaincance of Don Pedro, and histreachery towards 
“me, that receiving ic from my own mouth, you 
~ € may not bee roo forward cto conclude wharis al- 
‘ready refolv’d becween you, asT have underftood, - 
¢ With the Paper I have here in my hand, I will pros” 
“fecuce him to che utmoft; it is-under his own hand 
“and feal, and wicreffes co it : bepleas’d, Sir, to per= 
“ufeir, and fee whether I have not reafon to. pro- 
“fecuce chis ungrateful ‘and perjur’d man, and to 
““fo-ce himto 4 performance of the promife he hach 
“mademe. - | (evs a 
* Dow Fuan was aftonifh'd at chis relation of Down. 
V itoria’s, and, by what was put into his hands, coi ; 
out che difpoficion of Doz Pedro; and concluded hi 
afickle imprudent perfon, . who purfu’d his enjoy- 
fments, without any choughe of the confequences ; 
thereof, and chereupon he refolv’d-chere fhould be 
no furcher calk of any marriage berween him and his - 
Diughcer, Opening the Paper which Donna Vittoria 
had iver hyn, he found in ic chefe words. Beh 


- : ‘ 
* ay G 


Zi prefent writing, written with my ova 
band, and fealed with my Seal, witnelfeth, 
that I, Don Pedro de Ribera, «az Iababitant of 
Sevil, acknowledge my felf to be the lawful hus- 
Land of Donna Victoria de Sylva, az Inhabitank 
of Toledo, and that 1 will perform the prefent 
promtife 1 make her of marriage whenfoever I {hall 
bey by her, thereto requir'd, Signed And Scie 
| CL gies 
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ta the prefence of Albert and Marcella, Servants 
to the fad Donna Victoria. se eHecH. 
| Pon Pedro de Ribera, . 
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“herd He thereupon Jefe her; pine Por aren th 
_ liberty to come upon rhe ftage./ As foon as hehad ¢a- 
ken a feat, ‘€ You have underftood, fays Donna Vitto. 
“rva'to him, if fo be you have heard the difcourfe be. 
“< tween Don Fuan and my felf, what hath pa(s’d be. 
. “tween me and.Dox Pedro, Upon which account (as 
“you have heard from her Fathet) you find he is nes 
“ver ike to be husband co the fait Donha Brianda, 
© Shefenc me hirber. to acquaint you, ‘that what hath 
“been done on her patr in order to che marriage be- 
‘“eween her and:-Dox Pedro was purely out'of com. 
€otiance with rhe Commands of her Father, and that 
“fhe is olad of the accafion fhe now hath to quit him, 
“and re-aflume chat’ kindnefs and affeGtion the eyer 

_ + had for you. © What I fay, you will find in writing 
“<e‘yiderber bind, when you have'pertis’d this Lecter, 
* Don Sancho, having read ic, wasthe moft facish?d man 
in the world, to find his blaftéd hopes now beginning 
po soribe aeains Pees. eee ed is : 
Doina Vittoria perceiving it5, £0 confirm his facis- 
"faction, conrinu’d her difcourfe to bim rhus. “T know, 
Seignsr Don Sancho, you will be aftonifh’din your 
,  * €felt, how this Letter (hould faff into my hands. Ic is 
_& my felf onely can unriddte it. Being in love, as you 
are, you know char thae little Divinity is the” Hi 
_ “ thor of many difguifes and transformations, as you 
“are taught by Ovrd in his Afetamorpho/is, and con- 
*€ fequently you doubr nor, but chat T, loving an un- 
~ conftant perfon, who had had fuch/precious pledges 
~“ of my affetion, fhould leave norhing unatrempred 
“to recover my honour, and ‘oblige ‘him to the fa- 
“ tisfattion of whashe owes me. “fam come co this 
“Court, with a defign, being wharIam, togerinto 
“the fervice of Donna Brianda, and have effe&ted ic. 
| , “ For 
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“rakenupon my account) J live inhers, waiting on 
“her in the quality of a Denna, a part 1 have af- 


For chough you fee me in thishoule , (which was 


“€ fum’d, the betterto elude Dow Pedro, and todo all . 


“lay in my power.toput him out of my Miftre(s’s fa- 
“your: and I have alfo brought that fo far about, chat 
“ Tam confident there will never be any marriage be- 
€* ween chem, and fhe is wholly inclin’dto favour, 
“ you. . Now.confider with your felf what you would 
“have meto fay to.your Miftrefs, for I am juft going 
‘fro put on my Widows habic, and I moft return pre- 
“fently, and am afraid the will chink I have, ftaid 
“coolong. If.youwill return heran Anfwer, you 
“have here all .chings requifice codoit. -I. thinkic 
‘*were fic you fhould, that Dexna Brianda may fee, 
“¢] have punctually obey’d her commands.. As co the 
“fecret of my difouife, I pray keep it fuch, for ic 
“Cconcerns. me, ; that. ic, fhould not be difcover?d.a 


“ while. I rely on your difcretion, and, knowing you, » 


“co be aperfon of Honour and worth, 1 prefume you 
€¢ will nor difcover ir. us ost 


. This -difcourfe; very much farpriz’d Don, Sauill, , 


who.took occafion. co commend her courage and ge- 
nerofity, and recurn’d her his: moft humble chanks, for 
the favour fhe had done him, in encrufting him -with 
“the fecret of her Love, and. prayed Heaven. co’ give 
him life ro acknowledge and require fo great.an ob- 
digation. He. promis’d, her not co.difcover .any, thing 
till fhe commanded hinrto do ic s and chereupon, {ee - 
ing her in hafte to be gone, he writ a Letrerin: An- 


{wer co what, he had receiv’d from his Miftrefs,. full 


_ofamorous complements, and proteftations of fidelicy 
£0 the Jaft gafp. While-he was writing, Doxna V/ito- 


4 PH 00 her Widow’shabic, and made all che hafte 
a to Dox Fuan’s.. K > Sie 
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_* Inthe mean time Dox Pedro, excremeély refenting | 
the impofture put upon hint, acquainted his Coufin » 


ever enjoying her. Baha 
The earneftnefs of his difcourfe put Doava Bri- 
andainto fome doubt, that what fhe had heard was 
fome impofture advanc’d purpofely to obftruét his 
precenfions, and referr’d it co her Father ro make - 
2 full difcovery thereof. Her Anfwer tothem was, 
thac fhe was noc ac her own difpofal, thac ic was her: 
duty; to comply with that of her Father, ahd confes 
quently, fhe could nor quit the ill-impreffion fhe 
‘hnd-teceiv’d of Dox Pedro, cill the were better in- 
form’d of the Truch: chac her Facher would come in 
-erélong, and chat fhecould cake no refolution with- 
“out his orders, in a bufinefs of fo great imporcance. 
While they were engae’d in rhis difcourfe, Dow | 
Fuan comesin from che vific he had made to Donna 
~Vittoria, Don Rodrigo made hima thort relation of 
what had happen’d, and renew’d to, him the juft com- 
_plaine which his Coufin had teafon to make of thé 
~icrime faid to his chitge.’ Whereupon both pests 
‘him to hold’ his hand; ac leaft cilf chére were an exact 


| 
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‘enquiry made into the bufinefs, he defir’d them co 
‘fie own, arid gave them chis Anfwer. ie 
“2 & Gentlemen I went out in hopesto be inform’d 
by fome friends of Sevi/, now here, whether chat 
© which’ is imputed to Dox Pedro were true, andl 
could nor meet with chem : buc if I had found 
% chem, it’s poffiblerhey might know nothing of the 
“¢bufinels, for Sevi/isagreat City, and fome parts 
*€ of itlye at uch a diftance from others, chat they 
S¢ may well be accounced different "places. What I 
*€ found molt certain is, thac Don Pedro hath madea 
‘ promife of Marriage toa Lady-of Toledo, who en- 
 eercain’d him aca Couhtry-houfe of *hers, afcer he 
had’ been robb’d: by certain Thieves; and what “is 


yer more to be confider’d, fhe thought irnot much 


“ ro fecure his affeGtion by rhe fotfeicure of her Ho- 
“nour, I haveicfrom the Lady her felf, who fent 
for me, and fhew’d mevche promife under bis hand, 
&¢ which fince we all know, there can be no evafien. 

--"He'thereupon fhew'd ic to both the Coufins, who 
were both ac fuch alofs chac they.knew not whit to 
fay, efpecially Don Pedro, who fufficiencly betray d 
his ‘guile by his’ aftonifhment, ‘buc fiwore witball thac 
the had nor made rhac® promife under ‘his own fame, 
‘ut‘under a feigned. But Doz Rodrigo knowing all 
the’ Grcumfances ‘of the bufinefs, was moft liberal of 
his reproaches to ‘bis Coufin, which raifing a certain 
‘compaffion in Dox Fuan, forc’d this difcourfe from 
him. Signor Don Pedro, “ We find by many expe- 
‘© riences,that a young Man, once fallen in’Love,will 
<€docany ching’ to obtain his defires. ~ That’ Love 
4¢faould overcome you, I wonder noc ac: alt; buc 
“«C'what occafions my aftonifhment, 1s, that you fhould 
“¢ have che confidencé to addrefs your felt toa perfon 
Lot K 2 <6 of 
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» * “your marching with my Daiehsar, for whom, if 
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*“ of the quality this Lady is of, and difhonour her, 
“* withour ever confidering, rhat}in time, fhe might 
acquaint her friends therewithj who would be fure 
“to revenge the affront. And: what adds to this” 
*“aftonifhmenc, is, chac you durft do fuch ah aétion 
“* when you were coming hichér purpofely in order to 


“any credit may be-given your Lerters, you precen~ 
“ded to have apaffionare affetion., I fee noc how 
“your heart could be capable of: fuch 4 competition 
** of paflions, chat you fhould pretend. the ‘greareft 
“inclinations. imaginable: for ones. and creat. of a 
*¢ marriage wirh another. Being aperfon of.Honour, 
“ST doubt noc bur you will -make‘it’ appear! in your 
‘SaGtions, and chat is, thac you ftandto the promife 
“you made to the Lady Viltoriay chough ic were. 
““onely out of this confideracion;chae ic argues:a 
*“more generous nature to dorhar willingly, which 
** muft otherwife unwillinely be done; «The Lady -is- 
** not fo defticute of Friends as you haply. imagine ; 
“ fhe is now ac AfLadrid, come -exprefly to recover 
* her debr, which no doubr fhe will;, and her.,caufe 
“ being fo juft, “cis not likely the willwanc affiftance, 
“* My advice is, that you endeavour ‘to prevene. tht 
“¢ ill reports which che bufinefs, mutt raife. ‘of yous 
“ perform what you have promis’d, and lec.not,your 
“ Love co my Daughter blind you any-further, for I 
“am refolv'd co (hut her up ina Cloifter, for the re- 
~“ mainder of her Life, tachet chan fhe thall ever be. 
“¢ your Wife. Hol bonny ppc SO 
Wich that he rofe up, and, without anycomple-— 
ment, wentinco another room. «Donna Briandafo 
Jow’dhim, andthe two Coufins, without fo muchas: 
a word exchang’d, went home, where Dos aig 
; & fell 


ara JIFG 


er 


ag 


< . f 3 
7 ‘ 


Nov.3: The TrapannerTrapamid. 147 


fell ino bitter expoftulacions. with his Coufin, for his 
engaging himfelf in fo unworthy an action. Does 
Pedro had nothing to reply, but thar he was aftonifh’d 
how that promife came co be fien’d withhis own 
name, having made ic onely under a fuppoficicious, 
Leaying chem in chac confufion, making feveral 
reflections onthe adventure , let us return co. the 
feign'd Waiting-woman, whowas got back to Don 
Fuan's, and had deliver’d Don. Sancho’s Letter to 


Donna Brianda, She was infinitely facisty’d wich ic, 
as fearing he would not have been fo eafily retrivd - 


into her fervice. Donna Brianda acquainted her, how 
that Dex Pedro and his Coufin had been there; whac 
had pafs’d between them and her Father ; and chat he 
had abfolucely difmifs’d them, icbeing difcover'd, 
that Don Pedro had committed another impertinence, 
and had made a promife of Marriage to a Lady of 
.Tolede, who was come exprefs to Madrid, to ob- 
Aru& his pretenfionsto her. Donna Vittoria preten- 
ded the gteateft aftonifhment in che world, and burft 
forth into imprecations againft Don Pedro. 
__ In che mean rime there came a meflage to Donna 
_Brianda from.a She-Coufin of hers, inviting her to a 
Comedy which wasto be reprefented at her Houfe, 
that night, whereco fhe fent Anfwer, char fhe would 
come. Donna Vittoria haying made fo fuccefsful a 
progrefs in her bufinefs, bethoughr her felf of an in- 
‘vention that fhould bring ic to-an abfolure, period, 
for the had the management of all. Sherold Doxna 
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Brianda, chat if fhe pleas’d to wave her going to the ” 


Comedy fhe might havea meeting thar might with 
Don Sancho, ina fecure place, to wit ar her Father's 
- houfe, where fhe mighe do what the pleas’d her felf. 
The Lady had a great kindnefs for Don Sancho, and 
Was 
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as defirous'to prevene che reproaches he might'n ; 
upon her former difcarding of him;"and fo fhe“ace 
cepted the proffer made by her Woman, ‘She im- 
mediately fent for Santillana, and gave him a Lette r 
for Dex Sancho, whereby he waa dR? dco come chat 
nighe ar eight co Douna Viltoria’s houfe, He~was 
fenc with another to Doy Pedro de Ribera, acquaint 
inghim chat Dona Brianda, notwithftanding che in= 
dignatton of her Father, and what fhe her felf ‘had 
faid, was refolv’d fecretly ro marry him, and defir’d 
‘to meet him chat nighr, at a Houfe, whither che Bearer 
would bring him, and thac he fhould nor fail tobe 
there ac nine. The two Cavaliers kindly ‘receiv’d 
their Letrers, efpecially Dox Pedro, who being bur a 
liccle before difmifs’d, was re-call’d to joyn hands 
with Doma Brianda, and imagin’d ic done by the in- 
terceffion of the Waicing-Gentlewoman, to whom 
‘he chought himfelf infinitely obfig’d, and the prefenc 
he had made her well beftow'd. The two Gallanrs 
fail’d not to be chere ar che rimé appointed , and in 
the meantime Dozna Brianda and her Woman took 
Coach, leaving Don Fuan at home, ready to 90 to 
bed. They went to Donna Vittoria’s houfe, which 
feem’d tobe that of Santillana, whete they were re- 
ceiv'd by Afarcella, Vittoria’s maid, who went under 
the name of her Step-morher. While Donna Bri- 
anda was expecting the arrival of Daz Sanchs, the 
fent Albert with aLetcer ro Doz Fan, which con- 
tained chefe words. _ WP bAe yaw Piblon i 
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Sir, ae. | Gio eb Ore 

A AT Lady Donna Brianda, tnffead of gotng 
AY Ei to fee the Comedy, whereto fhe had been 
snvited, 1$ come to my Father's houfe, witha rea 
folution to be fecretly married-to Don: Pedro, 
notwithstanding your probtibtttons to the contrary, 
J conceiv'd tt my duty"to grue you notice thereof, 
2t 1 your work to take what courfe you thénk fit to, 
prevent tt ; for my part I bave done what layin : 
mes and I {ball not need to fear any reproach from 
you, fincel have feut you temely notice of ber ina 
‘tention. wie : 


~ gi 


Donna Theodora; 


“Santillana was difpatch’d away wich chis Letter, 
“and order’d norro deliver ic till half an hour after 
“nine, whichhe did. In che meantime Dox Sancho 
a fot to come; precifely'at his time, and was di+ 
“reéted to his Mifttefs, who gave-him fuch facisfaGtion 
as filenc’d all his complaints.” Veétoria lefe them 
“together in a room, where the fock’d them in. Nor 
“Jone after came Don Pedro, according co the time 
“appointed him, and was receiv’d”by Viétoriz, who 
“Ghiposd himinco aroom, without fight, alledying ic 
€oncern’d him, chac he ‘were not feen’ ;° thar ‘he 
fhould forbear making’ any noife, and chat ic would 
“not belong ere/his Miftrefs came to him. ‘He ‘pro- 
*fhis'd co‘obey her in all chings, and ftaid there fo fong 
we. | as 
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as that Vittoria might fhift her felf into Cloaths. 
fuirable co her quality. “That dorie; fhe went into the 
room, and {peaking very low, it ywas no hard matter 
for herto deceive Don Pedro, and to make himbes 
lieve he,was very much in his Miftrefs’sfavour. 

Leaving thefe young people rhus march’d fer us 
recurn to Don Fuan, who receiv’d the Letter from 
che Daznua jult as he was getting inco bed. The old 
Gencleman was extreamly -furpris'd therear, and 
going our of doors, attended by Albert, he wenc to 
che Commiffary’s houfe, which was hard by. The. 
affliated Man acquainted him what pofture things 
werein ; whereupon the Commiffary taking fome 
of his people about him, they wenr to A/bert’s houfe, 
where; after fome Knocking, cheywere lec in. They 
happily hada Lancern wich chem,:and ic did them 
good fervice, for rhey found the Houfe wichoue any 
light. They lighted a Torch, and went into feveral 
rooms, in one whereof finding Dox Sancho ond 
Douna Brianda, che Commiffary ask’d chem what, 
they.did there ?. Doz Sancho cold him he-was_there 
with his Wife, which was. confirm’d by Dozua Bri- 
anda. Don Fuan would. have run him chrough ; bur. 
the Commiflary celling, him the was not with the’ 
perfon he imagin’d, hac chac Gentleman was Dog 
. Sancho de Leyba, a perfon of great qualicy and well 
known about the Court 5 Dox Fuan could dono lefs 
than approve of their Marriage, though "cwere onely 
out of a farisfackinn, chac fhe was not-fallen into che | 
hands of Don Ped?o, whom he hated excreamly, for 
the ftrange pranks he had plaid... ... >... 
_ They wene thence inro another room, which they 
found fock’d, and thereupon threatning to break open — 
the door, Den Pedroopen’dic within, and comes our 
: | ! celling 
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‘telling them he was there with Douna Brianda his 
wife, and chat ic was wich her confent, he was come 
‘into char houfero marry her. Upon chac difcourfe 
Doxna Vittoria came out of she room and faid to him, 
** You are deceiv’d, {weet Seignor Don Pedro, Yam 
“as not the woman you think me, but Denna Vidtoria 
* de Sylva, who expects from you the reparation of © 
“ her honour; the recovery whereof oblie’d me to 
* enter incothe fervice of Donna Brianda,ferving her 
‘inthe quality of a Waiting-woman. Don Fuarn de la 
Cerda looking on hera lictle more attentively than 
he had done, knew her, asalfo did the fair Lady 
Donna Brianda. Both of them refle&ting on the dif- 
guifes fhe had run through ro rétrive her Honour, ve- ; 
ry ferioufly commended her courage and contri- 
vances, and as much blamed Dox Pedro, who findin 
oa convine’d, and condemn’d of all, racine 
once more the promife he had made her. Dow Sancho 
and his Miftrefs were enfur’d one to the other, and 
the folemnity of their marriage ordered tobe eiehe 
days after, They prov’d both very happy in cheir 
wives, of whom they had many children, who were 
‘the comfort and felicicy of their Parents. But parri- 
‘cilarly for Dox Pedro, when he reflected on che 
firange adventures whereby Douna Vittoria engag’d 
_himrto his duty, he look’d on allas fo many extraor- 
inary demonftrations of ber affection, towards him, 
which occafion’d his to be multipli’d towards her, bee 
fides the kindnefs he had for her upon the account of 
Bee ingenuity. For wit in a Woman isa great en- ~ 
Alamer of Love, efpecially chac Woman’s wit which 
As ever beft ara dead lift. | | 
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